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Coming up in worship .....

Few of us were baptized at an age
where we can actually remember our
baptism.   What were the commitments
made at the time of our baptism and how
have we or have we not incorporated
them into our system of beliefs? 
Remembering our baptism can be an act
of spiritual renewal. Join us Sunday as
Ken helps us to “Remember our
Baptism” If you would like to read
ahead, the scripture for Sunday will be
Mark 1:4-11.

SOUP DINNER AT THE RIDGE

Mark your calendars for Saturday,
January 14. From 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. We
will be serving Ham and Bean Soup, (a
second soup will also be available). 
Cornbread and a Dessert will round out
the meal.  Come and enjoy the great
company of your Blue Ridge Church
Family as you enjoy this delicious
meal. 
A free will offering will be taken that
will help fund one of our work trips to Mississippi. 
See you here!

Pastor’s Corner:

In our family we have a tradition of eating black eye
peas on New Year’s Day.  The tradition calls for dropping a
shinny new dime into the peas and then as we take our
serving of peas, the one who gets the dime is to have good
luck through out the coming year.  Last year I was the one
who got the dime in my serving of black eye peas.  So it
was with great promise that I looked forward to 2005 and
all the good fortune it would bring.  I must admit the
tradition proved true for 2005 was a great year for me and
my family.  One of the opportunities of good fortune the
year provided was a new appointment that brought me here
to Blue Ridge as a pastor.  Unfortunately I had to write this
article before my helping of black eye peas this New Year‘s
Day, so I do not know if I will get the dime or not,
but regardless I do look forward to the good fortune this
year has the potential to bring.   

One of the newer traditions the Church has begun to
observe with the passing of the old year and coming of the new
continued on back
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Making the most.....

Presence and presents.  Two words
that sound the same, yet refer to two
different meanings…or do they?  We are
beginning a new year this week.  This
new year brings new opportunities and
our looking forward to what God has
ahead!  May we be prayerful of our
presence and our presents of 2006 at Blue
Ridge Church.  That is, may we be
prayerful of what time, energy and effort
God would have us give to our ministry
here and around the world.  Also, may we
be prayerful of what we give to our
ministry and other worthy causes. 
Personally, I would like to ask for you to
commit yourself to praying for our
ministry daily throughout 2006.  I know
that God is doing great things here and I
know God is calling us to even greater
things.  We need your prayers!  I look
forward to being in ministry with you this
year.  May we make the most of 2006 as
we live by faith.

...Russell Smith

Travelogue program for
The Men of Blue Ridge

All men of the church
are invited to the next
monthly meeting of the
Men of Blue Ridge on
Monday, January 9 at
7:00 p.m. in room 222.  

Gary Sidebottom will
be presenting a
travelogue titled

“Journey to the Four Corners”

2006 Women’s Retreat
The Cup of our Life

authored by Joyce Rupp and 
facilitated by Carla Smith

Get your cup and go north for the
2006 
Women’s Retreat! We will celebrate
The Cup of Our Life at Camp

Wilderness in Lawson, Missouri.  The retreat is scheduled
February 10th, 11th, and 12th. (Friday night through early
Sunday afternoon.) There are only 29 spots available (five
are top bunk). Watch for more information in future
Envoys! Call the church office to make your reservation
and let them know if you are able to use one of the five top
bunks. A $25.00 deposit is due by January 20. 

Start your year off with Sisters in Spirit!

Whether you’ve joined us
before or not…

We hope you can join us on
an occasional Wednesday 
or every Wednesday from
10 a.m. – 12 pm at the church.
We have a welcoming team to
greet you in the Lobby until
10:00.
This month we are studying the
Fruits of the Spirit:  Peace and Patience. 

All ages of women are welcome and encouraged to
participate. 

Our prayer is if you feel called to come, you will…
We are confident you will not regret your time invested.

Free samples can help REAP

As you travel, be sure and save you small shampoo, soap
and lotion samples that are freely given away by the
motel/hotel chains. REAP can use them and would
appreciate having them as long as they are new and
unopened to distribute to those that are in need.



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, January 8
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

� Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end

� 10:30 a.m., Angel Choir, Room 112

Monday, January 9
� 7:00 Men of Blue Ridge, Room 222
� 7:00 p.m., Boy & Cub Scouts, Hobbs

Hall

Tuesday, January 10 
� 6:30 p.m., Cornerstone

Wednesday, January 11
� 10:00 a.m., Sisters in Spirit,

Room 222
� 10:00 a.m., UMW, Unit Meeting,

Fellowship Hall
� 6:30 p.m., Chancel Bells
� 7:00 p.m., Men’s Ensemble
� 7:30 p.m., Chancel Choir

Saturday, January 14
� 4:00-7:00 p.m., Ham and Bean

Dinner, Fellowship Hall

Youth Information:
Sunday, January 8

� 9:30 a.m., Mid High Sunday School,
meet in Sanctuary, then go to class

� 10:30 a.m., ���������	
�  Coffee
House

� 11:00 a.m., Senior High Sunday
School

� 12:15 a.m., Youth Council
� 4:00-6:00 p.m., Youth Sunday

rehearsal
� 6:00-7:30 p.m., Worship and Youth

(no snack supper)

Try something
new for the new
year!

Have you ever wanted to play a
musical instrument, but were overwhelmed by the cost? 
Have you ever wanted to play a musical instrument, but just
didn’t have enough space for a tuba?  Well, here is an

inexpensive and fun way to learn to
play.  Our music department is
offering an opportunity for you to
learn to play the harmonica through a
free workshop series taught by Chet
Roberts beginning Wed., January 18,

times to be decided by the group.

The harmonica:
**   is inexpensive ($5-$30)
**   is adaptable to a lot of musical styles
**   doesn’t require that you read music
**   takes only about 10 hours to learn to play
**   is small enough to carry in your pocket
**   doesn’t need batteries or electricity
**   doesn’t require tuning
**   is a great pulmonary (lung) and mental exercise
**   is a lot of fun to play

So come and try something new!  Contact Chet at (816)
773-2090 or croberts@casstel.net for details on this
exciting opportunity.

oops correction - 

Covenant Class Donation to Break Time 

In the last issue of the ENVOY ( December 20) in the
End-of-the-year report regarding Break Time Club, it was
mistakenly mentioned that the Covenant Sunday School
Class had donated $700.00 to the General Fund account of
Break Time. The actual amount given by the Covenant
Class was $200.00. We regret this error and any
inconvenience it may have caused.



Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30-4:30
To reach our pastors after regular office hours --

Dr. Ken Lutgen, Jr. at 816.454.6062 or klutgen@blueridgechurch.org
Rev. Russ Smith at 816.353.2484 or russell.smith@blueridgechurch.org

Pastor’s Corner
continued from page one:

is on Epiphany Sunday to provide the
opportunity to renew our Baptismal Vows. 
I personally find at times it helpful to
reconsider the commitments that I have
made and to renew those I want to
continue to take seriously.  Our
commitment to God, which is lived out
through the life of the Church is one, I
believe we need to reconsider.  In this
coming year will we give God the best we
have to offer?  The Service for
remembering one’s baptism that we will
observe this Sunday January 8 calls forth
this commitment.  As a part of the service
each will be given opportunity to come
forward take communion and participate in
an act of remembering the commitment
made at their baptism. 

With old traditions observed and a little
luck 2006 should prove to be a good year. 
As committed Christians with renewed
commitments and a dedication to serve
God with our best, this certainly holds the
potential to be a great year.  I look forward
to all 2006 will bring for us as a Church
and Community.

...Ken Lutgen, Jr. 

Special Notes:

� Thank you to Carol and Earl Pregge for
providing the hay for our Christmas
Eve services.

� Taylor Sienna Griffin, daughter of
Chris and Mindy Griffin received the
sacrament of Baptism on December 25.
Taylor is the granddaughter of Harold
and Portia Michael.

Person to person:
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� As of December 30, we have one member reported in
the hospital, Bill Green at Research. Members that
have been recently dismissed are Carol Goergan, Dean
Hinton and Quinn Sheldon.

� Taylor Sienna Griffin, daughter of Chris and Mindy
Griffin received the sacrament of Baptism on
December 25. Taylor is the granddaughter of Harold
and Portia Michael.

� Congratulations to Steve and Ruthie Schwieterman on
the birth of their new grandson Noah Austin Hurst

born
on December 28 to Heidi and Austin Hurst.

� Our sympathy to the family and friends of:
Larry and Jessica Madden for the death of Larry’s
stepfather, Pam McKinley for the death of Pam’s
uncle,
Marie Stice for her December 20 death, Cyndy and
Sam Fisher for the December 21 death of his father, 
Joan Chappelow for her December 25 death, and
Merle Mann for her December 28 death.

Prayer Line: 816.358.8622 Church Office: 816.353.1435
Fax Number: 816.353.8770E-Mail: BlueRgUMC@aol.com
Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org
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