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This Sunday at Blue Ridge.....

... “Great Day of Singing” at all
three morning worship
services

... Fellowship Coffee in the
Beatitudes Entry Area
between worship services

... United Methodist Women
taking orders for nuts

... Informational Membership
Session with Ken and Russ
in the Beatitudes Entry Area,
beginning at 5:30 p.m.

“ World Wide Day Celebrating
Cong regational Sing ing”

from Linda Mann, Director of Music

Late this summer I received an e-mail from a fellow
music director at the Plymouth Church of the Pilgrims in
Brooklyn, New York.  One hundred and fifty years ago this
church, under the direction of Henry Ward Beecher and his
music staff , published “The Plymouth Collection,” a
visionary and ecumenical hymnal
which dramatically changed the way
hymns were sung in churches all
across America.  Pastor Beecher was
concerned about the musical li fe of
his 21-member congregation.  At this
time, hymn books contained only
words, no music, and most of the
singing was done by the choir.  Henry
felt that all should sing because all
should worship.  His new hymnal was easily held in the
hand and contained 1,347 hymns, organized by categories. 
Today 45 of these hymns are still widely sung ----- among
them:  Amazing Grace, Christ the Lord is Risen Today and
Joy to the World.

Plymouth Church dedicated October 16 as “World Wide
Day Celebrating Congregational Singing,” asking that we
use this opportunity to thank God for the gift of congrega-
tional song and to recognize the importance of it in
worship.  Not an accident, I think, but a “Holy Spirit”
moment that we had also chosen October 16 to be a special
worship day of singing.

Our three identical services, plus a message from Pastor
Ken, call all to come and bring others for a “Great Day of
Singing.”  Oh, by the way, one thing is required for
attending-----a big SMILE!  For those needing one, you
may pick them up free of charge at the Welcome Center. 
Clapping hands are not required, but highly encouraged!!



The Kids-on-a-Mission program is still recycling
aluminum cans.  Recycling bins are next to the trash
dumpster in the back parking lot, behind the Scout

Want to see pictures of our Chris Cakes Pancake
Breakfast?
Go to our web site
and check them out.

www.blueridgechurch.org

Making the most.....

On October 2 we celebrated World
Communion Sunday.  We did things a
bit differently than we normally do.  The
table was set.  The bread was placed. 
The meal was served.  I thought the
response was very positive.  Many
commented on the power behind taking
time to set the table of Christ.  I agreed. 
Since that special occasion I have
thought a lot about one of my favorite
references in Scripture:  John 6:33 “ For
the bread of God is that which comes
down from heaven and gives life to the
world.”   Holy Communion is a great
time to take time out of our busy lives
and remember what God’s love is for us
and come with our brothers and sisters in
Christ to the table.  One of my favorite
songs, entitled ªEat Freelyº, is written by
my father-in-law, Richard Lane.  His
song speaks of the invitation to come to
a li fe in Christ and ªeat freely with meº. 
The bread of heaven comes to us to give
us li fe.  May we choose to li ve in Christ
and eat freely the bread of li fe...and as
always, may we make the most as we
live by faith.

...Russell Smith   

The L ast Cup
...taken from October Youth newsletter  

Thank you to everyone who donated
food, drinks, time, furniture and
decorations to The L ast Cup.  Over 65
people (well over our goal of 50) came
to the grand opening.  What a success!
Don’ t forget The L ast Cup is open to
Mid High and Senior High Youth from
10:30 a.m.-11:00 a.m. Sunday mornings.

Wednesday morning women’s group b egins

Sisters in Spirit, a new women’s ministry, begins
Wednesday, October 19, 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m., in Room
222.  This year, Sisters in Spirit will study the ªFruits of the

Spiritº.  But the fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self control.  Galatians 5:22–23

Every Wednesday there will be
time for fellowship, food, a presenta-
tion of the ªFruitº and a non-
intimidating, facilit ated, small -group
discussion time.

A leadership team has been working to make this an
excellent addition to our church activities.  We pray, if you
feel lead to come, you will come and experience the
ªFruitsº in a way you never have!

All women are invited to the fun!  Ladies, mark your
calendars and if you know someone you think would enjoy
this, please pass the information on to her!  If you have
questions or comments, call Carla Smith at 353-2484. 
Child care will be provided. 



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, October 16
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

• Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end

• Fellowship Coffee
• Orders for nuts can be placed with

UMW, entry area
• 9:15 a.m., Angel Choir, Room 112
• 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in

Chapel
• 5:30 p.m., Membership Information

Session with Ken and Russ,
Beatitudes Entry Area

Monday, October 17
• 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Break Time

Club, Fellowship Hall
• 6:30 p.m., Staff Parish Meeting,

Conference Room
• 7:00 p.m., Men’s Bible Study Group,

Room 222
• 7:00 p.m., Boy & Cub Scouts

Tuesday, October 18
• 6:30 p.m., Cornerstone
• 7:00 p.m., Trustees Committee

Meeting, Conference Room
Wednesday, October 19

• 10:30 a.m., Sisters in Spirit, Room
222

• 5:30 p.m., Kids-on-a-Mission
• 6:30 p.m., Chancel Bells
• 7:00 p.m., Men’s Ensemble
• 7:30 p.m., Chancel Choir
• 7:30 p.m., Evangelism Committee

Meeting, Room 222

Youth Information:
Sunday, October 16

• 9:30 a.m., Mid High Sunday School,
meet in Sanctuary, then go to class

• 10:30 a.m., The L ast Cup Coffee House
• 11:00 a.m., Senior High Sunday School
• 3:30 p.m., Mid High Bells
• 4:00 p.m., Mid High Youth
• 5:00 p.m., Combined Choir
• 5:45 p.m., Worship/Snack Supper
• 6:45 p.m., Senior High Youth
• 7:45 p.m., Senior High Bells

85% of
all care
for an
older
adult
comes
from
family
care
givers.

Family Caregiver

Support Group

College students are important!

Please help our ministry identify those of our church
who are college students.  We want to keep them informed
through The Envoy and special outreach efforts.  Informa-
tion needed includes name, address, school attending and e-
mail address.  Please call the church off ice with this
information.

Caregiver suppor t group begins
November 2 at Blue Ridge Church

Support groups come together on a voluntary basis to
discuss a common problem, condition or li fe situation.  It is
true that we receive help by sharing with others li ke our-
selves.  Eighty-five percent of all care for an older adult
comes from family care givers.  While there are many

rewards, stress is greatly increased in
the families providing care.  There are

increasing demands on time, space,
physical stamina and mental energy.  It
is psychologically diff icult to deal with
the role reversal which occurs as
someone who has been strong,
independent and coherent

begins and continues to become more
dependent increasingly needy.  The emotional
relationship with your loved one will
sometimes change when there are cognitive
dysfunction and major changes in personality. 
Support groups are important as an outlet for
frustration and a source of information in
providing care.  Participation in a support group
may help normalize the experience of care
giving and decrease feelings of burden.  You
will feel ªnot aloneº and receive emotional
support, as well as practical information.

Our hope is that ªEquipping the Caregiverº
will help neutralize the stress of caregiving and make it
possible to bounce back, be energized and joyful, feel
hopeful about li fe.  ªEquipping the Caregiverº is a program
of Raytown Shepherd's Center and Blue Ridge Boulevard
United Methodist Church.  For more information, call Judy
Eubank at 353-1435, ext. 21.

... Judy Eubank, Break Time Club Coordinator
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Pastor’s Corner:
This coming Sunday we will have for

all three services a “ Great Day of
Singing” .  As I look at the program, it will
include old favorite hymns as well as a
variety of musical offerings.  A blessed
church we are in having people who are
willi ng to share their talent in making a
joyful noise unto the Lord.

One of the additional benefits a
program like this provides is the
opportunity to invite others to attend
worship with us.  We learned from the
Celebration Sunday just how important it
is to extend an invitation to family, friends
and those seeking out a church home.  I
heard somewhere that over 85% of the
people attending church come at the
invitation of someone else.  I hope we here
at Blue Ridge make it a habit to invite
others, so as we can come to be known as
an inviting church.

A number of you over the past few
weeks have expressed interest in church
membership.  Russ and I would like to
extend an invitation to those interested to
attend an information meeting.  We will
meet Sunday, October 16, at 5:30 p.m. in
the Beatitudes Entry Area.  At this session
we will discuss issues of belief, church
membership and expectations for those
becoming members here at Blue Ridge. 
Call the church office, 353-1435, and let
them know if you will be attending and if
you need childcare.

...Ken Lutgen, Jr.  

Person to person:
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

• As of October 10, the following members have been
reported in area hospitals: Mary Scott at St. Luke’s
and Lilli an Creed at Independence Regional Health
Center.

• Our sympathy to Duane & Shirley Holder for the
death of her brother and to the family and friends of
Harry Andrew for his October 6 death.

• Congratulations to Maryfrances Wagner who received
an Excellence in Teaching Award.  She was Raytown
High School’s Teacher of the Year and was a top-five
semifinalist for the Missouri Teacher of the Year.

• Thanks to Mary Ann Van Dine and Anne Norton for
their leadership with the Dance Team on Celebration
Sunday and to all the dancers and musicians who
participated in making the day so joyous!

Prayer Line: 816.358.8622 Church Off ice: 816.353.1435
Fax Number: 816.353.8770 E-Mail : BlueRgUMC@aol.com
Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org


