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“Love” sermon series begins

Pastor Russ is beginning a series on
“Love” this Sunday.  The message is
entitled, “Languages of Love”.  As
Christians we must love.  We must not
be isolated.  Positive relationships,
romantic, friendly or even professional
all consist of the five love languages of:
Words Of Affirmation, Quality Time,
Receiving Gifts, Acts of Service, Physical
Touch.

Scripture reading — 1 John 4:16-21

Helpers needed for Alpha dinners

We will need people to help set up
before the Alpha meals, to serve the
meal and to help clean up.  All helpers
will also enjoy the meal and the
entertainment.  So, please consider
volunteering to help.  If you are
interested in joining us as part of the
support team, please call Sue Klotz at
816-229-6099, or leave word with the
church office.  (See article in next
column.)

Join our upcoming Alpha  Program

Our next Alpha offering will begin with
a festive Celebration/Invitational Dinner
on Thursday, February 16.  We begin at
6:30 p.m. and end at 9:00.  Child care will
be provided if needed, just let the church
office know.  We will start with a dinner,
served at your table, followed by
entertainment, then a brief introduction to the Alpha
Program.  A video will be shown as a sample of what the
lessons are about.

This is a good introduction to our Christian faith and
beliefs, for anyone who hasn’t known, or has never been
introduced to the Lord as we know Him.  Our responsibility
is to make this offering aware to those who can benefit
from it, both from inside our church and to those outside
our walls who are searching for something to believe in and
hang on to in the tough times.  We have all had those times,
and when we get down, we have our faith to support us as
well as a congregation that helps lift us up.  Imagine how
different our lives would be if we didn’t have that in our
lives!  Now imagine how wonderful it would feel to help
someone else to have that in their life.  As Christians, we
are to help others and this is an easy way to invite someone
to a short-term study that feeds them in many different
ways.

Each night starts with a meal, followed by a short video
that talks about basic questions and thoughts.  Then
everyone has the opportunity to discuss, and share with
others their thoughts about what the video had to offer.  It is
a fun evening...a good way to get to know others and share
in learning in a very casual, friendly atmosphere.  Classes
will begin on March 1 and follow for 10 weeks every
Wednesday night from 6:30 to 9:00.  There will be a
Saturday event, that date to be announced later.

As always, we are supported by the church and need
help from volunteers to make the program work. 



For men only

The Men of Blue Ridge invite all
men of the church to get together for
breakfast and fellowship.

Saturday, February 4, 8:00 a.m.
and Saturday, March 4
Monica’s Restaurant
10305 E 40 Hway

Monica’s is located on 40 Hway just
west of Cool Crest on the south side -
where McDonald’s used to be. No
meeting, no program, just fellowship.

Confirmation Class for Youth
Starting Soon

What is Confirmation? 
Confirmation is a time for students 6th
grade and older to learn about our
church, the entire church community and
what it means to be a faithful Christian. 
Students will build relationships with
others in the class, with pastors and other
adults who will serve as mentors. 
Students will also understand the
privileges and responsibilities of church
membership.  All of this while having a
fun experience!  It is only the beginning
of the adventure of faith!

When:  During the “Wednesday
Night Live” ministries at our church,
beginning March 1.  We will eat dinner
together at 5:30 p.m. and class will begin
at 6:00 p.m.  

A Parent and Student Info Session
will be held on Sunday, February 5,
between worship services, at 10:30 in
Hobbs Hall.  It will last 30 minutes and
will be a time to share important
information about this opportunity.  If
you are unable to attend this information
session, let Pastor Russ know.  The first
class begins on March 1, so register soon
by calling our church office.

Making the most.....

 One of the greatest memories of my early 20's was
going to Camp Galilee and being a camp counselor a few
weeks each summer.  I met youth and children from all
over our state and really enjoyed sharing the blessings of
Christ with them.  I watched lives being transformed and in
a powerful way felt my own life transformed as well. 
Summer church camp simply offers a special opportunity
to meet other kids from around the state, have fun and
learn about God. 

Our director of children’s and family ministries, Tammy
Bartley, said this about her Christian foundation resulting
from attending church camp as a young person:

Some of the fondest memories of my youth center
around church camp experiences.  Friends,
swimming, cabins, water fights, campfires,
horseback riding, singing.......the list goes on and on! 
However, what started out as a fun thing to do the
first year when I attended camp turned into many
years of spiritual formation, growth, relationships
with others and most importantly God.  It was a time
of renewal every year.....rededication to how I
intended to live my life......it was a place I could talk
about God and what he meant to me in a totally
non-threatening environment.  A week-long camp
allows time to break down barriers.....lose
inhibitions......trust.......communicate......and
ultimately feel the presence of God in your life.  

-Tammy Bartley   
As a ministry, we are seeking to follow Christ’s

example of placing the children as a priority.  One way to
do this is to encourage our children and youth to attend
church camp.  Think of the children and youth in your life: 
children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews, neighbors
and friends.  They need not be a member of our church. 
What a great and Godly act it would be to encourage them
and even help them go to church camp through our
ministry.  Enclosed in this issue of The Envoy is
information on how to learn more about church camp. 
May you pray about this, take action, and may all of us do
all that we can to empower the children and youth to make
the most of a church camping experience so that they truly
live by faith!     

...Russell Smith 



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, January 29
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

� Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end

� 10:30 a.m., Angel Choir, Room 112
� 10:30 a.m., Children’s Praise Dance,

Fellowship Hall
� 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in

Chapel
Monday, January 30

� 9:30 a.m.- 2:00 p.m., Break Time
Club, Fellowship Hall

� 7:00 p.m., Boy & Cub Scouts, Hobbs
Tuesday, January 31

� 6:30 p.m., Cornerstone
Wednesday, February 1

� 10:00 a.m., Sisters in Spirit
� 6:00 p.m., Harmonica Workshop,

Music Room
� 6:30 p.m., Chancel Bells
� 7:00 p.m., Men’s Ensemble
� 7:00 p.m., Caregivers Support Group

Meeting, Room 222
� 7:30 p.m., Chancel Choir

Thursday, February 2
� 10:00 a.m., Women’s Bible Study

& Issues Group, Room 223
Saturday, February 4

� 9:00 a.m., UMW Mission Team
Meeting, Room 221

Youth Information:
Sunday, January 29

� 9:30 a.m., Mid High Sunday School,
meet in Sanctuary, then go to class

� 10:30 a.m., ���������	
�  Coffee House
� 11:00 a.m., Senior High Sunday School
� 4:00-6:00 p.m., Youth Sunday rehearsal
� 6:00-7:00 p.m., Worship, Snack Supper,

Youth

Please sign up with Jason for Super Bowl Party
on February 5 at Russ & Carla Smith’s and The
Craze at William Jewell on Friday, March 3.  Adult
sponsors for The Craze are needed.

UMW invites Y-O-U to join them
Happy New Year to the women of Blue Ridge.  We, the

United Methodist Women (UMW) have an exciting and
interesting year planned for you.  Please come join us.  Our
unit meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each
month starting at 10:00 a.m.  A business meeting, program
and light luncheon are planned for your enjoyment.  If you
prefer a smaller group, we have five circles from which you
can choose.

The EVEning Circle meets on the first Monday evening
of each month, usually at the church, but sometimes those
members go to a restaurant for dinner.  Call Sandy
McConnell at 224-4603 for details on their 6:00 activities.

Priscilla Circle usually meets at the church on the third
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.  Sometimes that group meets in
homes or at special outing designations.  Call Alice
Wehmhoener at 356-7798 for more information.

Connecting Hands enjoy playing cards on the fourth
Wednesday at 12:30 p.m.

Ruth Circle meets the third Thursday at 2:00 p.m. and
Lydia Circle on the first Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.  These
circles enjoy the atmosphere of the home setting.  Call
Alice Wehmhoener for more details.

Each circle has a short business meeting, a program and
something delicious to eat.  S-o-o-o, come join us — you’ll
be happy and so will we.

Summer Church Camp time is approaching

 While summer seems so far away, scheduling for
Summer Church Camp is not!  While camps for kids ages 5
to 19 are offered all weeks during the summer, Blue Ridge
Church will be taking vans to Camp
Galilee and Wilderness Retreat Center
June 5-10.  Camp can make the
difference of a lifetime!  Our ministry
provides a scholarship for all who attend
camp and additional resources are
available to cover the rest of the camp
fee!  Stop by the church office and pick
up a camp packet for more information. 
Contact Tammy Bartley, director of children’s and family
ministries, or Rev. Russell Smith, associate pastor if you
have any questions.   



Story Teller’s Companion to the Bible–
Prophets II, was given by the Builder’s Class
in memory of Paul Matthews.

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30-4:30
To reach our pastors after regular office hours --

Dr. Ken Lutgen, Jr. at 816.746.1174 or klutgen@blueridgechurch.org
Rev. Russ Smith at 816.353.2484 or russell.smith@blueridgechurch.org
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Pastor’s Corner:
In filling out our Annual Report for the

Conference I noticed that the average
attendance at the worship services
increased this year from last year’s
average of 388 a Sunday, to this year’s
average attendance of 418.  That means
there were, on average, 30 more persons
attending worship this year than last.  One
of the emphases I have stressed since
coming here as a Pastor is the importance
of inviting others to join us in worship.  I
believe that many of you have taken this
seriously and have invited family and
friends to attend with you.  This increase
was not just a coincidence, as Sunday
after Sunday I am introduced to new
persons you have invited to church.  This
just might be one of the most important
ministries you perform for this church.

Let us consider for a moment why it is
important for us to invite others to church. 
We are not called to invite others to
church to benefit ourselves in some way. 
I believe we invite others because, like
Andrew, we have found the one we want
them to meet.  We bring others to church
because we want them to meet someone. 
That someone is Jesus Christ and we
know, just in the meeting of Him, this can
bring meaningful change to one’s life. 
What greater gift can we share with
another than the gift of God’s Grace
encountered in a life relationship with
Jesus Christ.    

...Ken Lutgen, Jr.  

Prayer Line: 816.358.8622
Church Office: 816.353.1435
Fax Number: 816.353.8770
E-Mail: BlueRgUMC@aol.com
Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org

Person to person:
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

! As of January 23, the church office has not been
notified of any area hospitalizations.

! Our sympathy to Harold & Mary Ellen Hall for the
death of his aunt and cousin.

! Congratulations to Bernie Bixler and Terressa Bixler 
for the birth of their granddaughter/great-
granddaughter Justyce Faye Suzann Bixler, born on
January 8.

! We welcomed the following to our Blue Ridge church
family on January 22:
Harriett Haxton, who resides at 3911 S Willis,
Independence MO 64055;836-5839
Guye Henry, who resides at 2902 Hostetter,
Buckner MO 64016; 806-914-1941


