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“Love” sermon series continues

This Sunday Russ has choseiving
the Love of your Life'as his sermon
title. This will also be Scout Sunday at
Blue Ridge Church.

Scripture reading:

1 Corinthians 13:4-13

Raytown Community Choir’s
Dessert Cabaret

Saturday, February 11, 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Raytown Christian Church

Benefits:
R.E.A.P.

$5.00 donation - dessert and drink

Shepherd’s Center of Raytown
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Pastor's Annual State of the Church Report

Dear Friends and Members of Blue Ridge,

| have had the honor to serve here at Blue Ridge as your
Senior Pastor these past six months. One of the practices |
have followed in previous churches served is to make an
Annual State of the Church Report. | thought | would
follow that tradition here, sharing with you what | have
observed these past six months. It has been a busy time and
| know we have experienced a number of changes, some
quite positive.

One of the practices the church has followed for a
number of years is to operate without balancing the
Budget’s anticipated expenditures with anticipated income.
In 2005 we adopted a budget of $605,615 and received a
pledge from the congregation of $409,712. This pledge,
with other anticipated income, brought a total giving for the
year of $565,932, creating a budget deficit of $39,683.
Unfortunately when we have failed giving our Budget need,
the deficit is met by not paying 100% of the Conference
Apportionments. That was the case again this year with the
church doing a little better than last year, but still meeting
only 54% of its asking, sending to the Conference $58,223.
We face a similar situation in 2006. This year we received
pledges of $508,367, for a tremendous increase of $98,655.
When we add other anticipated income, we project that we
will receive this year around $600,000. This is a nice
increase over 2005 and really shows your commitment as a
congregation; however, our Budget for 2006 is $686,105,
so that the difference in anticipated income over expenses
is projected to be around $86,000. While we have
budgeted 100% of our apportionments for 2006, the
projected deficit will leave us short of meeting this
obligation unless we find other ways of funding this deficit.
| share this because, while we have a strong financial
commitment from the congregation, our giving still falls

short of our expenditures. Continued on page 2
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It would be a worthy goal for us in the next couple
of years to balance the Church’s Budget.

In regards to the debt retirement program of the
church we began 2005 with a debt of $602,878.
We have reduced that debt to $371,481, with
payments made through this year. The pledge
campaign for debt reduction comes to an end in
May of 2007 with, hopefully, the debt reduced
another $150,000 to $200,000. Before we get to
that time, we will need to develop a plan for the
completion of the remaining debt. The church has
established an Endowment Committee. When it
comes to long range building and equipment,
upkeep and maintenance, this fund will be crucial
to the future financial stability of the church. A
worthy goal for 2006 would to begin the funding
of this endowment.

In 2005 we continued a 20 year trend of losing
membership, from a membership high in 1986 of
2144 reported members to this year’s reporting of
872 members. An encouraging trend is that this
year we received 31 new members, about a 50%
increase in members received over the previous
few years. However, this year we lost 28 members
by death, a reality we will face for a number of
years, given the average age of the congregation.
believe an attainable goal for 2006 would be to
receive at least one new member per week. We
can do this if you will continue to invite others to
attend church with you. The most encouraging
sign of this report is that our average attendance to
the Worship Services increased, from a 2004
average of 388 to a 418 average last year. The
music program of this church and worship
experiences are excellent and it should not be an
unrealistic goal for us in the next few years to
increase yearly our average attendance to worship
by 10%. | believe with just a yearly 10% increase,
before the end of this decade we could see
averages of persons attending worship exceeding
600 per Sunday.

Finally, any lasting renewal of this congregation
is going to take a vision of how God is to use us
as a church, for the work of God’s Kingdom. A
clear vision of whom and whose we are and
agreed upon goals will lead us faithfully into the
future. One of the ways this vision and common
goals can be attained is for us to get back to the
basics. The small group life of the church needs
to be reconstituted and we all need to find our
place in God’s Plan for Blue Ridge. Beginning
March 1, we will launch &Wednesday Night
Live” program to begin the building of the small
group ministry. Our Study Guide will be a
13-week course entitled, “Basic Faith Study”.
Laying the proper foundation is essential if we are
to begin to reach some of the goals set forth here.
| hope each of you will give prayerful
consideration
to being a part of one of these groups.

Blue Ridge is a Great Church with proud tradi-
tions of being one of the leading churches of our
Denomination. We have been and continue to
be about “Building Relationships”. | believe Blue
Ridge has a future in the Denomination, in this
Community and in your life, if we will only let
God work through all we do. Thank you for help-
ing to build a positive attitude towards our future
and the ministry opportunities which lie ahead.

In Christ’s Service,
Ken Lutgen, Jr.

Did you see anything?

One of our Blue Ridge members, Sherri
Williamson, was involved in a slight accident on
Sunday, January 29, around 9:20 a.m. at 51st
Street. She is needing your assistance if you
happened to witness the accident on that day.
Sherri can be reached at 816-353-1766 or 913-64&
5555 ext.220.



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, February 12
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

Scout Sunday

Amish Friendship Bread Table in

entry area at south end

10:30 a.m., Angel Choir, Room 112

10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in

Chapel

12:00 p.m., Teachers’ Appreciation

Luncheon, Fellowship Hall

12:00 p.m., donated food for reStart

should be in kitchen

1:00 p.m., Safe Sanctuary Training,

Hobbs Hall
Monday, February 13

9:30 a.m.- 2:00 p.m., Break Time

Club, Fellowship Hall

7:00 p.m., Boy & Cub Scouts
Tuesday, February 14

6:00 p.m., Builders Class Dinner

6:30 p.m., Cornerstone
Wednesday, February 15

9:30 a.m., Priscillas Circle Meeting,

Room 223

10:00 a.m., Sisters in Spirit

6:00 p.m., Harmonica Workshop

6:30 p.m., Chancel Bells

7:00 p.m., Men’s Ensemble

7:30 p.m., Chancel Choir
Thursday, February 16

10:00 a.m., Women'’s Bible Study &

Issues Group, Room 223

6:30 p.m., Alpha Celebration Dinner
Friday, February 17

12:00 p.m., Golden Key Potluck

Luncheon

Youth Information:

Sunday, February 12
9:30 a.m., Mid High Sunday Schooal,
meet in Sanctuary, then go to class
10:30 a.m., Coffee House
11:00 a.m., Senior High Sunday School
4:00-7:30 p.m., Youth Sunday practice
and youth/snack supper

Our youth present —
“Testify to Love”

Our youth have been working hard to bring you a special
Sunday service on February 26 at all three services. Instead
of our usual musical format, this special
morning will feature theigifts and
talents in many areas. The
theme of “Testify to Love” will
be presented by the youth chaoir,
jazz band, string ensemble, handbell
choir, dramatists, liturgical dance
and duets. This would be a
wonderful opportunity to invite guests
to our church, especially young
people.

A special offering will be taken for the youth summer
mission work camps. As you will recall, our youth do not
hold fund raisers during the year. We, as the congregation
who gets to enjoy their wonderful talents, have the
opportunity to express our appreciation by making a
donation for their summer mission work camps.

Packets available for summer camp

There are packets available in the Church Office with
information about Summer Church Camps. Stop by and
pick one up for your children. You can contact Tammy
Bartley or Pastor Russ Smith for more about transportation
to Camp Galilee and Wilderness Retreat and Camp Center
the week of June 5-10.

Attention, Mississippi Work Team Volunteers

For those who are planning on going to Laurel,
Mississippi, the end of March, you should have Hepatitis A
& B shots and be current on your tetanus shot. The
Hepatitis shots are a series but you have time to get in two
shots before you leave. Several of our volunteers have
gone to the Jackson County Health Department, 313 S.
Liberty, Independence, for their shots. That office’s
telephone number is 816-881-4424.



Making the most.....

Throughout the day at the church office
the sound of the city bus can often be
heard. One of the stops can be found in
front of the church. Folks arrive and
depart, time after time. Often, | don’t even
realize it is happening. Itis a routine
around me that | have become used to. |
think things can sometimes happen around
us spiritually that we miss out on because
they have simply become routine and
common.

As we have been sharing about love
languages in worship the past two weeks, |
wonder how often we miss out on the
opportunity to share God’s love through
our love languages efords of affirmation,
quality time, receiving gifts, acts of service,
and physical touchHow often are we
caught up in our daily routines and miss
opportunities to witness to others the love
of God. As we experience our week, may
we be mindful of the great opportunities to
build relationshipswvith God and with one
another...and as always, may we make the
most as we live by faith.

...Russell Smith
Associate Pastor

Prayer Line: 816.358.8622

Church Office: 816.353.1435

Fax Number: 816.353.8770

E-Mail: BlueRgUMC@aol.com
Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org

Person to person:

Dr. Ken Lutgen, Jr. at 816.746.1174 or klutgen@blueridgechurch.org
Rev. Russ Smith at 816.353.2484 or russell.smith@blueridgechurch.org

As of February 6, the following members have been
reported in area hospitals: Karl Welch and Al Madd
at Research.

Our sympathy to Eva Barnes and family for the deat
of her husband James, to Arlene Fox for the death ¢
her daughter and to Evelyn Blair and family for the
death of her husband.

Congratulations to Jim & Donna Morris for the birth
of their grandson Jackson Brock Keating, son of
Jimmy & Alison Keeting.

Congratulations to Robert & Rosalie Peters who will
be celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary
February 10.

Lillian Creed will be celebrating her 94th birthday on
February 15. If you would like to send her a card or
note, her address is 11500 Hidden Lake Dr. - 208A,
Raytown MO 64133.

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30-4:30
To reach our pastors after regular office hours --

Periodicals

THE ENVOY (USPS 592-420)
is published weekly except for
the week of Dec 25 by the
Blue Ridge Boulevard

United Methodist Church
5055 Blue Ridge Boulevard
Kansas City MO 64133-2599

POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to THE ENVOY

5055 Blue Ridge Boulevard
Kansas City MO 64133-2599

Postage Paid
at Kansas City MO

DX

=




