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Coming up in worship .....

On this United Methodist Women’s
Sunday, we share the work of a few goog
women around the World and the differ-
ence they make in the lives of children
and other women. We give thanks for
their commitment to missions and the
part they play in making our World a
better place to live. Ken has chosen
“Dorcas, Good Women”, as the sermon
title this week.

The scripture reading is:
Acts 9:36-43

We’'ll be recognizing our graduates
this Sunday. There will be a Fellowship
Coffee in the Beatitudes Entry Area.
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Da Vinci Code exploration
offered by G.I.F.T. class

Every so often Hollywood and the world of Literature
combine to cause a stir in both the secular
and religious circles, so it is with the Da e
Vinci Code a novel by Dan Brown. The

controversy caused by the claims of “factsﬁﬂ

has created a great deal of discussion.

Wanting to be a part of the discussion, tife 4 ';
G.L.F.T. class is conducting a four-week 1 t
exploration of claims and scripture in th

book. The class starts May 21 at 11:00 0 0 K
Room 221. For more information, cont iscussion
Jeff Kuhn or Brad Teachman. Come join

us the this lively discussion.

Wednesday Night Live activities
comes to an end for spring session

Next Wednesday, May 24, will be our last Wednesday
Night Live for this spring. Several things will be
happening on this evening. At about 6:00 p.m. we will
show the video of our recent Work Team trip to
Mississippi. Following the video, which is for everyone’s
viewing, there will a session with Dr. Lutgen for those
interested in participating in the July 29-August 9 Work
Team to the Gulf Coast.

Also that evening, Dr. Lutgen will provide information
concerning offerings for next fall's Wednesday Night Live.
Make your reservations for dinner and join us on the

24th. To make a reservation for dinner, please sign the
sheet on the Welcome Center Sunday morning or call the
church office before 4:30 on Monday, May 22.



Making the most.....

A late night show that I record and
watch is the Colbert Report on Comedy
Central. The host Stephen Colbert is, in
a unique way, a Christian who brings
issues of faith to his program in a way

other shows on that network rarely sharg.

While sometimes on the edge, he raises
the question of what he calls
“truthiness.” The mainstream media hag
picked up on his coined word and has
featured the term on news magazines,
news programs and web-based
discussion groups. Defined, truthiness i
the concept that as long as it seems like
the truth, or could possibly be the truth,
it is good enough. This practice is
experienced throughout our world. If we|
are honest, we are all guilty of it from
time to time.

Our faith walk leads us to ask the
question, “What is truth?” This is the
guestion Pontius Pilate asked Jesus. Th
truth was right before him in Jesus, yet

he could not see it. He missed its reality.

(John 18:37-38). Truth is an aspect of
the nature of God. To put on truth is to
put on Christ. After all, Christ is truth.
(John 14:6). Os Guinness explains this
well: Christianity is not true because it
works (pragmatism); it is not true
because it feels right (subjectivism); it is
not true because it is ‘my truth,’
(relativism). It is true because it is
anchored in the person of Chrisfs
Christians, let us anchor our
understanding of truth in the person of
Christ amidst a cultural sea of
“truthiness.” It will strengthen our
realities and build our personal mission
and our mission as a faith community.
Let us think about that and, as always,
may you make the most as you live by
faith...

U7

...Russell Smith
Associate Pastor

Men of Blue Ridgemeet for breakfast

On Saturday morning, June 3, all men of the church are
invited to come to Ginger’s for breakfast and fellowship.
Ginger’s is located in Woodson Village Shopping Center,
63rd Street and Woodson. Plan on meeting at 8:00 a.m.
Men of Blue Ridgeo not have meetings in July and August
but are planning a trip to a Royal’s game in August.

Parent’s Day Out has openings for next fall

Parent’s Day Out & Preschool for the 2006-2007 school
year still has openings available. If you are interested or
know someone who might want more information about the
program, please call Carol Pregge at 478-4961.

Coming this summer for all ages:
June 16 and 30
July 14 and 28
August 11 and 25
Times & movie titles to be announced



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, May 21
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end
UMW selling Corsages for Missions
in entry area
Coffee honoring United Methodist
Women & Graduates
10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in
Chapel
5:00 p.m., 2007 Mediterranean
cruise meeting, Room 222
Monday, May 22
9:30 a.m.- 2:00 p.m., Break Time
Club, Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m., Boy Scouts, Hobbs Hall
Tuesday, May 23
6:30 p.m., Cornerstone
Wednesday, May 24
12:30 p.m., Connecting Hands,
Room 221
“Wednesday Night Live”
4:00 p.m., Basic Faith Study
5:30-6:30 p.m., Fellowship Dinner
6:00 p.m., Video of Mississippi Adult
Work Team trip
6:00 p.m., Confirmation Class
6:30 p.m., Preschool-1st Grade
Program, Room 111
6:30 p.m., Basic Faith Study
6:30 p.m., Chancel Bells
7:30 p.m., Chancel Choir
Thursday, May 25
7:00 p.m., Study Committee
Meeting, Room 221

Youth Information:

Sunday, May 21
9:30 a.m., Mid High Sunday Schooal,
meet in Sanctuary, then go to class
10:30 a.m., Coffee House

11:00 a.m., Senior High Sunday School

The Youth Council and sponsors invite ALL
youth to a summer planning discussion from
6:00-8:00 in Hobbs Hall. Pizza provided!!

“Parenting 101" could be a new
short-term study group

As a parent, have you ever just had one of thiagys?

You know, where you finally come to the realization that
you are absolutely the worst parent in the world? Well, OK,
not the worst, but definitely in the “sometimes | just don’t
know where to turn” category? Some of us seem to breeze
through the infant, preschool, elementary phase with a false
sense of calm, only to be rudely awakened by adolescence,;
while yet other parents are blessed with a challenge from
the day they come home from the hospital! | tell you the
truth, the day you throw yourself down on your bed and say
the words, “Lord, help me, | don’t know what to do next”,
may be your weakest point but will also be the beginning of
a new day! A new day where creative ideas for
communication and even discipline come to your mind and
you ask yourself, “where did that come from”?

This scenario is the basis of a short-term group
possibility for young parents based on the book entitled,
Creative Correctiorhy Lisa Welchel. This is not your
every day, self-help parenting book. You know, the kind
that can actually make you feel worse after reading it! This
study gives insight into how parenting can become less
about nagging and punishment and more about teaching and
correcting our children based on Biblical truths as opposed
to the newest trend or self-help guru’s book.

If you think you would appreciate a short-term study
group about creative correction OR if you have another
issue on parenting you would like to explore, please let me
know. My church e-mail is thartley@blueridgechurch.org.

Parental Blessings~
Tammy Bartley, Directory of Children & Family Mities

Women United in Global
Mission will be the theme of
United Methodist Women Sunda
on May 21. The worship service
will be conducted by Pastor Ken,
with a series of vignettes, film
clips, featuring women and
children doing mission work
around the world.




Pastor’'s Corner:

It is hard to believe that another school
year is about to come to an end. | never
know who are more excited, the kids or the
teachers? With the end of the year comes
for some graduations. We will be celebrat-
ing with our graduates and families this
Sunday, a passing from school to a new
field of opportunities.

This Sunday, participating in the worship
services, will be members of our United
Methodist Women. The mission
organization of which they are a part
continues in our world to make a difference
in the lives of women and children. | have
seen first hand some of the difference being
made and will share a few of those
experiences. We certainly are indebted to
the continue contributions the Women of
our church make on behalf of others.

Please mark your calendars for a special
observance which will occur here at Blue
Ridge on Sunday morning, June 4, at 10:30
a.m. in the Sanctuary. That morning we will
receive our Confirmation Class. The twelve
members of this year’s class and their
mentors have worked hard to prepare for
their coming to full membership in the
church. Instead of dividing the class to be
received in different services on the 4th,
they will be received in the time between the
9:30 and 11:00 services. This will take a
little work on all our parts as we will extend
the 9:30 service by 30 minutes and start the
11:00 service a half an hour earlier at 10:30.
Those of you attending Sunday School will
need to leave a bit early. By doing this, the
whole church can participate with these
youth in this special time. Communion will
be served in the Sanctuary during this
special time only, 10:30-11:00,

Finally, do not forget our Anniversary
Sunday! Remember Sunday, June 11, we
will be following the liturgy for the Service of
Christian Marriage at all three services. To
help us celebrate, you need to bring a
favorite wedding photograph we can project
up on the screen. Itis my hope this can be
a great time for all.

...Ken Lutgen, Jr.

Person to person:

As of May 15, the following members have been
reported in area hospitals: Les Galbraith & Vince

Grounds at Research and Beth McGee at St. Luke'd.

Beth requests NO VISITORS at this time.

Our sympathy to Jessie Burcham and family for the

May 9 death of her husband John.

We received a thank you from John & Marilyn Done)

expressing their appreciation to everyone for their

prayers, thoughts and cards following the loss of the

son Stephen.

Congratulations, on the May 14 birth of Lily June Ne
to parents Josh & Carol, grandparents Sam & Cynd

Fisher and great-grandmother Marion Price.

Prayer Line: 816.358.8622
Fax Number: 816.353.8770 E-Mail: brumc@blueridgecthulr.org
Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30-4:30
To reach our pastors after regular office hours --
Dr. Ken Lutgen, Jr. at 816.746.1174 or klutgen@blueridgechurch.org
Rev. Russ Smith at 816.353.2484 or russell.smith@blueridgechurch.org

Church Office: 816.353.543

THE ENVOY (USPS 592-420)
is published weekly except for
the week of Dec 25 by the
Blue Ridge Boulevard

United Methodist Church
5055 Blue Ridge Boulevard
Kansas City MO 64133-2599

Periodicals
Postage Paid
at Kansas City MO

POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to THE ENVOY

5055 Blue Ridge Boulevard
Kansas City MO 64133-2599

ir




