
This issue of The Envoy
is sponsored by

Betty & Kenneth Franklin
in honor of Kenneth’s 80th

birthday and their
59th wedding anniversary,

both on April 23

SUMMER WORK TEAM TO GULF COAST

When we met last winter to begin planning our church’s response to the need created by Hurricanes
Katrina and Rita, we shared the possibility of more than one Work Team going to the Gulf Coast Region. Of
course we have heard reports from team members of the successful mission just completed.  Tuesday
evening, April 25, at 6:30 in the Beatitudes Area, Dr. Lutgen will hold a meeting for persons interested in
going to the Gulf Coast this summer.  This will be an informational meeting.  The proposed dates for this
team are June 24 through July 1.  If you have interest but cannot attend this meeting let Shirley in the Church
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Coming up in worship .....

    This Sunday’s message will be
“Invitation to a Journey”.  The sermon
will introduce the last section of Basic
Faith Study on Basic Discipleship. 

Christian formation has a
particular focus and aim in

shaping us to become
disciples of Jesus Christ.

The scripture reading:
John 20:19-31

Report on Church Conference

The Church Conference, held Thursday evening, April
13, took the following actions:  (1) We celebrated Sam
Fisher’s call to ordained ministry by approval of his going
forth as a Candidate with unanimous approval from Blue
Ridge.  (2) The Conference also adopted the resolution
establishing “The Charter of the Permanent Endowment
Program” for the church and elected the following members
to the committee:  Gary Sidebottom, Larry Gutekunst 
Melba Akers, Frank Eaton and Larry Blair.  (3) The final
action taken by the Conference was to elect the membership
of the Study Committee created by last November’s Church
Conference.  This Study Committee is charged with those
duties established by paragraph 2543 of the 2004 Book of
Discipline.  In short the committee will be charged with
charting the future direction of the Ministry of this Church
and developing a plan for the facilities needed to support
this Mission.  Persons elected to serve on this committee
are:  Gary Sidebottom-Chairperson, Sam Goforth, Duane
Holder, Terri Friebohle, Sandy Gutekunst, Sue Klotz, John
Mann, Dwight Robinson, Carla Smith and Brad Teachman. 
Ex officio to the committee are Ken Lutgen, Jr.
and Tammy Bartley.  The committee was given authority to
add two other members of its choosing.

We had an excellent attendance and a thank you to all
for your support in charting the future direction of our
church.
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UMW Circle meetings for EOM

April 19 - Priscilla Circle - eat at Ryan’s
bring an Easter poem to share

April 20 - Ruth Circle - meet at Gloria Sutton’s home. 
                   Hope Bare will give a book

review.
April 26 - Connecting Hands meet at the church

at 12:30 in Room 221.

Making the most.....

I have heard it said that the children
are the future of our world.  It is said that
they are the future of our church, our
nation, our communities….  While those
statements are true, it is more true to say
that the children are our present.  They
are our present church, nation,
community, etc.  The church Easter Egg
Hunt last Saturday reminded me of the
many ways the children of our church
family bless our ministry.  Their energy
and purity, their zest for life and
adventure, all provide an example for all
of us to follow.  We have so much to
learn from the children of our midst. 
Mark 10:14 teaches us to "Let the little
children come to” Jesus.  May we see the
children of our midst as the blessing of
today, may we learn from their gifts and
may we come to Jesus as a child.  And,
as always, may we make the most as you
live by faith…

...Russell Smith   
Associate Pastor   

Is there a graduation in your
family this year?

Senior Sunday at Blue Ridge will be
Sunday, May 21.  This is the time for us
to recognize our graduating high school
seniors.  During this season of
graduations and new beginnings, we like
to recognize any in our church family
who have completed a post-high school
course of study.  If there is a graduate in
your home, please call the church office
at 353.1435 or email Shirley at                 
      sstrawn@blueridgechurch.org
We will need the graduate’s name,
school attended and degree or career
training completed.  All information
received will be shared with the
congregation through a later issue of The
Envoy.
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Coming Next Week...

Sunday, April 23
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

� Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end

� 9:15 a.m., Angel Choir meet in
Fellowship Hall

� 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in
Chapel

Monday, April 24
� 9:30 a.m.- 2:00 p.m., Break Time

Club, Fellowship Hall
� 10:15 a.m., Safe Sanctuary Training,

Room 221
� 7:00 p.m., Boy Scouts, Hobbs Hall
� 7:00 p.m., Cub Scouts, Fellowship

Hall
Tuesday, April 25

� 6:30 p.m., Adult Summer Work
Team Meeting, Beatitudes Entry

Wednesday, April 26
� 10:00 a.m., Sisters in Spirit
� 12:30 p.m., Connecting Hands

Meeting, Room 221
� 1:00 p.m., Break Time Volunteers

Meeting, Room 222
“Wednesday Night Live”
� 4:00 p.m., Basic Faith Study
� 5:30-6:30 p.m., Fellowship Dinner
� 5:30 p.m., Kids-on-a-Mission
� 6:00 p.m., Confirmation Class
� 6:30 p.m., Preschool-1st Grade

Program, Room 111
� 6:30 p.m., Basic Faith Study
� 6:30 p.m., Alpha
� 6:30 p.m., Chancel Bells
� 7:00 p.m., Men’s Ensemble
� 7:30 p.m., Chancel Choir

Youth Information:
Sunday, April 23

� 9:30 a.m., Mid High Sunday School,
meet in Sanctuary, then go to class

� 10:30 a.m., ���������	
�  Coffee House
� 11:00 a.m., Senior High Sunday School
� 5:00-6:30 p.m., Scavenger Hunt

You can help with “Blankets of Love”

FIESTA!  is the theme of this summer’s Vacation Bible
School.  Each year the children in VBS participate in a
mission project for other children around the world.  This
year they are hand-tying wonderful fleece blankets that
have “Jesus loves me” printed in English and Spanish. 
Each small group in VBS will finish
one of
these blankets!

WE NEED YOUR HELP!   This is
such a special blanket that we feel our
children in our own community need a
soft reminder of Jesus’ love, too.  Each
blanket costs $7.00.  It is pre-cut and ready for the two
pieces of fabric to be tied together to make that soft, warm
blanket.  It is as simple as tying a knot!  I would like each
child who comes to VBS to receive one of these blankets,
but we can’t do it without your help!

Please look for the table in the entry area in the coming
weeks so you can purchase a blanket to finish and help with
VBS!

Blessings~Tammy Bartley, VBS Coordinator   

Training for Safe Sanctuary scheduled

The Education Committee will sponsor a conference-led
Safe Sanctuary training on Wednesday, May 17.  The class
will begin at 6:00 p.m. in the Chapel.  If you work with
children or youth, travel to conference events or are
considering going on any youth work camps, you should
attend this training.  If you were trained at the church about
four years ago, that was not conference training and,
therefore, if you fall under any of the above categories you
should repeat the training.  Please call the church office if
you plan to attend on Wednesday, the 17th.  The session
usually lasts about three hours.

If you only work with the children here in the church,
you may receive training that is not conference led.  That
should be repeated every three years.  We will conduct our
own retraining session on Monday, April 24, at 10:15 a.m.
for Parent’s Day Out teachers.  Others are welcome to
attend this retraining, as well.  Therefore, if it has been
several years since you were trained, please plan to join this
session.
                               ...Charlotte Robinson, Education Committee   
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Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30-4:30
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Dr. Ken Lutgen, Jr. at 816.746.1174 or klutgen@blueridgechurch.org
Rev. Russ Smith at 816.353.2484 or russell.smith@blueridgechurch.org

Pastor’s Corner:

I write this message in anticipation of
Easter, knowing that by the time you read
this Easter 2006 will be history.  This is
always an exciting time in the life of the
church because the message is one for
eternity.  I am reminded from our recent
visit to the Gulf Coast and all those
victims of the hurricanes how tragic life
can be and despairing we can become. 
Often we express our dismay in times of
trial by articulating our dismay at how God
could let this happen.  We seek answers
and we search for signs of hope in our
hour of trial and times of loss.  It is easy to
become overwhelmed by it all and to give
up on life.  Then comes the message of
Easter and we remember Jesus on that
Cross facing his time of trial and feeling as
if he had been forsaken.  Yet the Easter
message is not one centered on the cross,
but is rather centered on an empty tomb. 
There is a victory here to celebrate!  So
once again we come to Easter as a people
of the resurrection and filled with a
message of hope.

I celebrate this day all who have given
so much over the course of these past
weeks to prepare us as a congregation to
celebrate this victory and to proclaim this
hope.  We will ever be indebted to the host
of persons who share their gifts so freely
with us and this church.  Easter has again
proven to be a Great Day.  Our faith has
secured for us the victory we seek over the
forces which would defeat us.  Thanks be
to God for Jesus Christ and the
Resurrection Faith he brings.

...Ken Lutgen, Jr.  

Person to person:
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� As of April 17, the following member has been
reported
in an area hospital:  Russell Lytle at St. Joseph’s.  We 

want to continue to keep Betty Franklin, Chet
Roberts and Richard Scheil  in our prayers.
� Chet & Evelyn Roberts want to “thank their many

blessed friends for all the cards, thoughts, prayers and, 
especially, friendship.  It means so much to be

included
in everybody’s thoughts and prayers.”

� A special thanks to Michele Shanahan for giving the
downstairs bulletin boards a “face lift”.  She put
current items in about scouts, Kids-on-a-Mission, adult
work camp and the library.

� Congratulations to Ian Coy, a member of Raytown
High School Robotics Team.  They returned from the
regional First Robotics Competition as the top-rated
Kansas City metro high school.

Prayer Line: 816.358.8622Church Office: 816.353.1435
Fax Number: 816.353.8770E-Mail: brumc@blueridgechurch.org

Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org


