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On Sunday mornings remember to:

... wear your name tag to church
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Coming up this Sunday .....

Pastor Russell Smith will deliver this
week’s message entitled, “…Let me see
again!”  Plan on attending one of these
three morning services to learn more
about the renewing power of Christ.  If
you would like to read the scripture
before you come to church of Sunday,
read Mark 10:46-52.

Vacation Bible Schoo l begins Mond ay

The first evening of Vacation Bible School will be
Monday, July 25, 5:30-8:45 p.m.  Children who have not
pre-registered will be able to do so in the
entry area that evening and then go join their
group.  All children coming to VBS will need

to stop by the registration
table Monday to find out
which group they are
assigned.  All children 3
years-old through 5th grade
are invited to come and join in on the fun
for the entire week.

This year our VBS theme is “Serengeti
Trek,” where kids are wild about God! 
There are so many fun activities planned

for this year — fun ways to learn more about God.
Vacation Bible School will be every evening, July 25 -

July 29, 5:30-8:45.  Since only snacks are served during
VBS, children should have eaten before they come.  The
$7.00 registration fee helps to defray the cost of snacks and
additional needed supplies.

Redbird Mission received stuffed animals

The 172 stuffed animals you donated on UMW Sunday
will bring joy to a sick or recovering child at
Christmastime.  Since the stuffed animals were new items,
they will be given as a gift to the children at Redbird
Mission Clinic, a United Methodist sponsored organization. 
We had a nice tour and lunch at the mission — so thanks
for giving us an opportunity to represent our church on a
fun trip.

Once again, a big thank you from the UMW for your
donations.

Gene & Anna Brown and Earl & Alice Wehmhoener  



ADD $2.00 for any XXL
ADD $3.00 for any XXXL

Making the most.....

You may have, and you probably will
notice that I end most of my writings and
messages with the words, ªmake the
most as you live by faith.º  This state-
ment of encouragement has emerged
over time as my purpose for ministry and
my li fe.  It is what I hope God uses me
for Ð to encourage all to make the most
of everything as we experience a li fe of
faith.  ªMaking the mostº has been a
theme for me for years.  I remember
signing my high school and college year
books, ªMake the most of _____(li fe,
college, etc.) and it will make the most
of you.º  When Carla came into my li fe,
her theme was ªlive by faith.º  Her
passion for God and her desire to li ve by
faith inspired me.  Thus, I have come to
realize that successful li ving is not just
about us making the most of things.  It is
about us, as persons of faith, making the
most of things as we live by faith. 
So...my hope and my prayer is?  You
guessed it:  that you may make the most
as you live by faith!

...Russell Smith    
Associate Pastor   

Congratulations to one of our members

Claude Harmon has recently received
two awards.  He is a driver for the VA
Hospital.  He picks patients up for
doctor’s appointments, takes them to the
hospital for their appointment and then
returns them home.   At the Volunteer
Award Banquet he received an award for
driving over 3,000 miles.  But it doesn’ t
stop there Ð he also received a plaque
from Disabled American Veterans for
ªDepartment Driver of the Year Award
for the Western Division.º

Garden Produ ce Table off t o a good start

This past Sunday was the first week this summer for the
Garden Produce Table.  There was a variety of fresh garden
items donated for those who do not have a garden to take
and enjoy.  The fee is only a free-will donation.  If you
missed the table last Sunday, look for it in the entry area
close to the Hobbs Hall entry door.

Still time to order Blue Ridge shir t

You still have time to place an order for a summer, Blue
Ridge shirt.  Forms are available in the church off ice or you
can fill out the form below and bring it by the church off ice.

Blue Ridge United Method ist Church
Shirt Order Form
(Profits will go toward appo rtionments) 

Name Telephone #

CIRCLE YOUR CHOICE

SHORT-SLEEVE T-SHIRT
Adult - $20.00 S M LG XL XXL XXXL
Youth - $17.00    XS S M LG XL

SHORT-SLEEVE DENIM SHIRT
Adult - $35.00 S M LG XL XXL XXXL

 SHORT-SLEEVE POLO SHIRT
Adult - $25.00 S M LG XL XXL XXXL

Payment must accompany order.
Please make check payable to:

Blue Ridge Blvd United Methodist Church
Amount paid $

$5.00 is Tax Deductible on Youth shirts
$8.00 is Tax Deductible on Adult shirts 



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, July 24
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

• Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end

• 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in
Chapel

• Garden Produce Table set up in
entry area

Monday, July 25
• 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Break Time

Club, Fellowship Hall
• 5:30 - 8:45 p.m., Vacation Bible

School, 3 years old thru 5th grade
Tuesday, July 26

• 6:30 p.m., Cornerstone
• 5:30 - 8:45 p.m., VBS

Wednesday, July 27
• 12:30 p.m., Connecting Hands

Meeting, Room 221
• 1:00 Break Time Volunteer Meeting,

Room 222
• 5:30 - 8:45 p.m., VBS
• 7:30 p.m., Summer Choir

Thursday, July 28
• 5:30 - 8:45 p.m., VBS

Friday, July 29
• 5:30 - 8:45 p.m., VBS

Youth Information:

Sunday, July 24
• Sunday School Classes
• 4:30-6:30 p.m., destination unknown

Monday, July 25
• 5:30 - 8:45 p.m., help with VBS

Tuesday, July 26
• 5:30 - 8:45 p.m., help with VBS

Wednesday, July 27
• TBA, Fun Night

Thursday, July 28
• 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Bible Study
• 5:30 - 8:45 p.m., help with VBS

Friday, July 29
• 8:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m., Youth Council

Retreat

R.E.A.P. schoo l supp lies barrels arr iving

R.E.A.P. will be delivering the collection barrels for
school supplies.  The collection barrels will be in our entry
areas July 31 through August 7.  Below is a li st of items
needed by R.E.A.P.:

Ball point pens - black and blue
Colored pencils, box of 12
Compass
Crayola crayons, box of 16 and 24
Elmer's glue, 4 oz and 8 oz. bottles
Erasers - pink
Fiskar scissors - pointed and blunt
Glue sticks
Graph paper - 4 inch square
Hi-liters
Hytone 3rd grade, large, wide-line writing tablets
Index cards - lined and unlined
Magic marker (black) with slanted tip
Notebook paper, narrow and wide ruled
Notebooks, 1½ inch, 3 ring
Pack of dividers
Pencils #2
Plastic school box
Pocket folders - with and without prongs
Protractor - 6 inch
Red and blue pencils and pens
Rulers (inches and millimeters)
Spiral notebooks, narrow and wide ruled (70 page)
Spiral steno notebooks
Washable markers, thick, Crayola #8, basic colors
Water colors (Prang)
Zippered pencil bags
Cash for shoes

There are copies of this school supply li st on the
Information Table in the entry area that you are welcome to
pick up and take with you when going school supply
shopping.
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Pastor’s Corner:
Sunday, July 10, was a great day.  Just

before the 8:15 service, Russ and I had the
opportunity to pray with our Senior High and
Sponsors before they departed for their
Mission Trip to Wichita Falls, Texas.  Then
we had the opportunity to be in worship with
you in the three services and meet many of
you for the first time.  I appreciate the
wonderful spirit in which you have
entertained the change of pastors and the
way we do things.

I announced Sunday to place Sunday,
September 25, on your calendars as a Day
of Great Celebration here at Blue Ridge.  On
that Sunday our new Mission Statement will
be brought to the congregation.  There, of
course, will be food and fellowship and all
kinds of activities.  My hope would be to
begin to unfold plans for the growing of this
church and to share opportunities for all of
us to grow in our discipleship.  It also will be
a time for the community to greet your new
Pastors.

To prepare for this Day of Great
Celebration I asked all present Sunday, and
I would ask you to join them in your prayers,
to ask God to lift up the name of someone
you should be asking to come and join with
us on Sunday, September 25.  This
someone you should bring could be some-
one you know or someone God will lead to
you.  The person could be a family member,
children or grandchildren, or a former
member or someone no longer attending,
but whoever it is, as the name comes to you,
pray they will be open to your invitation.  My
message this past Sunday was on the
importance of this kind of prayer.  As you
receive the name of those you are to invite
be sure to include them daily in your prayers,
praying for their attendance on the Day of
Great Celebration for Blue Ridge Church.

Be sure to mark Sunday, September 25,
on your calendar.  We will “Sport the Blue”
on that day by dressing in blue, so that we
can spot all those coming here as your
guests.

...Ken Lutgen, Jr.  

Person to person:
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

• As of July 18, the following member has been reported
in an area hospital:  Mary Stewart at Research.

• Congratulations to Anna Schroeder and Kevin Lemen
who were married in our Sanctuary on July 9.

• Congratulations to Jim Jamis and Sierra Hedrick who
were married in our Sanctuary on July 16.

• ªA huge Praise God for and thank you to the many
who contributed and participated in getting us moved
into our new home.  You know who you are and we
are grateful for all you have given and done.  Many
blessings.º  Rev. Russell & Carla Smith (and Amanda, too!)

• We welcome several new members to our church
family:
Carla Smith, 12708 E 52nd St S, Independence MO,

64055; 353-2484
Linda Lutgen, 5240 Main, Kansas City MO, 64118;

454-6062
Carlos & JFi Romious and children Taylor, Taryn & 

Carlos, Jr., 11919 E 54th Terrace, Kansas City 
MO, 64133; 225-7182

Linda Parvin, 1913 S Maywood, Independence MO, 
64052; 833-2234


