
This issue of The Envoy
is sponsored by

Sharon Tate
who would like to honor

her parents John & Joy Robinson
with a card shower

celebrating their 50th wedding
anniversary on August 20

      THE ENVOY
...telling the news of Blue Ridge Church  

August 16, 2005   Vol. 50, Issue 33

Coming up in worship .....

The message this Sunday is
“Intentional Faith Development”.  The
Disciples on the Road to Emmaus were
blind to the teachings of Jesus.  He
became known to them in the breaking
of the bread and teaching of the
Scripture.  How are we growing in our
discipleship?  Does this church facilitate
the growing of mature Christians?

If you would like to study the
scripture before Sunday’s worship
service, turn to Luke 24:13-33.

This is Communion Sunday at all
three morning services.

Look What’s Coming Up.......
Here are some special dates that you may want to note

on your calendar and make a special effort to invite others
to attend.  Watch The Envoy for more detailed information
on each event as the time gets closer.

Sunday, August 28
Rally Sunday

9:30 a.m., Children’s Sunday School Classes
Saturday, September 17

Chris Cakes Breakfast
8:30-11:30 a.m., on Blue Ridge Boulevard side of the
church building

Sunday, September 18
Richard Knoll, voice recital, with Linda Mann, piano;

assisted by John Mann, drums, and Hoot Mann, bass
7:00 p.m., Sanctuary

Wednesday, September 21
Men of Blue Ridge Spaghetti Dinner

Saturday, September 24
Blue Ridge UMC float in the Raytown Round-Up Days

Parade
Sunday, September 25

Celebration Sunday
This is the day to celebrate being a part of Blue Ridge
Church and its new mission.  Invite others to join you
on this day for a worship service and tailgate party
following the services.

Friday, October 7
Harvest Festival and Turkey Dinner, sponsored by the

United Methodist Women
Sunday, October 16

“Homecoming Sunday” will be presented by the music
department, featuring favorite worship music from
the past through today.



Making the most.....
For the past month or so our 12-year-

old niece Amanda from Montana spent
part of her summer with us.  She
returned home last Friday.  Her time
with us was a good experience for all of
us, and I know she was truly blessed
with her experience with our ministries
at Blue Ridge Church.  When she arrived
here back in July one of the first things I
did was to take her to the mall (a trip she
was eager to make).  She gave me a two-
hour lesson on what pre-teens like and
dislike.  Wow, what a lesson!  I caught
myself saying to myself, “ things sure
have changed since I was 12!”  I also
realized that when I was 12 there were
probably 34-year-olds saying the same
thing about my age group.  While some
of the stores took me out of my comfort
zone, I knew that I was amidst our
culture, our times and the world which
we live.  I am thankful for my “mall
experience” because it taught me much
about the world in which we, as
Christians, are to take the message of
Christ.  Our Christian faith teaches us to
be “in the world, not of the world.”  But
part of being an influence “in the world”
is staying in touch with it.  As we live
out our calli ng to make disciples, what
can we do to learn about the culture(s) in
our midst?  Let's think about that.  And
as always, may you make the most as
you live by faith.  See you at the mall !

...Russell Smith    
Associate Pastor

June-July, 2005

Jan - July  
Income - June. . . $43,220.87

 July. . .   48,544.95. . . . $328,267.89
Expenses-June. . . $40,361.50

  July. . .   42,326.77. . . . $319,032.83

$50,468 needed monthly to meet $605,615 budget.

District Apportionments - Paid in Full
Conference Apportionments - $19,600 paid

A $9,000 payment will be made in August

Principal remaining on Building Debt: . . . . . . $503,363.07
Interest was raised to 6.25% (prime) on 7/15/05.

This will remain the interest rate for 3 years.  A $10,000
principal-only payment was made before the interest raised,
thanks to four memorials dedicated for that purpose and a
principal-only gift that was received.

Are you the model we are looking for?
Yes, we are looking for some models–

some role models!  
We are looking for individuals to serve our youth in the

upcoming “coffee house” as well as in our morning and
evening ministries!  Please pray about this awesome
opportunity to make a difference in our youth and attend
the upcoming information session:

• Sunday, August 28
• 8:30 a.m.–9:15 a.m. 
• Beatitudes Lobby (located just inside the northeast

entrance off of the rear parking lot)
• Refreshments served
• Please register to attend this event by Thursday, August

25 by calli ng our church off ice (353-1435).

Practice for dancers begins Sunday

Liturgical Dance practice begins this Sunday, August 21, at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall to
prepare a dance for Celebration Sunday, September 25.  Call Linda Mann at 353-4826 for more
information.



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, August 21
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

• Communion served during all 3
morning services

•  Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end

• Garden Produce Table set up in
entry area

• 9:30 a.m., Kids-in-Worship,
Sanctuary

• 10:30 a.m., Liturgical Dance Practice
with Mary Ann & Anne, Fellowship
Hall

• 12:00, Sunday School Training,
Room 221

Monday, August 22
• 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Break Time

Club, Fellowship Hall
• 7:00 p.m., Boy Scouts, Hobbs Hall
• 7:00 p.m., Men of Blue Ridge

Spaghetti Dinner committees,
Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, August 23
• 6:30 p.m., Cornerstone
• 7:00 p.m., Administrative Council

Meeting, Room 221

Wednesday, August 24
• 12:30 p.m., Connecting Hands

Meeting, Room 221

Saturday, August 27
• 9:00 a.m., UMW Mission Team

Meeting, Room 221

Youth Information:

Sunday, August 21
• 10:30 a.m., dance practice with

Mary Ann and Anne
• 11:00-12:00, Sunday School
• 4:30-6:00 p.m., Youth/Worship

We’re taking a survey....

... to find out just what are your favorite hymns or
praise songs.  We will use this information in our
“Homecoming” music Sunday, October 16.  Please fill
out the form below and leave it in the basket at the
Welcome Center (there will be extra forms in the
basket.)  We appreciate your input and will report the top
winners.  Please return forms by September 11.

FAVORITE HYMNS OR PRAISE CHORUSES:

(You may list more than one.  Ten is maximum!)

Name & phone number (optional)

Collecting boo ks for Book Sale

The Shepherd’s Center of Raytown will hold its first
annual Used Book Sale on September 30 and October 1, at
the Blue Ridge Presbyterian Church, 6429 Blue Ridge
Blvd., Raytown.  This exciting book
sale will be held in the Fellowship Hall
from 9:00-5:00 both days.  If you have
used books, tapes or CDS to donate,
please place them in the box sitting by
the wooden, food collection boxes in
our entry area.  They request NO
magazines.

The Shepherd’s Center of Raytown provides 15
programs and services for the older adults of the Raytown
community on a daily basis, such as Meals on Wheels. 
This fund-raising event will assist to fund these important
programs and services.
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Pastor’s Corner:
I must confess I have rather enjoyed this

opportunity to return to a local church and
serve as your minister.  After years of
working in General Church positions it has
been quite a change of pace for me, to
again perform the duties of this office.  I
realize now that I had really missed leading
worship, preaching and the opportunities for
pastoral care.  I guess being a pastor is kind
of like riding a bicycle, once you have
learned how you do not forget.  While I have
not forgotten how, it is still nice to receive
your affirmation as I get back into the
rhythms and routines of serving this church.

I shared in worship this past week, as
part of our series on Signs of a Vital Church,
a part of the Mission Story of our United
Methodist Church.  Whenever I tell part of
this story I am amazed at the response I
receive.  Unfortunately one of the best-kept
secrets in our church is our Mission Story. 
People often respond that they were
unaware of our church being involved with
others in the many ways we are, in relief of
suffering and building up lives and
communities.  The story of Rosette Booker
Brown is just one of thousands which could
be told of persons living sacrificially just so
others might live.  You are a part of this
story when you support your church.

One of the five signs of a Vital Church is
its involvement and service to its community
and the world.  I wonder though if it is
enough for the church to be in Mission
without us deeply involved in this Mission?
I believe we pay a price when the church
does not engage the membership in its
Mission.  We need to find ways to involve
each and every one of us in the opportu-
nities to transform individual lives and the
World in which we live.  The challenge
before us as the church is to encourage
others to take the risk and become involved
in new ways of living our discipleship.  My
hope would be that one day the Mission
Story, rather than being a well kept secret,
would be a story in which we all share.

...Ken Lutgen, Jr.  

Person to person:
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

• As of August 15, the following members have been
reported in area hospitals:  Phyllis Miller at Lee’s
Summit and Mary Stewart at Research.

• Congratulations to Matthew Worthley and Alena
Schump who were married in our Sanctuary Saturday, 
August 13.

• Our sympathy to Russ, Carla and Amanda Smith for
the death of his great uncle, to Bob & Judy Harris for
the recent death of her cousin and to Paul & Rosemary
James for the death of her mother.

• “The family of June Bullock thanks the ministers,
musicians, bereavement committee, members and
friends of Blue Ridge Blvd. UMC for their cards, calls
and support during her illness and untimely death.  Her
life was one of love and caring for everyone.  May
God bless you all.” Bill Bullock & family

• Our thanks to all the musicians who did a great job
filling in during Linda and Cornerstone’s absence this
past Sunday.

Prayer Line: 816.358.8622 Church Office: 816.353.1435
Fax Number: 816.353.8770 E-Mail: BlueRgUMC@aol.com

Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org


