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and his June 22 birthday

Missouri Annual Conference

Headlines and rumors can be and
usually are misleading. The inside pages
of this Envoy summarize the good, great
and unfortunate happenings undertaken by
this year’s Missouri Annual Conference
session.

Youth help Ronald McDonald House

On Saturday, June 11, youth Carey
Lewis, Thomas Sims, Amanda and
Melissa Tope, Samantha Woodward and
sponsor Sherri Woodward worked at
Kansas City’s Ronald McDonald House.

Out of town families with hospitalized
children are provided lodging by this
facility. Our group deep cleaned rooms
and baseboards and organized the
cleaning supply closets. They also took
a large package of aluminum can pull
tabs, which the organization turns in for
money. Just a reminder — save your
pull tabs and leave in the church office.
We thank the above folks for giving of
their time to help others!
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For the children and for the church,
pray and say - “ltis I, Lord”

We are facing a critical time in the elementary division
of our Sunday School. We need a minimum of 14 teachers
to staff our rooms. To follow our Safe Sanctuary policy
and to allow teachers to be gone occasionally, it would be
preferable to have more. Starting this fall there are four
teachers returning. That means that at least 10 people or
more are needed to help our children learn about the
Christian way of life. We are very blessed to have an
excellent Children’s Coordinator in Tammy Bartley. She
not only runs the program, but teaches a class as well
because of the shortage of volunteers.
Y- . However, she must have help. Right
A1 /jf now she is working hard to plan an
/ excellent Bible School for the children.

i If you have a child in Sunday School at
Ja 7ulb| 9:30, you know how important that
Sunday SChOOl hour is for them. For generations the

mothers and fathers of our church have
volunteered to be in the classrooms. Does it mean some-
times making a sacrifice? Yes, it does. It will mean
attending a different church service or not being in an adult
Sunday School class for a period of time. Does it mean
being faithful and dedicated to the call? Yes, it does.
However, I believe everyone will agree that nothing is more
important than helping your child start their life down the
right path. I taught Sunday School for many years and it
was the most rewarding thing I have ever done. We cannot
always let “someone else” pick up the cross. Please pray
about this so that you can say, “It is I, Lord.” If you are not
yet a parent, or if you have young children in this age
division, or if your children are older, please call Tammy or
me and share in the wonderful experience of teaching. The

church and the children need you!
Charlotte Robinson, Education Committee




“Walking Jesus’ Path”

‘On this Corner”

No one will be the voice of hope like
you, on this corner.

No one will be the song of peace like
you, on this corner.

No one will be the arms of love like
you, on this corner.

No one will be the living Christ like
you, on this corner.

No one has more to give to this
community, this city, than you, on this
corner.

... Cheryl

Our church librarian reports ...

We reported a few weeks ago that
over 20 books were missing from the
Church Library. The cards are in the
check-out box, but there are NO
NAMES written on the cards. Below
is a partial listing of those books. As
room allows, more titles will be
published. Please return these books
as soon as possible or write your name
and phone number on the proper card.
Books are very expensive so it is
important to keep track of them.

Adult Books —

How Can I Find God
Growing Compassionate Kids
Poems to Cherish
Out to Pasture

Life Together

We welcome our new pastors, Ken
and Russ, this Sunday with a Fellowship
Coffee in the Beatitudes Entry Area.
Please remember to wear your name
tags to church.

Report from Annual Conference

Though faced with some of the most challenging issues
anyone can remember, the members of the Missouri
Conference experienced true conferencing during its
Annual Conference Session, and conducted its business
with a spirit of trust and cooperation, while remaining
focused on their unifying purpose of making disciples of
Jesus Christ.

When Bishop Robert Schnase rapped his gavel to call
the first session to order, he note that he had
@ never done that before. Elected Bishop and
A assigned to Missouri last September, this was
his first time presiding over an Annual
Conference.

Bishop Schnase began the session by lifting
up Wesley’s own explanation of what it means
to conference, stressing that conference is not
just the act of conferring, but the persons who did the
conferring. The first Methodist conference covered what to
teach, how to teach and how to organize around the
doctrine, discipline and practice. Wesley said God should
always be foremost in all things and great care given as to
how to give ‘especial care”to others.

“We are here to confer and deliberate,” said Bishop
Schnase. ‘Some of our work will be joyful, some hard,
some of it moving, some of it very difficult. We must hear
Wesley’s admonition to set God always before us. Annual
conference is an expression of basic Christian community,
of koinonia. It is the Body of Christ. When we depart I
pray we find ourselves renewed and strengthened, ready to
return to our congregations - ready to make a difference.”

The primary issue concerning all of the members of the
Conference was the recent lawsuit in which Teresa Norris
sued the Conference for intentional failure to supervise a
pastor who is no longer with the denomination. After a
two-week trial, the jury returned a unanimous verdict in
favor of Norris, awarding $2 million in compensatory
damages and $4 million in punitive damages.

On the first day of Conference, Bishop Schnase spoke to
the body for more than an hour about the Norris case,
providing a detailed account from his personal perspective,
having witnessed more than 80 hours of trial time. After
sharing the details of the case, he moved on to the three
areas of response: 1. What can we learn? 2. What are the

legal steps ahead? 3. What are the financial implications?
(Continued on next page)




Coming Next Week...

Sunday, June 26
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

* Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end

» Fellowship Coffee welcoming new
pastors, Dr. Ken Lutgen and Rev.
Russ Smith

* 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in
Chapel

Monday, June 27

* 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Break Time
Club, Fellowship Hall
« 7:00 p.m., Boy Scouts, Hobbs Hall

Tuesday, June 28
* 6:30 p.m., Cornerstone
« 7:00 p.m., Cub Scouts, Hobbs Hall

Wednesday, June 29
* 6:30 p.m., Chancel Bells

Youth Information:

Sunday, June 26
» Sunday School Classes
* 4:30-6:00 p.m., Youth/Worship
Tuesday, June 28
» Fun Night to a drive-in movie. Call
Jason for details if you plan to
attend.
Thursday, June 30
* 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., Bible Study
in Worship Room

(Report from Annual Conference continued from page 2)

Regarding what can be learned, Amy Gearhart Sage, chair
of the Board of Ordained Ministry, announced that a Bishop’s
Task Force on Covenant Accountability has been created to
examine current standards of professional behavior and
policies and procedures for assessing that behavior. The task
force developed a plan of accountability that will make
recommend-ations to the 2006 Annual Conference.

Larry Tucker, an attorney representing the Conference,
explained how the legal team has been expanded, and
stated that post-trial motions asking for a judicial ruling in
favor of the Conference not withstanding the jury’s verdict,
a reduction in damages and a new trial have been filed.
The Conference is awaiting the judge’s ruling on those
motions.

Financially, the budget for the remainder of 2005 was
revised to create a $500,000 legal

¥ 5| made in the 2006 budget, adding another
§ L ¥ 2| $500,000 to that fund. In addition, the
overall budget for 2006 was increased one
percent, to put an additional $160,000 in
the legal contingency fund.

Cuts came from across the board in an attempt to remain
fair to all ministry groups during the coming year, which
will be a year of evaluation for all programs.

When it came time for budget discussion during
Conference, there was much less discussion than usual,
even though the changes to the budget were far greater than
in a typical year. The final budget passed as proposed.

Sunday morning’s worship service was a service
celebrating African Americans who remained in the
denomination through past years of racism. The Rev.
Emanuel Cleaver II, pastor of St. James UMC in Kansas
City and U.S. congressman, preached at the service.

Offerings throughout the weekend supported those in
need. Nearly 11,000 health, school, clean-up and medicine
kits with a value of about $144,450 were collected for
tsunami relief in Southeast Asia. (These numbers may go
up a bit, as some items are still being given to the Office of
Creative Ministries.) Monetary offerings of almost $45,000
were collected for Mozambican pastors, Missouri
missionaries and youth/young adult ministries. ‘That’s the
largest amount I can remember being given during Annual
Conferences,” Reuben Wilbur, Conference treasurer and

director of administrative service, said.
Story by Fred Koenig, Missouri Conference publications editor
(additional information supplied by Karen Gordy-Panhorst)



Pastor’s Corner:

Sandy and I ask you to accept our
sincere thanks for all of the many
kindnesses and expressions of goodwill
you have extended to us at our
retirement. Your generous gifts and
notes mean more to us than we can say,
and they say more about the gracious
spirit of this congregation than any
words we could devise.

That spirit is also manifest in the
many other facets of your caring for
others, represented in your varied
projects in mission, aid to the
community and support of fellow
members. These go on quietly week
after week without much recognition or
thanks, but they have made a difference
in many lives and I have been
privileged to witness them and be
amazed.

During these past few years it has
also been a pleasure and an honor to
share with you in these and many other
areas of your life in Christ, and I look
forward to being able to watch you
move forward under the leadership of
Ken Lutgen and his wife Linda. As 1
have moved toward a retirement that
will allow more time to watch, I have
had three opportunities present them-
selves for part-time ministry. Two of
these are still open possibilities, includ-
ing a position on staff here at Blue
Ridge. I ask your prayers in discerning
God’s lead in this choice. In any case,
thank you all for sharing your life with
us.

Grace & Peace,

Jim

Person to person:

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

¢ As of June 20, the church office has not been notified
of any member being in an area hospital.

* The following received the sacrament of baptism on
Sunday, June 19: Zoey Michele Norton and Maegan
Elizabeth Norton, daughters of Aaron & Anne Norton;
Lillianne Joelle Ross, daughter of Jason & Allana
Ross.

* Our sympathy to Shirley Salmon for the June 19 death
of her sister.

* [ wish to thank all the ladies who took part in UMW
Sunday and made it so successful. God bless you all.
If you are not a part of the United Methodist Women
and would like to be, or need more information, please
call me at 356-6694. ... Marilyn Yorke

* Special thanks to youth Ellen Chancey and Roland
Hess for spending the entire afternoon helping to set

up for the talent show! ... Linda Mann
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