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Thisiswue of The Envoy
is gporsored by

the Charcd Bells
in hona of Marge Fredrickson
for her 23 years of dili gent work
in ou church dffice
Happy Retirement!!

Coming up in worship .....

This Sunday, November 27, is the
First Sunday of Advent. The sermon
title is The Great ADVENT-ure.

The scripture readings this week are:

Malachi 3:1-4
Luke 3:1-6

Thisis Conmmunion Sunday
at dl three noming services

November 22, 2005 Vol. 50, Issue 47

Consecration Sunday...

...a great morning of worship, music, food, fellowship
and committing to God his portion of the gifts he has given
us.

We received 205 commitments for $389,741.00.

T8 o increased a step
56 increased
IS5 . new pledges

T o decreased
46 ....... pledged the same as last year

Those who were not able to be with us this Sunday will
receive a commitment card in the mail this week.

Report on our Church Conference

Dr. Steve Campbell convened a well-attended Church
Conference on Tuesday, November 8, which took the
following actions:

First, a District Study Task Force was established which
will do an extensive study of the past, present and potential
ministries of the church. This task force will consider the
future viability of this congregation and how it fits into the
Conference and District’s overall strategy.

Second, a Study Committee, as recommended by the
Trustees, will analyze the data provided by the District
Study Task Force and develop a plan for the needs and use
of the church building and grounds.

While these committees are laying the groundwork for
our future ministry, a new Congregational Life Committee
was organized to plan and develop the current ministries of
the church. This committee will have representation from
all the different parts of this church to coordinate planning
and building a common Church Calendar.



Making the most.....

How isyour filing system? Isit
organized? Isit effedive? Thefile
cabinet represents the best and the worst
of our world. Within the file cainet we
typicdly find important papers and
documents that we can refer to and
benefit from the information found upon
them. Within thefile cdinet we dso
find papers of value that are fil ed away,
lost to the world, rever to be used again.
Our lives can be the sameway. Aswe
cdebrate Thanksgiving this week, let us
look at our lives, evaluating what we ae
grateful for, what there isto give thanks.
Let us consider what gifts God hes given
us and make sure we ae enbradng
them, using them and making sure they
are nat filed away for no oreto see
Take alook. Pull those blesgngs out of
your file. Youwill beglad you dd. So
will we. And as aways, make the most
of your Thanksgiving asyoulive by
faith.

...Russell Smith

You areinvited to attend “Equipping the Caregiver”

Equipping the Caregiver, ou new suppat groupfor
caegivers, started November 2. Jeanne Reeder was our
first expert speeker and demonstrated her knowledge and
long-time experiencewith Alzheimer’s disease, it’s baffling

and mysterious behaviors. She was bath
informative and caring, helping to increase

ways for meaningful living during the
difficult life transitions that are necessary
when afamily member has Alzheimer’s.

Our suppat groupisfor al whoare
caing for an dder adult. Sometimes they cometo live with
usin ou home; sometimes they live next doar, or aaoss
town or aaossthe ountry. When you perform tasks that
the person orce performed for themself with noasdgstance,
you are a caegiver. Grocery shoppng, preparing meds,
supervising finances, being an advocate for doctor
appantments are ommon examples of caregiving.

Join usfor our next meding on Decenber 7. We share
idess, frustrations and ou wisdom. We med thefirst
Wednesday of the month at 7:00 pm. in Room 222. The
spedker for Decamber 7 is Joy George. The subjed is
“Celebrating All the Seasons of Your Life”. Shewill
provide new ideas for meaningful cdebrations through this
phase of aging — the caegiver phase.

For more information you can cdl Judy Eubank, 353
1435,ext. 21.

-

Retirement reception planned for Marge Fredrickson

For the past 23 years, our congregation has been blessed by the efficient and devoted
services of our Business Administrator/Property Manager, Marge Fredrickson. She has

been on the staff of Blue Ridge United Methodist Church since August, 1982. Marge has
shown her love and devotion to this church so many different ways. It is impossible to list
them here. Everyone has seen Marge busy at her job, making arrangements for a meeting
or dinner, in her office figuring the best way to use our money, setting up video cameras,
even moving chairs if the need arises. After 23 years, Marge has decided it is time to retire
and get some rest. We will miss her.

On December 4, we will have a chance to tell Marge how much we appreciate all she
has done for us and our church. Please come to a reception in Marge’s honor December 4,
between the 9:30 and 11:00 services. We will have a chance to thank her for her many
years of service. There will be a basket for cards and love offerings.




Coming Next Week...

Sunday, November 27
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

e Communion served at all three
worship services

« Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end

e 10:30 a.m., Angel Choir, Room 112

Monday, November 28
e 7:00 p.m., Boy Scouts, Hobbs Hall
e 7:00 p.m., Cub Pack, Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, November 29
e 6:30 p.m., Cornerstone

Wednesday, November 30
e 10:00 a.m., Sisters in Spirit,
Room 222
* 5:30 p.m., Kids-on-a-Mission
e 6:45 p.m., Chancel Bells
e 7:30 p.m., Chancel Choir
e 7:30 p.m., Chancel Drama
Thursday, December 1
e 10:00 a.m., Women'’s Bible Study
and Issues Group, Room 223
e 6:30 p.m., Alpha programs

Saturday, December 3
¢ 9:00 a.m., UMW Missions,
Room 221

Youth Information: é’— “lu m SSSS

Sunday, November 27

¢ 9:30 a.m., Mid High Sunday School,
meet in Sanctuary, then go to class

e 10:30 a.m., ThelL ag Cup Coffee
House

e 11:00 a.m., Senior High Sunday
School

e 6:00-7:00 p.m., BELLS ONLY this
evening

Orders are being taken for poinsettias

If you would like to order a poinsettia in honor or
memory of someone special, you may now call the church
office and place your order. The 40 plants will be displayed
during the Advent season. The person ordering a poinsettia
will be able to take it home after the 11:00 service on
Sunday, December 18. This way you can either enjoy it at
home during the holiday season or give it to someone for
their enjoyment. The cost is the same as last year — $6.00
per plant. Please put “plant” or “poinsettia” on your check
when you pay. To make it fair for everyone, we can accept
walk-in or phone-in orders only.

. October, 2005
" Facts and Figures

Jan -Oct
Income...... $49,522 . ........ $460,829
Expenses. . . .. $40,880 . ........ $453,592

$50,468needed monthly to meet $605,615 budget.
District Apportionments . .. ....... Paid in Full $9413
Conference Apportionments ........... $28,600 paid
An additional $7,000 will be paid in November

Principal remaining on Building Debt: . ... $471,481.74

. ;ﬁ@ Have a safe and Happy Thanksgiving
1 from your church staff.




Pastor’s Corner:

It is just hard for me to believe that it is
almost Thanksgiving and how quickly this
year is passing. It has been the tradition in
our family to gather on Thanksgiving Day
with a lot of good food and great fellow-
ship. We are never quite sure how many
of our family will join us, but Linda makes
sure there is always enough for everyone
to eat. Over the years I have really grown
to appreciate and be thankful for these
times together.

Last Sunday Tammy Bartley, in the
Time with the Children, spoke of Thanks-
giving and shared a spiritual discipline that
she recently practiced. Each day she took
time to set down and write out 10 things
for which she was thankful. She shared
how by week’s end it had become more
difficult to identify 10 new things, but that
she had been finally successful in identify-
ing those 10 new things every day. The
exercise she shared caused her to begin
each day in a spirit of thanksgiving.

At times, something as simple as
making a list can change our perspective
on life. I cannot think of a better way to
approach the gift of a new day than from a
sense of gratitude. It is my plan, and I
would invite you to join me during this
season of Thanksgiving, to take up this
spiritual discipline. Sometime during the
early part of the day take the time to set
down on paper 10 things for which you are
thankful. Imagine then practicing this
discipline all the way to Christmas. Do
you really think this simple discipline
could take you all the way to Christmas in
a spirit of gratitude? In the hectic days
which lie ahead, it would be nice if we
could find a way to keep the spirit of the
season. Let us give it a try and begin to
make our list. You never know who might
be watching.

...Ken Lutgen, Jr.

Prayer Line: 816.358.8622
Fax Number: 816.353.8770

Person to person:

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

* As of November 21, the following members have been
reported in area hospitals: Georgene Stinnett at
Research, Marie Stice at Baptist, Jeff Schlotzhauer at
Children’s Mercy and Sue Klotz (requests NO
Visitors) at MCI.

* The Larry Brueggemann family would like to thank
everyone for the much-appreciated meal and cards.

» Shirley Wadleigh would like to thank everyone for the
prayers, cards and telephone calls she received at the
time of her hospitalization.

* A BIG ‘Thank You”to the Fellowship/Nurture
Committee for preparing and hosting the Consecration
Sunday Brunch.

Church Office: 816.353.1435
E-Mail: BlueRgUMC@aol.com
Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30-4:30
To reach our pastors after regular office hours --
Dr. Ken Lutgen, Jr. at 816.454.6062 or klutgen@blueridgechurch.org
Rev. Russ Smith at 816.353.2484 or russell.smith@blueridgechurch.org
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