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Coming up in worship .....

This Sunday’s message will be 
“Invitation to a Journey, The Sequel”.  
This sermon will continue our
introduction to Christian formation. 
What disciplines, when practiced in our
lives, strengthen our faith and help us to
live with a certainty that God is present
in our journey?

The scripture reading is:
Luke 24:13-35

Della Lamb will hold
community fundraiser on May 6

Della Lamb Community Services will
be holding their 12th Annual
Auction/Mock Fashion Show fundraiser
at the Hyatt Regency Hotel at Crown
Center, beginning at 6:00 p.m.  This is
their major fundraiser of the year, with
all proceeds benefitting the Youth
Services Program.  This program
provides before and after school tutoring
and mentoring programs, Bible Studies,
Youth Rallies and sports programs to
over 1,000 youth daily.

A good time was had by all
who attended the Easter Egg Hunt
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Making the most.....

This week I would like to share about
Break Time Club, an outreach ministry
for older adults in at-home care and their
caregivers.  These older adults come to
our Fellowship Hall every Monday from
9:30 a.m. until 2:00 p.m., where they eat
a meal together, participate in activities
such as exercising and singing and enjoy
special programs.  This time also allows
their caregiver a break and free time to
do some of the things they are restrained
from doing while caring for the older
adult at home.  Judy Eubank is the
director for Break Time and there are
many volunteers who give of their time
and energy to make this ministry real!  I
praise God for all of them.  

Toward the end of last year, Judy and
I applied for an Older Adult Ministry
Grant through the United Methodist
Committee on Older Adult Ministries. 
This committee is a part of the General
Board of Disciple-ship.  We submitted a
proposal in January to enhance this
ministry and reach out through
community awareness.  Out of 91
ministries considered, our very own
Break Time Club was one of the 29
selected for this investment by our
denomination.  I am so excited about this
achievement.  While this is a great honor
and a much needed boost for this
ministry, the best honor it can receive is
your prayers and your participation. 
Please keep Break Time on your prayer
list, refer this ministry to caregivers of
older adults you may be aware, and as
God inspires, come see how you can be a
part of the volunteer crew that facilitates
this ministry every Monday.  And, as
always, may you make the most as you
live by faith…

...Russell Smith     
Associate Pastor     

Special adult programs invite others to join

There is so much to laugh about and cry about, to learn
from and to celebrate together.  We are fortunate here at
Blue Ridge Church to have two programs geared to issues
of caregiving and aging.  Life has a way of being about
more than we usually perceive.  So here we are now with
two programs:  Break Time Club and Equipping the
Caregiver, both designed to embrace aging and change and
to help ease the caregiver’s burden.

Break Time meets every Monday from 9:30 until 2:00 in
the Fellowship Hall.  It has two main purposes:  (1) the
family caregiver can count on a four hour break from their
24-7 duties and (2) the person who is cared for can have
fun, socialization, inspiration, singing and exercise with a
group of friends, probably new friends.  We always share a
meal together.

The second program is Equipping the Caregiver, which
meets the first Wednesday of every month at 7:00 p.m.  We
bring in expert speakers who bring information on a variety
of subjects of interest to caregivers.  Jane Henderson, from
St. Luke’s Hospital, will speak on “Boundary Issues in
caregiving - where you and your loved one begins” at our
next meeting on May 3 in Room 221.  Come one, come all
who are interested.  You are all welcome.

These are Shepherd’s Center and Blue Ridge Boulevard
United Methodist programs.  Help us spread the word
throughout the community.  For more information, please
call Judy Eubank, Coordinator, at 353.1435, ext. 21 or
Shepherd’s Center of Raytown, 356.9000.



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, April 30
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

� Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end

� 10:30 a.m., Angel Choir, Room 112
� 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in

Chapel
� 4:00 p.m., Young MAIsterSingers

Children’s Choir, Sanctuary
Monday, May 1

� 9:30 a.m.- 2:00 p.m., Break Time
Club, Fellowship Hall

� 6:00 p.m., EVEning Circle Meeting,
Fellowship Hall

� 7:00 p.m., Men of Blue Ridge, Room
222

� 7:00 p.m., Boy & Cub Scouts
Tuesday, May 2

� 6:30 p.m., Cornerstone
� 6:30 p.m., Congregational Life

Meeting, Fellowship Hall
Wednesday, May 3

� 10:00 a.m., Sisters in Spirit
� 6:00 p.m., Mississippi Work Team

video showing in Fellowship Hall
� 7:00 p.m., Equipping the Caregiver,

Room 221

“Wednesday Night Live”
� 4:00 p.m., Basic Faith Study
� 5:30-6:30 p.m., Fellowship Dinner
� 5:30 p.m., Kids-on-a-Mission
� 6:00 p.m., Confirmation Class
� 6:30 p.m., Preschool-1st Grade

Program, Room 111
� 6:30 p.m., Basic Faith Study
� 6:30 p.m., Alpha
� 6:30 p.m., Chancel Bells
� 7:00 p.m., Men’s Ensemble
� 7:30 p.m., Chancel Choir

Thursday, May 4
� 10:00 a.m., Women’s Bible Study &

Issues Group, Room 223
Saturday, May 6

� 9:00 a.m., UMW Team Meeting,
Room 221

Everyone’s invited to:

Drug ID and Awareness
Presented by

Detective Brian Graham
of the Jackson County Drug Task Force

Men of Blue Ridge
Monday, May 1

7:00 p.m in Room 222

Men of Blue Ridge meeting to follow presentation.

Next meeting will be breakfast at Monica’s,
Saturday, June 3, at 8:00 a.m.

Youth Information:

Sunday, April 30
� 9:30 a.m., Mid High Sunday School, meet in

Sanctuary, then go to class
� 10:30 a.m., ���������	
�  Coffee House
� 11:00 a.m., Senior High Sunday School
� 4:00 p.m., attend choir concert - bring $$$ for

Doc’s afterwards - finished at 6:30
Tuesday, May 2

� 5:30 p.m., Youth Summer Work Camp Meeting,
Conference Room

Concert Sunday afternoon at 4:00

The Young MAIsterSingers from the Independence
Music/Arts Institute will present a concert at 4:00 this Sunday,
April 30, in our Sanctuary.  This outstanding choir of upper-
elementary students is directed by our own Chancel Choir
Director Amy Landsberg-Parent.  They sing every year with the
Kansas City Symphony.  We also have two Blue Ridge
members, Laura Geeding and Tony Marcella, who sing in the
choir.  If you heard them last year you know what a fantastic treat
you are in for.  We hope you’ll invite friends for a wonderful
afternoon of music.  There is no charge for concert.



Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30-4:30
To reach our pastors after regular office hours --

Dr. Ken Lutgen, Jr. at 816.746.1174 or klutgen@blueridgechurch.org
Rev. Russ Smith at 816.353.2484 or russell.smith@blueridgechurch.org
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Pastor’s Corner:
I have been involved in the planning of

a lot of Easter Sundays and I must
confess this one was as near perfect as
one could be.  We had beautiful weather,
excellent attendance with close to 700
persons attending one of our three
outstanding Worship Services.  I loved
beginning with the Processional and
enjoyed the music throughout the
morning.  The Good News of the
Resurrected Lord was proclaimed and all
were sent out to carry God’s Love to the
World.  It was the kind of Easter one
hopes for and appreciates.  When every-
thing goes well and everyone works
together in this way, the Lord is served. 
Easter was a great day for this church.

This church has had such a proud past
and when I see us work together like we
have over the past few months, I know we
have the potential to have a great future. 
Easter by Church Growth People is seen
as a barometer to measure a Church’s
Potential.  Based on our Easter
attendance we can conclude that Blue
Ridge has about 650 active participants. 
One of the things I have emphasized over
the course of this year is that we will grow
and thus have a future if each of us invites
others to come to church.  If each one
would bring one, we could become a
church of 1200 to 1300 persons.  We
have the facilities and staff and resources
to accommodate a congregation of this
size.  

Easter could just be that starting point
for us to begin a new life here.  We have
all the ingredients to make for a
successful renewal of our church.  We will
grow when you find that person you can
invite to come and be a part of this great
church.  After all, we are a people with a
resurrection faith and in faith we can bring
a resurrection to this, our church.

...Ken Lutgen, Jr.  

Person to person:
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� As of April 24, the church office has not been notified
of any member in an area hospital.  However, we want
to keep Betty Franklin, Thelma Jones, Myrnith
Warren, Russell Lytle and Richard Scheil in our
prayers.

� Our sympathy to John & Marilyn Doney for the April
17 death of their son Stephen, to Bob & Judy Harris
for the recent death of her niece and to Alice Pricer for
the death of her sister.

� Congratulations to the following Raytown High
School students who earned a #1 rating at the district
music festival:  Jeff Grasher, Carl Carney and Jordan
DeMoss.

Prayer Line: 816.358.8622 Church Office: 816.353.1435
Fax Number: 816.353.8770 E-Mail: brumc@blueridgechurch.org
Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org


