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Coming up Sunday .....

New Consecration Sunday. Brunch
will be served from 10:30-1:00 in the
Fellowship Hall for everyone who has
made a reservation.

Community Thanksgiving Service
Tuesday, November 22

This year’s Thanksgiving Service will
be at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church in
Raytown, beginning at 7:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, November 22.
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Choir Anthem Honoree:

The anthem our Chancel Choir will be singing for
Consecration/Thanksgiving Sunday, November 20, was
purchased with funds given by the Friendly Class in honor
of Florence Hartman’s 100th birthday this year. The
piece is entitled “Jubilate,” which is Latin (e
for “Be Joyful in the Lord” and continues (| /> ebmte
with this text found in Psalm 100. Italso ) Moyiuly’|
includes words from the hymn “Come, We (| )
That Love the Lord” by famous hymn writer N1,
Isaac Watts. The music is by Kansas
composer John Leavitt and is written for
choir, brass quartet, and percussion.

We appreciate the Friendly Class’ donation to help us
make a joyful noise to the Lord at this worship service.
Blessings, Florence!
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Children’s Sunday Advent Manger Project

Beginning the first Sunday in Advent, the Children’s
Sunday School will be sharing with the congregation a
special project they are working on for Advent. The Advent
Manger Project is planned to help children interact with the
story of Jesus’ birth and respond in faith! A special tree
will be in the Entry Area each Sunday during Advent with
ornaments representing four mission projects sponsored by
United Methodist Board of Global Ministries that we can
support. Please look for the upcoming insert in the
November 20 bulletin for more details!

Thanksgiving holiday .....

The church offices and building will be closed Thursday
and Friday, November 24 & 25, in celebration of
Thanksgiving.



Making the most.....

Let me take this opportunity to let you
know how much the prayers and words
of comfort have meant to us during this
past week. My father suffered a stroke
on the early morning of Sunday,
November 6, and Carla, Amanda and I
made a quick trip to Sedalia. We
traveled there knowing that our church
family would be meeting for worship in
a matter of a few hours and that dad
would be lifted up in prayer. What
spiritual peace we had amidst the fear
and uncertainty of such a difficult
moment. It was because of our relation-
ship with you. Since then, as dad has
entered into a time of therapy and
rehabilitation, you have shared your
hearts with us through kind words, notes,
hugs and the love of God. Please
continue those prayers and please...make
the most as you live by faith.

...Russell Smith

Prayer partners needed

Our Sunday School teachers are very
dedicated to our children — and we are
so thankful! Supporting these
individuals with prayer and small tokens
of apprecia-tion are a couple of ways we
can thank them for their hard work.

We still need nine volunteers to be
‘prayer friends”. If you feel you would
enjoy being a part of this special prayer
ministry, please contact Tammy Bartley
at 455-6869 or the church office.

Is your heart ready?

Driving down the highway this week on a near 80 degree
day, I switched on the radio to find that Christmas music
was now playing 24 hours a day on a local radio station.
My favorite craft store had catapulted from Halloween
masks to Christmas displays in one afternoon and a slight
panic flushed over me as if I was not prepared!

If we let ourselves, the frenzy created by retailers, radio
stations and even well-meaning Christian organizations
working to help those in need during the Holiday season
can circumvent the ‘preparation of our hearts” our
“Advent” of the most significant event of our Christian
faith. As calendars start to get full of programs, parties and
shopping, my heartfelt prayer for everyone is that we find
some time to peacefully, reflectively and prayerfully
prepare our hearts (and our children’s hearts) for a
Christmas season that is full of meaning and purpose in the
spirit of the One who was sent to us!

If you have children in your home, you will soon be
receiving an Advent Packet that can help your family
prepare in a spiritual way for the upcoming celebration of
Christ’s birth, Christmas! There are some wonderful
activities and scripture readings that can help enrich your
family traditions or help make new ones that your children
will remember long after they have children of their own!

May God’s many blessings surround you this Advent
Season! ...Tammy Bartley

“Don’t be fooled by the pumpkin pie.
[T’s jusT squash caggerole with sugar.”




Coming Next Week...

Sunday, November 20
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

* New Consecration Sunday

* Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end

* 10:30 a.m., Angel Choir, Room 112

« 10:30-1:00, Brunch served in
Fellowship Hall, advance
reservations required

¢ 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in
Chapel

* 12:00 p.m., Sunday School teachers’

meeting, Room 221
Monday, November 21
* 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Break Time
Club, Fellowship Hall
* 7:00 p.m., Men’s Bible Study Group,
Room 222
* 7:00 p.m., Boy & Cub Scouts, Hobbs
Hall
Tuesday, November 22
* 6:00 p.m., Fellowship & Nurture
Committee Meeting, Conference Rm
* 6:30 p.m., Cornerstone
Wednesday, November 23
* 10:00 a.m., Sisters in Spirit, Room
222
Thursday, November 24 and
Friday, November 25
* Church offices & building CLOSED

Youth Information: qunj
Sunday, November 20
* 9:30 a.m., Mid High Sunday School,
meet in Sanctuary, then go to class
10:30 a.m., TheL astCupCoffee House
* 11:00 a.m., Senior High Sunday School
* 12:15 p.m., Youth Council Meeting,
Hobbs Hall

+ Evening activities:
serving food at a shelter; bell practice.
Times TBA
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Is your Sunday School class or group doing
something you would like to share with the rest of
your church family? Please let the church office
know about it!

-

“Every member in ministry”...

‘Every member in ministry at Blue Ridge” forms are
available in the church office if you did not get one Sunday.
There was also a copy of that form on the second page of
last week’s Envoy. Please fill out a form and return it to the
office. Several opportunities for you to serve your church
by giving of your time are suggested.

Rosin your bow! Qil your valves! Buy new reeds!

Our church orchestra will be playing on Sunday
morning, December 18, for the fourth Sunday in Advent. If
you have not played before and would like to visit or join,
please call Linda Mann at 353-4826.

We have Entertainment Books

Entertainment 2006 books are available in the church
office. It is handy to have an Entertainment book so you
can use the discount coupons at so many various places.
These books also make great Christmas gifts. This year the
price is $25. What profit the church makes is donated to
Spofford Home for Children. You can call the church
office to make arrangements to pick up your books.
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Pastor’s Corner:

Herb Miller, author of the New
Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program
which we will participate in this Sunday,
November 20, shares, “rather than
requesting financial contributions ‘to pay the
bills’ or ‘support the budget’, New
Consecration Sunday asks people to grow
spiritually by giving a percentage of their
income to the Lord’s Work.” This program
teaches stewardship on the basis of the
need of the giver to give for his or her
spiritual benefit rather than on the basis of
the need of the church to receive to balance
its budget. This year we are actually
conducting our stewardship campaign
before even attempting to put together next
year’s budget. It is our hope that you will
take seriously the question, what percentage
of my income is God calling me to give?
Then based on how you answer this
question we will do our financial planning for
2006.

The first Sunday in November | shared a
breakdown of our congregation’s giving
patterns. | shared that of our 549 member
and giving units that 224 gave from $0 to $5
a week. When you add the 73 units that
give $10 or less a week to this total we learn
that close to 300 or 54% of our giving units
give on an average less than $20 a month to
the church. My hunch is that most of these
persons have not considered giving as a
spiritual discipline that is good for them to
do. Instead, they have viewed their giving
as a response to the need of the church for
money. When this becomes our attitude
towards giving, we all lose. The New
Consecration Sunday Stewardship Program
asks us to consider our giving as a spiritual
discipline that is good for us by considering
the question, “What percentage of my
income is God calling me to give?” The
experience of the program is that when we
consider this question favorably we all win.

| hope you all will make every effort to be
present this Sunday to hear Rev. Dustin
Cooper and consider that your giving is a
spiritual discipline.

...Ken Lutgen, Jr.

Person to person:

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

* As of November 14, the following members have
been reported in area hospitals: Georgene Stinnett at
Research and Sue Klotz at MCI. Sue requests NO
Visitors at this time.

* Thanks to Joel Teachman for his excellent help in
moving all the handbells and chimes to the Sanctuary
in preparation for our Sunday worship services. We
appreciate you!

Prayer Line: 816.358.8622 Church Office: 816.353.1435
Fax Number: 816.353.8770 E-Mail: BlueRgUMC@aol.com
Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30-4:30
To reach our pastors after regular office hours --
Dr. Ken Lutgen, Jr. at 816.746.1174 or klutgen@blueridgechurch.org
Rev. Russ Smith at 816.353.2484 or russell.smith@blueridgechurch.org
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