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..1elli ng the news of Blue Ridge Church

-

Thisiswue of The Envoy
is gporsored by

SteKlotz
in cdebration o
the 10th wedding annversary of
Daryl & LynnKlotz.
You harebeen and ae a bessng.

Mark your calendar for next

week’s Advent evats.....

Sunday, Decanber 11

..... Chancd Chair, Bellsand
Drama Tean will present
“T he Coming” at all three
morning worship Services.
See ajacent column for
more information.

..... Thisweek’s Advent Manger
Projed isdireded to
UMCOR Disaster Resporse.
Donations can be made to
purchase blankets.

..... 2:00-4.00 pm., Children’s
Christmas Party. Seepage 3.

Wednesday, Decanber 14

..... 5:00 pm., Kids-on-a-
Misson go caroling at
Hidden Lake Care Center.

..... 6:30-7:30 pm., Candé€light
Carol Meditation by Jennifer
Mitchell and Linda Mann.
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“The Coming” to be presented
at all services this Sunday

For our speaal presentation this yea the Music
Department dedded to crede its own cantata, which is
choral music and damatied arounda central theme. We

wanted to focus on the coming of
Christ—the “advent”— and use
some of our favorite anthems.
Maryfrances Wagner teates
writing a Raytown High Schod
and agreed to write ascript for
us. Sheisapubished pcet and
author who hes recaved the
Excdlencein Teading Award,
the American Book Award and
was recantly chosen as an
Outstanding Alumni from the
Raytown Schod District.
Maryfrances reseached by
reading every passage in the
“The Coming” with Bible related to the coming and
spedal Advent anthems also was familiar with Jewish
andscript written by  history from other readings. Her
Maryfrances Wagner  Charaders are ordinary people like
us, fadng hardships and longing for
their Mesdah to come. Even though their readionto the
mirade enfolding aroundthem varies with ead persondlity,
al are touched by the love of God.

Please join ou Drama Team, Chancd Chair, Men's
Ensemble and Chancd Bell s, with additional choral
material written by Debbie Kedon, as we discover anew
the coming of the Savior to mankind.

You'll want to be sure to attend either the 8:15, 930 a
11:00 worship servicethis Sunday, for thisisthe third
Sunday of Advent. Share this experiencewith aneighbar,
friend a family member.



Making the most.....

Nurturing the gifts. What agrea
resporsibility for the durch. Thislast
Sunday we were blessed with speaal
music by the “Kids On A Misgon”
ministry. | was amazed by their talent
and gifts. With confidencethey sang
and shared their memorized lines and
motions. | have thought alot abou what
isinvested to bring agroup d yourg
personsto that place First of al, God
gave eabt o them agift. Then they
were blessed with parents, grandparents,
Sunday Schod teaders, friends and
other personsto nuture those gifts. It is
an awesome part of what the churchis
abou ----- nurturing the gifts. How is
God cdling youto nuture the gifts
within ou ministry—your gifts—cther's
gifts? | believeit isagrea way to make
the most aswe live by faith.. God desd

...Rus=ll Smith

Golden Key céebrates on December 16

The Golden Key patluck luncheon
begins at noon onFriday, Decanber 16.
Foll owing lunch the program will be
“Holiday Organ Music”.

Poinsettias are still available

As of the printing of this Envoy, there
are still alimited number of poinsettias
that have not been reserved. If you
would liketo arder one, please cdl the
church dffice or come by between 830
am. - 4:30 pm. The st is $6.00.

Caroling at Hidden Lake Care Center

All adults, youth or children are welcometo go caroling
with ou Kids-on-a-Misson gang on Wednesday, Decanber
14. Wewill med in the Beditudes Entry
Area & 5:00 and after a brief pradicewill
head ower to Hidden Lake. Wewill sing
carolsin the dining rooms during the
dinner hour. We will return around 600.
We &k that children kindergarten age and under be
acompanied by a parent.

~

Thanksto the decorators —

Thank youto al who helped from the Covenant
Sunday Schod Class €t up and decorate the
Christmastreein the entry area and hang the large
wredhs. And, thank you to the members of the
Fell owship/Nurture Committeewho unmaded and
arranged the poinsettias for display. Your time and
talents are grealy appredated!

Have you bough t your Entertainment Book yet?

The 2006edition d the Entertainment Book is avail able
inthe church dffice These make nicegifts for only $25.00.
Y ou can come by the office Monday-Friday, between 830
4:30to pick upabook. This Sunday morning, Decanber
11, Shirley will beinthe church dfficefrom 8:15-9:30if
youwant to pick one up then.

Birthday wishesto Myrnith Warren

Myrnith Warren will be having her 85th hirthday on
Monday, December 12. Many of you knaw that she has not
bean in good redth and hes been aresident at St. Mary's
Manor Care Center in Blue Springs for several months.

Her friendswould like to “shower” her with hirthday cards
thisyea. If youwould like to send her abirthday greding,
you can sendit to: Myrnith Warren, St. Mary's Manor, 111
Mock Avenue, Blue Springs MO 64014.



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, December 11
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

« Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end

¢ R.E.A.P. Christmas barrels in entry
areas

e 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in
Chapel

* Noon - food for reStart meal needs
to be left in kitchen

e 2:00-4:00 p.m., Children’s Christmas
Party, Fellowship Hall

e 4:30-5:30 p.m., Orchestra practice

Monday, December 12
e 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Break Time
Club, Fellowship Hall

e 7:00 p.m., Boy Scout Court of Honor,

Fellowship Hall
e 7:00 p.m., Cub Dens & parent
meeting, Hobbs Hall

Tuesday, December 13
e 3:00 p.m., Friendly Class Banquet
¢ 6:30 p.m., Finance Committee
Meeting, Conference Room

Wednesday December 14

10:00 a.m., Sisters in Spirit

e 10:00 a.m., UMW Unit Meeting

¢ 5:00-6:30 p.m., Kids-on-a-Mission
caroling at Hidden Lake Care Center

* 6:30-7:30 p.m.,Candlelight Carol
Meditation, Sanctuary

e 7:30 p.m., Chancel/Youth Choir

e 8:15-9:00 p.m., Orchestra practice

Thursday, December 15
¢ 10:00 a.m., Women'’s Bible Study
and Issues Group, Room 223
* 6:30 p.m., Alpha programs

Friday, December 16
e 12:00 p.m., Golden Key potluck
luncheon

Children’s Christmas Party

Come and cdebrate the birth of Jesus!
WHO: Children through 5th grade,

parents, youth, grandparents
WHEN:  Sunday, Decenber 11, 200-4:00
WHERE: Fellowship Hall

Refreshments
Games and frizes
Activities and crafts
Speda visit from Santa
Bring afriend a neighba and come céebrate with us!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, JESUS

“Candlelight Carol Meditation”
set for Wednesday, Decanber 14

A quiet, meditative sanctuary will be avail able from
6:30-7:30 pm. onDecanber 14. Jennifer Mitchell, violin,
and LindaMann, gano and agan, will present music of the
season by candelight. Please fed freeto quietly come and
go asyou are aleto enjoy atime of peace adrefledion
amidst the rush of the haliday season to welcome the Christ
into ou heats.

R.E.A.P. Christmas barrels are in the entry areas until
Decamber 12. If youwould liketo donde anitem or two
for their Christmas Store, you still havetime.

Youth Information:
Sunday, December 11
e 9:30 a.m., Mid High Sunday School, meet in
Sanctuary, then go to class
e 10:30 a.m., ThelL agt Cup Coffee House
e 11:00 a.m., Senior High Sunday School
* 4:30-5:30 p.m., Orchestra — don't forget to bring your
instruments home from school!
e 5:30 p.m., Youth
e 6:30-7:30 p.m., Bells
Wednesday, December 14
e 7:30 p.m., Choir




Pastor’s Corner:

The results are in on this year's New
Consecration Stewardship Program. In
2004 for 2005, 255 giving units pledged a
total of $409,721. To date we have
received 259 pledges for a total pledged to
2006 of $457,727, with a number of pledges
still to come that are not included in this
total. The encouraging part of this
campaign was the increases made in
pledges with 73 units increasing, an
additional 89 moving up a step on the
ladder of giving and 19 new pledges
received. Of the 259 units making a pledge,
181 or 70% of those pledging increased
their plan for giving in 20086.

As a congregation we really took
advantage of this opportunity to move up a
step in our giving and meet the challenge
put before each of us. In a few weeks we
will gather as a Finance Committee and
begin to balance this commitment with the
financial needs we have as a congregation.
This work will be placed into the form of a
Budget to guide our stewardship in 2006.
This whole process will work much better for
all of us because of your commitments.
Thank You, Blue Ridge, for your continued
commitment and faithfulness to this church.

After 23 years of faithful service to this
church Margie Fredrickson retired officially
this past Wednesday, November 30. We
are all indebted to her for her commitment
and devotion to this church. Do not be
surprised though if you are in the Church
Office and see Marge for a while. She has
retired but she has also agreed to help in
this time of transition by performing several
tasks. One of those will be working with
Virginia (Ginny) Williams who comes to us
in a consultant capacity to work on
computerizing our financial system.

On a different note, let me address the
fact that many of you have expressed a
desire to unite in membership with this
church. Sunday, December 18, at all three
Services of Worship we will receive new
members. If you are available and desire to
become a member please just let Russ or
me know.

...Ken Lutgen, Jr.

Person to person:

CHURCHAMILY NEWS

* Asof Decanber 5, there ae nolocd haspitali zations.

*  Our sympathy to the family and friends of Evelyn
Spradling for her Decamber 5 deah andto Bill &
Doris Skinner and family for the recent deah of her
brother.

» PaiceBradley Bruce Roder, son d Brad & Laura,
recaved the saaament of baptism on December 4.
Paiceisthe grandson d Cheryl Crawley and gred-
grandson d@ AnnMedlin.

* aYou,Blue Ridge Methodst, have surprised me many
times but never like you dd for my 90th birthday.
Wonderful messages! You nd only made my day, bu
you have encouraged and inspired me for ancther yea.
| am eternally grateful. Thankyou? ..Russll Lytle

» dThank youfor your prayers, cards and visits during
my recent hospital stay. The durch walker is
excdlent and being put to good se.°Bob Alumbaugh

» Nancy Jones, daughter of Mary Stewart, would like to
thank the dhurch for the med provided onthe day of
her mother's funeral.

Prayer Line: 8163588622
Fax Number: 8163538770
Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org

Church Office 8163531435
E-Mail: BlueRgUMC@aol.com
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