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..1elli ng the news of Blue Ridge Church

-

Thisiswue of The Envoy
is gporsored by

Floyd & Helen Anderson
in cdebration d their
56th wedding annversary
on $ptember 4

Coming up in worship .....

This coming Sunday, Russwill share
with us “Taking Christ with Youinto
Your World”. The scripture for youto
read is Daniel 6.

Labor Day Weekend is
also Pantry Sund ay Weekend

Thisweekend, Labor Day Weekend,
isthe first Sunday of the month —that’s
Pantry Sunday at Blue Ridge UMC.
Please bring an item or two to pu in the
wooden baxesin the entry area

CLOSED LABOR DAY
Monday, September 5
Church offices & building
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Music Department back in full strg swing!

Fall i s here, and as the schod yea begins $ do ou
music groups. Chairs garting right away are listed below.
All groups med in the evening
except Angel Chair. In hisletter to

“Befilledwith\

the Ephesians, Chapter 5, Paul

encourages usto “Befill ed with the the spirit...
spirit...speeking to yourself in spe&king to
Psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, yourself in
singing and making melody in your Psalms, hymns
heat to theLord.” If you have a and spiritual
talent to share and alove of music, songs, singing
the Lord and your church, a chair is and making
agrea way to dfer praise and melody in your
encourage others through worship. heat to the
(Not to mention growing and Lord.”

communing with athers.) For
information about our different
offerings, pick upagolden brochure
onthe Information Table, or cdl Linda Mann, Diredor of
Music, at 353-4826.

September 6. . . . .. Cornerstone Choir and Bell s (adult)

September 7. .. ... .. Chancd Bells, Men's Ensemble,
................. Chancd Chair (adult)

September 11......... Angdl Chair, ages 2 - 1st grade
................... (10:30-11:00a.m.)
........ Mid High and Senior High Bells,
............. Y outh Chair (grades 6-12)

September21............. Kids-on-a-Misson Chair,
..................... (2nd-5th grades)

Instrumentali sts-watch for orchestra oppatunities
coming up soonin The Envoy!



Making the most.....

A few weeks ago Carla, Amanda and
I went to Mitchell, South Dakota to meet
Carla’s brother Ken. The purpose was to
take our niece Amanda to her dad
following her stay with us here this
summer. Near Mitchell is DeSmet, the
home of the ‘Ingalls Homestead.” It is
notable because of the Laura Ingalls
Wilder books and television series,
‘Little House on the Prairie.” We
learned a lot about life ‘on the prairie”
and even rode in a covered wagon,
attended the one-room school house and
saw the cows and chickens in the hay-
roofed barn. It was so amazing to learn
how rough life was back then. I thought
about the many conveniences I take for
granted (indoor plumbing, electricity,
etc.). It was those early homesteads that
paved the way to the new world of the
west. Just like they paved the way for
the west, circuit rider preachers, mothers
and fathers reading the Bible by
candlelight, and church planters paved
the way for Christianity in this part of
the world. They were laborers for the
Lord. We are called to be pioneers in
our current age, to lay the foundations
for new ministries worldwide—laboring
for the Lord even in our own homes.
Today, amidst all of the conveniences of
our world, may we discover the spiritual
homesteads that wait for us to share
Christ. As we approach Labor Day, may
we consider the spiritual homesteads of
our work environment. May the
upcoming holiday bring to you an
opportunity to share Christ through
words, actions and presence. And as
always, may we make the most as we
live by faith.
...Russell Smith
Associate Pastor

Ladies, mark your calendar for September 14

On Wednesday, September 14, Arlene Welch will be
leading us in a mission study on Cuba. We will have a
short business meeting at 10:00, break for lunch
around 12:00 and continue our study until about
2:00 p.m. The study will consist of learning
about the people of Cuba, their government and
United what the Methodist Church is doing in Cuba.
Methodist Every woman in the church is invited to attend.
CMEN Please bring a dish to share. If child care is
needed, please call Marilyn at 356-6694. Mission Team
will coordinate. Please remember to bring your food items
for the Festival of Sharing, held in Sedalia.

Don’t forget to...

...fill out your survey for favorite hymn or chorus song!
Forms are available in a basket on the Welcome Center.

Chris Cakes - pancake king -is coming!

He’s back!!! Yes, Chris Cakes, the Pancake King, is
coming back to Blue Ridge on Saturday, September 17.
Join us for breakfast and a fun time anytime between 8:30-
11:30 a.m. in front of the church building. If the weather
does not cooperate, we’ll gather in the Fellowship Hall and
still enjoy pancakes and be entertained at the same time.
Tickets are $5.00/adults and $3.00/children under 10 years
of age. o)




Coming Next Week...

Sunday, September 4
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

* Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end
* 10:30-11:00 a.m., Liturgical Dance
Practice with Mary Ann & Anne,
Fellowship Hall
* 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in
Chapel
» Garden Produce Table set up in
entry area
Monday, September 5
» Labor Day — offices & buildings
CLOSED
Tuesday, September 6
* 6:30 p.m., Cornerstone
* 6:30 p.m., Nurture/Fellowship
Committee Meeting, Conference
Room
Wednesday, September 7
* 9:00 a.m., Lydia Circle Meeting,
Room 222
* 6:30 p.m., Chancel Bells
* 7:00 p.m., Men’s Ensemble
e 7:00 p.m., Care Givers Support
Group, Room 222
+ 7:30 p.m., Chancel Choir
Thursday, September 8
* 12:30-1:30 p.m., Parents’ Day Out
“mini open house”
Saturday, September 10
* 9:00 a.m., UMW Mission Team
Meeting, Room 221

Youth Information:

Sunday, September 4
» Sunday School Classes
* 10:30 a.m., Dance Practice,
Fellowship Hall
* NO youth this evening — Happy
Labor Day!
Tuesday, September 6
* 7:00 p.m., Bible Study, Hobbs Hall

Memorial enriches our worship experience

In memory of Roger McConrell, a new computer system
as been given for the video presentations in the Sanctuary.

The video team will now be aleto use the enhanced
feaures of the software program, Song Show Plus, that we
dready hadin pace  The power of the new equipment
will alow usto provide new experiencesin ou worship
Services.

We ae very grateful to the McConnrell family for
making this posgble.

Entertainment Books have arrived

We have the 2006edition d the Entertainment Book
avail able for salein the church doffice The pricethisyea is
$25.00for hundeds of dallars of savings. Most coupors
are buy one and get one free Our church doretes our
profits to Spoff ord Home for Children. The more books we
sall --- the larger our profit --- the more we can passonto
Spofford Home.

Be on the lookout for the
Food & Friends sign-up in September

Men of Blue Ridge will be serving spaghetti

Men of Blue Ridge will be hosting their annual Spaghetti
Dinner again thisfall. Infad, mark your cdendars for
Wednesday, September 21, 530-7:30 pm. in the
Fellowship Hall. The MOBRwill be moking and serving
spaghetti, salad, garlic bread, dessert and
drinks. Pricesfor tickets purchased before

and under or afamny tlcket for $20 00.
Tickets purchased at the doar the night of
the Spaghetti Dinner will be $7.00, $4.00
and $22.00.

Watch for atable set upin the entry areaon Sunday
mornings and puchase your tickets from the Men of Blue
Ridge.




Pastor’s Corner:

Over the course of the past five weeks |
have covered in a sermon series the Council
of Bishops five signs of a vital church. | am
not so sure that | have touched on anything
that is necessarily new to you and our church.
Most of what has been covered we have
studied and discussed in the course of the
life of this congregation many times over the
past years. The exercise for me has proved
helpful in that it has once again taken me
back to the basics. We do need to look at
how we receive those who come here for the
first time and how we invite those who are in
need of a church. If we are not intentional
about inviting others, our church will only
continue in decline as the faithful pass. This
is why September 25 is so important for this
church. That Sunday we will just see what
our potential is for inviting others to visit and
become a part of our church. Once others
have been invited, then the church must have
the opportunities for those new persons to
grow in the faith and serve our Lord. We
must evaluate what old ministries we need
to maintain and their capabilities to receive
new members! We must determine what
new ministries must be created to offer the
opportunities needed to assimilate others!
All of this is so basic to keeping Blue Ridge
a vital and growing church. | am really
encouraged by the response and the way
you have received these sermons. Just
maybe for some of us the prospects, of the
future for our church, look rather promising.

This next week through Labor Day
Weekend | will be taking some vacation
time. Itis hard for me to believe how quickly
this summer has passed. Our time of
coming here to Blue Ridge has made for a
very busy summer, but one for which | have
been grateful. | really appreciate the warm
and open reception we have received here
and look forward to this fall and all the
promise it holds for our life together. There
is a building excitement around this church
that we are about a new thing and the
creation of a new day. | have seen this
happen before and | look forward to the new
vision God is bringing to this church.

...Ken Lutgen, Jr.

Person to person:

CHURCHAMILY NEWS

* As of August 28, the following members have been
reported in area hospitals: Mary Stewart at Research
and Hilda Koelling at St. Luke’s South.

* QOur sympathy to Ken & Linda Lutgen and family for
the recent death of Linda’s cousin.

*  Our sympathy to Orris Shattuck and family for the
August 28 death of his wife Nancy.

e Jason, Sara and Zoé Davis welcomed Noah Michael to
their family on August 27.

Church building & offices closed
Monday, S eptember 5
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Prayer Line: 816.358.8622 Church Office: 816.353.1435
Fax Number: 816.353.8770 E-Mail: BlueRgUMC@aol.com
Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org
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Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:30-4:30
To reach our pastors after regular office hours --
Dr. Ken Lutgen, Jr. at 816.454.6062 or klutgen@blueridgechurch.org
Rev. Russ Smith at 816.353.2484 or russell.smith@blueridgechurch.org
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