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“ Love Your Enemy” ...

...is the sermon title for this Sunday.
Ken will have much to say about letting
anger towards our enemies control our
lives as he teaches us to love our enemy. 
If you’d li ke to study ahead, the scripture
readings will be Matthew 5:43-48 and
Mark 12: 13-17.

If you have out-of-town guests 
or know of visitors in the area for the
holiday weekend, bring them along with
you or encourage them to attend one of
our three worship services.
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Registration Sunday is July 10.  Forms
are also now available in the church
off ice for the July 25-29 Vacation Bible
School for children, grandchildren and
neighbor kids!

w w w . b l u e r i d g e c h u r c h . o r g

If you haven’t visited our church web site lately, you might
take a look and see what’s new! We have a Photo Library
where you’ll find pictures of past and current activities.
Browse through last years Mid-High Youth on their trip to St.
Louis and Senior High Youth on their Mission trip to
Colorado and their White Water Rafting. The Men of Blue
Ridge are well represented with photos of the last Spaghetti
Dinner, and you can re-visit last year’s Ministry Fair. See this
year’s Easter Egg Hunt, Women’s Bible
Study, Women’s Retreat(s) and more.

We’re always looking for more photos
so please take along your camera when
your group has an activity! What a great
way to let people know how busy and
productive the people of Blue Ridge are!

While you’re visiting our web-site, check out the
SERVICE page. This area contains valuable information about
volunteering in the community and lists the many places that
continually need volunteers, regular and part time. Rosalie
Vanzant has spent endless hours compili ng this information.

You can find answers to questions about prayer and it’s
significance in our lives on the PRAYER page. We really
appreciate the time that Ted Hinrich’s dedicated to assembling
all this information.

The ENVOY is published on the web site weekly. Those
that receive their newsletter on-line receive it before those that
receive theirs through the mail ! An email i s sent out  letting
them know the newsletter is published and ready for ‘pick-up’
on-line. Call the church off ice to leave your email address if
you would like to be added to the list.  The Envoys are
archived on-line as far back as January 2004.  If you want to
check a past article and you haven’t kept your hard-copy, you
can access it here! 

From time to time we’ll publish articles in the Envoy
updating you on changes and additions to our web-site. And of

course we welcome feed-back!  Watch for the  www .



Annual Ice Cream Social
Annual Ice Cream Social date has been set 

Sunday, August 7
5:00-6:30 p.m.

This event is sponsored
by the Adult Work Camp.

Making the Most...

There are so many “catch phrases” that
influence our society.  As someone who
enjoys presidential history, I can think of
many catch phrases that have come from
our nation's Presidents: “The only thing
we have to fear is fear itself,” “ Ask not
what your country can do for you, ask what
you can do for your country.”  “ I still
believe in a place called hope” ... As Carla,
Amanda and I come to join you in
ministry, I can't help but think of the
scripture-based catch-phrase that gets me
through many journeys: “I can do all things
through Christ who give me strength.” 
(Phil 4:13).  As I come to discover all of
the opportunities, I come with the
assurance that “ We can do all things
through Christ who give Us strength!”  
May you make the most as you live by
faith!

..... Russell Smith  

Talent Show DVD’s

Here's you
chance to witness
the great talent of
Blue Ridge even if
you weren't able to
attend the June 12
Talent Show! By
making a donation
to the Building Fund, you can get a DVD
of the 30 act, two hour program at no cost.
Stop by the table in the Beatitude Entry
Area over the next few Sundays, make you
donation and pick up your DVD.   Thanks
to Judy and Berk Stanley for taping and
editing (for time) and to Susan and John
Rebholz for supplying the CD's. You can
also call the church off ice or Judy Stanley.

Retirement Reception fun for all, i ncluding Jim

On Saturday, June 18,
over 200 people attended a
Retirement Reception in
honor of Dr. James Smith
and his wife Sandy.  The
reception was highlighted
by a “roast” of Dr. Smith
given by his wife and some
of his close friends.  Linda

Mann accompanied Debbie Keeton, who sang a beautiful
Gaelic Blessing.  The program was concluded by Dr. Sam
Holder presenting Dr. Smith with a check for $2500, a gift
from the Blue Ridge congregation.

Pantry Sunday donations needed

As you do your shopping this week, be sure to pick up some
extra non-perishable items for Pantry Sunday, July 3. Our

monthly donations of cereal,
crackers, peanut butter, soap,
toothpaste, tuna, soup and so
much more help to fill those
shelves at R.E.A.P. that can
empty so quickly. More food
and toiletries are needed to
sustain some homes during the
summer because the children are

out of school and they are spending more time at home. Bring
your donations with you this Sunday and lets get those bins
fill ed!



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, July 3
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

• Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end

• Shirt sale in Beatitude Entry Area
• Talent Show DVD’s available in

Beatitude Entry Area. 
• 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in

Chapel

Monday, July 4
• Building and offices closed in honor

of July 4th holiday.

Tuesday, July 5
• No Cornerstone tonight

Wednesday, July 6
• No choir or bells

Thursday, July 7
• 10:00 a.m., Women’s Bible Study

and Issues, Room 223

Youth Information:

Sunday, July 3
• Sunday School Classes
• NO YOUTH TONIGHT

Happy July 4th weekend!

Thursday, July 7
• 11:30-12:30 Bible Study -

Worship Room 

Bagpiper puts priceless look on Jim’s face!

We thank bagpiper Mark Stanfield for surprising Pastor
Jim on his last Sunday at Blue Ridge. (Yes, at the first service,
we were able to sneak him in–until that first note, of course! 
Folks said the look on Jim's face was priceless!)  Many asked,

ªWhere did you find the bagpiper?º   Well , of
course, where you get anything these days–on
the internet!!!  Actually, we e-mailed the KC
Scottish Games website and were put in
contact with the head of the Pipe and Drum
band at St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, a
group that competes nationally.  He gave us
Mark's name, who had once been a member
of the group.  Mark grew up in the
Presbyterian Church and has a degree in string
bass and music electronics.  He became
interested in the bagpipes and has studied for
six years, including some time at the
Edinburgh bagpipe school.  He will enter

pharmacy school at UMKC this fall; his wife is a speech
pathologist.  If you would like to hear a repeat of our opening
hymn with a bagpipe band, you will find it on Amy Grant's
CD ªLegacy.º  Jim said, ªThey'll be pipes when we get to
heaven!º  and we appreciate being given a small glimmer of
that last Sunday!

Orders for Blue Ridge logo shirts 

The Nurture/Fellowship Committee is once again
sponsoring the sale of Blue Ridge logo shirts. Orders will be
taken over the next few Sundays in the Beatitude Entry Area
between services.

The three choices for summer are:

•   SHORT-SLEEVE-T-SHIRT
Adult-$20.00, Youth-$17.00

•   SHORT-SLEEVE-DENIM   
Adult $35.00

•   SHORT-SLEEVE POLO
Adult - 25.00

Order forms will also be available in the church off ice.
Profits from the sale will go toward apportionments.
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Pastor’s Corner:
At the recent reception for Jim and Sandy

Smith, Sandy described her journey with Jim
by the different hats he wore. I come to you
changing hats. The past five years I have
worn the hat of being your District
Superintendent and now change that hat to
become your Senior Pastor. What an honor it
is and how humbling for me to now take to
the pulpit once fill ed by my close and dear
friends Russell Lytle, Rick Hammet and Jim
Smith. Jim and Sandy have been some of my
closest friends over the years. 

The call to ministry and the itenerate
ministry bring me to serve here with my wife
of 39 years, Linda. We look forward to
becoming a part of this church family. We
covet the opportunity to get to know you and
for you to get to know us. Our initial outings
into the congregation have caused us to
experience your hospitality and graciousness.
It is our hope and prayer that the years ahead
are ones fill ed with bringing others to
experience and become a part of this great
fellowship known as Blue Ridge United
Methodist Chuch.

It is a privilege also to have the
opportunity to serve with the Rev. Russell
Smith, who comes to us as our new
Associate. Linda and I have recently gotten
to know Rusty, Carla and Amanda and know
they will also become a strong addition to
this church family.

I am sure there are a number of changes
in store for all of us, that come as an
opportunity to strengthen the ministry of this
great church.

What is ahead for Blue Ridge Church? I
am sure there are a number of changes in
store or us all that I believe come as an
opportunity to strengthen the ministry of this
great church.                            

 ....Ken Lutgen, Jr.

Person to person:
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

· As of June 27, the following members have been
reported in area hospitals: Larry Brueggemann, Jacki
Hansen and Mary Stewart all i n Reasearch.

· Our sympathy to Gene & Anna Brown and Gerry
Tetlow and family for the June 21 death of Anna's
mother.

· The United Methodist Women want to thank you for
the stuffed animals you donated for Redbird Mission
and those who brought fresh flowers for UMW
Sunday.  Also, a big thanks to the Men of Blue Ridge
for serving refreshments.

Prayer Line: 816.358.8622
Church Off ice: 816.353.1435

Fax Number: 816.353.8770
E-Mail : BlueRgUMC@aol.com

Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org

  


