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Coming up Sunday .....

This Sunday, December 4, is the
Second Sunday of Advent.  The sermon
title is Wishful Thinking.

Scripture reading is:
Mark 1:1-8          

John the Baptist played an important
role in preparing the way for the ministry
of Jesus.  His role was more than wishful
thinking.  It was to lay a foundation for
all to receive the Hope God brings to us
in Jesus Christ.

Cornerstone Choir and Bells will
provide special music at all services. 
Kids-on-a-Mission will present a skit
and sing at the 9:30 and 11:00 services. 
The Angel Choir will sing at the 11:00
worship service.

Children’s Advent Manger Project — 
The Goat Project in Nepal, Central

Asia.  Destitute families in Nepal receive
hope, nutrition and work when they are
given a goat.  Children are responsible
for caring for the goat and the family
tithes to the church with the income
generated from the goat.

Advent Season at Blue Ridge Church
You’ll want to mark your calendar for the following

events going on at your church during December:
Sunday, December 11, Third Sunday of Advent
... Chancel Choir, Bells and Drama Team will present

“The Coming” with special Advent anthems and
script written by Maryfrances Wagner, a member of
our congregation.

... Children’s Advent Manger Project.  UMCOR
Disaster Response.  May we offer a blanket for Baby
Jesus as we offer blankets to thousands of displaced
families each year!

... Children’s Christmas Party, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 14
... 5:00 p.m., Kids-on-a-Mission go caroling at Hidden

Lake Care Center
... 6:30-7:30 p.m., Candlelight Carol Meditation by

Jennifer Mitchell and Linda Mann
Sunday, December 18, Fourth Sunday of Advent
... Youth Bells with processional, Chancel and Youth

Choirs and Orchestra
... Children’s Advent Manger Project.  John Wesley

School for Persons with Disabling Conditions,
Santiago, Chile.

... 4:00 p.m., Christmas Concert by the Raytown
Community Choir & Kansas City Metro Men’s Choir

Tuesday, December 20
... 1:30 p.m., Parent’s Day Out Christmas Program
Saturday, December 24, Christmas Eve
... 4:00 p.m., Interactive March to the Manger Family

Service.
... 7:00 p.m., Carols, Candles and Communion Service. 

Child care available.
... 11:00 p.m., Carols, Candles and Communion Service.
Sunday, December 25, Christmas Day
... 9:30 & 11:00 worship services. There will be no

Children’s or Youth Sunday School.



Making the most.....
A newer tradition in our home has

been to have a home Advent wreath.  It
is a small version of the large Advent
candle holder we have in our Sanctuary. 
These can be purchased at many
Christian Book Stores.  Each week in
Advent has several readings and we light
a candle to observe the significance of
this part of this season.  I have found that
having a time at home to consider the
power of this season is helpful for my
holiday experience.  Television blasts
the secular emphases of Christmas and
the holiday season is spent with so many
rushed moments.  It is good to have a
moment of peace amidst the chaos.  This
week I would like to ask you to consider
beginning a new tradition this year that
brings a peaceful moment.  Maybe it is a
home Advent wreath; maybe it is a daily
Advent devotional.  The “what” is for
you to decide.  Give it a try.  You will be
glad you did…and as always, may you
make the most as you live by faith.

... Russell Smith   

All women are invited to...

EVEning Circle, December 5
The women of the EVEning Circle

invite women of ALL AGES to join us
for food and fellowship on Monday,
December 5, at 6:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.  Bring a favorite food
to share for a potluck dinner and learn
what Blue Ridge’s newest circle has to
offer you and help us with some mission
work.
Christmas Brunch Potluck, December 14

The United Methodist Women unit
meeting will begin at 10:00 Wednesday,
December 14, with a Christmas Brunch,
followed by installation of officers. 
Bring your favorite dish for the potluck.

Youth volunteered at reStart

We can be proud of our seven youth and four adult
sponsors who worked at reStart on November 20.  For two
hours they went through bags of donated clothes and pulled
and sorted coats and winter clothing for residents.  The
volunteer coordinator was amazed at how much work was
accomplished by our team from Blue Ridge.

Want to play in the Orchestra?

It’s still not too late to join the Blue Ridge Orchestra! 
Our first practice will be on Sunday evening, December 4,
from 4:30-5:15 in the Choir Room.  Bring a stand if you
have one.

Attend the “ADVENTure of Christmas”

Celebrate the Gift that this Advent season brings through
the eyes of children.  Children, grandchildren, neighbors,
friends and their adults are invited to join us for the
Children’s Annual Christmas Party on Sunday, December
11, from 2:00-4:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  There will
be games and crafts for all ages as we help children find
Jesus in our holiday traditions.

We would appreciate donations of individually, wrapped
candy (such as Hershey’s Kisses, Starbursts) and two boxes
of small candy canes for prizes and for the children’s gift
bags.  We also need two-liter bottles of pop.  This
Christmas Party is hosted by the Kindergarten/1st grade
Sunday School Class.

R.E.A.P.’s barrels for Christmas donations arrive

As in the past several years, we have the opportunity this
year to help R.E.A.P. stock their Christmas Store shelves. 
They delivered the Christmas Barrels this week.  The
barrels will be in the entry areas through December 12.  Al
Brown, Executive Director of R.E.A.P., anticipates 350-
400 families will be shopping at their Christmas Store this
year.  These families have gone through a screening process
before they are allowed to shop at the Christmas Store.



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, December 4
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

• Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end

• 10:30 a.m., Angel Choir, Room 112
• 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in

Chapel
• 4:30-5:15 p.m., Orchestra practice

Monday, December 5
• 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Break Time

Club, Fellowship Hall
• 6:00 p.m., EVEning Circle Meeting,

Fellowship Hall
• 7:00 p.m., Men of Blue Ridge

planning session, Room 222
• 7:00 p.m., Boy & Cub Scouts, Hobbs

Hall

Wednesday, December 7
• 10:00 a.m., Sisters in Spirit, Room

222
• 6:30 p.m., Chancel Bells
• 6:30 p.m., Men’s Ensemble
• 7:00 p.m., Chancel Choir
• 7:00 p.m., Drama practice
• 7:00 p.m., Equipping the Caregiver

Support Group, Room 222

Thursday, December 8
• 6:30 p.m., Alpha programs

Youth Information:
Sunday, December 4

• 9:30 a.m., Mid High Sunday School,
meet in Sanctuary, then go to class

• 10:30 a.m., The Last Cup Coffee House
• 11:00 a.m., Senior High Sunday School
• 4:30-5:15 p.m., Orchestra practice
• 5:15 p.m., Bells
• 6:00 p.m., Worship/Snack Supper
• 6:45-7:45 p.m., Youth

2006 Flower Chart available for sign ups

The 2006 Flower Chart has been posted on the bulletin
board across from the church office.  If you would like to
provide altar flowers on one or more Sundays
next year, you should sign up now.  The
calendar usually fills quickly as individuals
and families reserve date significant to them. 
Please note that some dates are not available
due to seasonal displays.

A typical arrangement costs $50.  Our floral coordinator
Jennifer Carney will contact you about two weeks in
advance to learn what type of arrangement you prefer and
how you want it acknowledged in the worship bulletin. 
The arrangement is yours to take after the 11:00 service.

Your donations help every Pantry Sunday

This weekend is our monthly Pantry Sunday.  If you can
bring an item or two, our local agencies will really
appreciate your generous donation.  We collect non-
perishable food items and personal hygiene, cleaning and
paper products.  Please place your December donation in
one of the wooden boxes located in the entry area.

Please check your coat closets

We’ve received a “missing coat” report.  This happens
beginning this time of the year — when we have to start
wearing coats.  Someone accidently picked up the wrong
coat on Sunday morning, November 20.  This was the
morning of the brunch downstairs.

The coat is described as a light-weight, navy blue coat
with a hood and lots of pockets.  It was hanging in the
Beatitudes Entry Area coat room.  Right next to where this
coat was hanging still hangs a coat very similar.  It appears
someone just grabbed the wrong coat on their way out of
the building.

If you find this coat in your closet, please call the church
office or Jim Muñoz at 356-7964.

Call church office or come by to order a poinsettia in
honor or memory of a special person.  Poinsettias are still
available at $6.00 per plant.
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Pastor’s Corner:
My favorite time of the year is

Christmas.  I guess I just never grew up
when it comes to observing Christmas.  I
still look forward to getting up early on
Christmas morning and sitting in front of
the Christmas tree in anticipation of all the
excitement which will follow when the
packages are discovered by the children in
the house.  

While Christmas mornings are still
special times, it is not the only part of
Christmas to which I look forward.  In
fact, the Advent Season and all that it leads
up to is one of the things I missed most
about not serving a church as a pastor.  So
it is with great excitement that I approach
the activity that comes with Christmas. 
When I look at the calendar I begin tasting
the special foods and feeling the
excitement generated by the festivities and
look with anticipation to all the special
events being planned here at the church.  It
is such a special time and one I have
missed and look so forward to again.

Over the course of the last few months
we have had special Sundays each month
to help all of us to be more inviting.  It is
no secret if this church is to begin to grow
again it is going to take an effort by each
of us to invite family, old friends and new
persons.  I can not think of a better time of
the year with all the special activities being
held to invite others to attend with you.
What better gift could you give another
than introducing them to your church?  Do
not keep Christmas a secret, but share it
with a friend - old or new.

...Ken Lutgen, Jr.  

Person to person:
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

• As of November 28, the following member has been
reported in an area hospital:  Evelyn Spradling at
Research.

• Thanks to our special “laundry fairies,” Sharon
Ensminger, Evelyn Roberts and Elaine Sidebottom,
who washed 120 choir robes and stoles!  Sharon and
Elaine also did extra work on the stoles and Sharon
mended many of the robes.

• Our sympathy to the family and friends of Bell Brown
for her November 23 death, to the family and friends
of Mary Stewart for her November 24 death and to
Joan Chappelow and family for the November 26
death of her husband Bill.

Prayer Line: 816.358.8622 Church Office: 816.353.1435
Fax Number: 816.353.8770 E-Mail: BlueRgUMC@aol.com
Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org


