Il THE ENVOY

...telling the news of Blue Ridge Church

-

Thisiswue of The Envoy
isin apgedation d

Mick & Shaon
at Walkerworks Printing
for their generous suppat
of our church

Celebrate Pentecost this Sund ay

This Sunday will be Pentecost, the
birthday of the church, and we will
celebrate the power of that Spirit that has
been transforming people and nations for
centuries. Let us pray that we may be
among a list of eight things that trans-
forms a life, a church, a nation and a
world in our own time.

Read Jim’s Pastor’s Corner on the
back page for the “list of eight things”.

BE SURE TO WEAR YOUR RED!

)

WHEN THE DAY OF
PENTECOST
CAME... ALL OF THEM
WERE FILLED WITH THE
HOLY SPIRIT.
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Men of Blue Ridge Golf Outing
will be this Saturday

The Men of Blue Ridge Fellowship
Golf Outing will be held this Saturday,
May 14, at Teetering Rocks Golf Course
in Raytown. Registration begins at 7:30
a.m. The $50.00 fee per golfer includes green
fee, cart, lunch, drinks and prizes. For non-
golfers who would like to come to support
those participating and for lunch and drinks,
the cost is $10.00. If anyone would like to
sponsor a hole for $25.00 or for more
information, call Al Maddox at 356-2794.

Graduates to be recognized this Sunday

Our high school and college graduates will be
recognized this Sunday at the 9:30 service. There will be a
reception in the Beatitudes Entry Area following the 9:30
service for our graduates.

Youth’s 30-Hour Famine fund raiser begins

The youth will be in the Beatitudes Entry Area this
Sunday through June 5 taking donations as they plan for
their “30-Hour Famine.” They will have a lock-in on June
10-11 where they will fast, pray and learn about world
hunger. All donations will go toward this cause. Save your
coins to go into their “Penny Wars” jars as the men and
women battle it out!

When our Blue Ridge youth participated in the “30-Hour
Famine” last year, they received over $1600 in donations.
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could help them “top” that
amount?



Golden Key meets May 20

Golden Key Potluck Luncheon begins
at noon on Friday, May 20, in the
Fellowship Hall. The program following
lunch will be ‘Presidential Decisions

That Impacted the World.”
Another highlight of the
day will be a video of
®=‘B‘j‘ Florence Hartman’s

birthday celebration.
Senior citizens, plan on bringing a
covered dish and enjoying an
entertaining program and the fellowship
of others.

This concerns cell phone users...

An email message was received the
other day stating that toward the end of
this month cell phone numbers are being
released to telemarketing companies. If
this happens, you most likely will start to
receive sales calls on your cell phone
and will be charged for your minutes on
these calls.

Call 888-382-1222 from your cell
phone or register online at
www.donotcall.gov. It is the national
DO NOT CALL list. It only takes a
minute of your time and will block your
number for five years.

Have you signed up yet?

Signed up for what? The June 12
Blue Ridge Talent
Show, of course! R T
You can call Linda J’w / /
Mann at 353-4826 /] My
or the church office, VoK
353-1435, to get your
name/names on the list of those per-

forming that night. Come on — it’s
going to be a really fun evening!

“Walking Jesus’ Path”

Here is a timely article by George R. Plagenz that puts
God and spring into perspective for us:

A garden can also be a metaphor for the beauty in our
lives.

Let us tell you the story of three gardens. One of them
grew in the back yard of a Yale professor’s house in New
Haven, Conn. The professor was known to comment
frequently about its unusual magnificence.

One day, one of his students came to see the garden. He
was astonished to find that it was only a very small garden,
no more than six feet wide, squeezed tightly between two
apartment buildings.

‘How narrow it is,” the student said.

“Yes,” said the professor. Then he pointed to the sky.
‘But look how high it is.”

The second garden grows in Boston. It is known as the
Public Garden. It has rolling lawns, a pond where the swan
boats glide, beautiful flowers and spreading shade trees.

Several years ago, when I lived in Boston, sewers were
laid under the Public Garden. The giant steam shovels
which were brought in dug up a vast amount of oyster
shells.

Passersby who inquired were surprised to learn that
those oyster shells were part of a giant heap of rubble and
debris on which their city’s beautiful garden had been built
more than 100 years before.

The third garden grows in a town in South Carolina.
There is a bus driver there who had to wait 15 minutes at
the end of his run, in a dirty, rundown dilapidated part of
the town. At first he was resentful. Then he got an idea.
He took tools and plants and flower seeds and began to
plant a garden.

Today that lot is the prettiest park in his town, and the
bus driver cherishes the refreshment that those minutes of
waiting now provide.

That is the story of the three gardens. It is a parable,
really, that says this: No matter how cramped and closed in
your life may seem, not matter what was there before, no
matter how poor your environment is, you can make your
life into a garden that will reach to the sky and where God
still walks in the cool of the day.

... Cheryl



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, May 15
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

« Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end
e 10:30-10:50 a.m., Angel Chair,
Room 110, sing at 11:00 service
* 10:30 a.m., Celebration for
graduates in Beatitudes Entry Area
e 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in Chapel
Monday, May 16
e 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Break Time
Club, Fellowship Hall
e 7:00 p.m., Men’s Bible Study Group,
Room 222
e 7:00 p.m., Boy Scouts, Hobbs Hall
Tuesday, May 17
e 7:00 p.m., Trustees Committee
Meeting, Conference Room
e 7:00 p.m., Cub Scouts, Hobbs Hall
Wednesday, May 18
e 9:30 a.m., Priscillas Circle Meeting,
Room 222
e 6:30 p.m., Chancel Bells
e 7:00 p.m., Men's Ensemble
e 7:30 p.m., Women’s Ensemble
e 7:45 p.m., Chancel Choir
Thursday, May 19
¢ 10:00 a.m., Women'’s Bible Study
and Issues Group, Room 223
* 6:30 p.m., Alpha
Friday, May 20
* 12:00 p.m., Golden Key, Fellowship
Hall
Saturday, May 21
¢ 9:00 a.m. - noon, Safe Sanctuary
Training, Fellowship Hall

Youth Information: ﬁ'ﬂ‘f

vou
aaaaaaaaa

Sunday, May 15
* Sing & Ring @ all 3 services
Bells warm up at 7:30 A.M.
Choir warm up at 7:50 A.M.
¢ 9:30 a.m. Seniors recognized
* NO Youth tonight

Search is on for missing library books

Twenty-three books are missing from the Church
Library — 17 children’s books and 6 adult. The cards for
these books are in the checkout
box but there are no names written
on the cards. This means we have
no way of reminding people to
return overdue books. Everyone
who checks out books intends to
return them but often the books
are lost if a reminder is not sent.

If you have any of the books,
please return as soon as possible or write your name on the
proper card. If you have any questions please call Charlotte
Robinson at 353-4946.

Our Women'’s Choir
for United Methodist Women’s Sunday, June 6,
practices on Wednesdays in the Choir Room
7:30-7:45 P.M.
call Linda Mann, 353-4826, for more information

Senior Expo 2005will be May 20

Raytown Council on Aging will present ‘Senior Expo
2005” on Friday, May 20, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
You are invited to the Raytown City Hall, 10000 E 59th
Street, for free health screening, information, community
resources and much more. If you need transportation, call
the Raytown MetroFlex at 346-0802 to schedule a ride.

God is like
the U.S. Post Office .....

neither rain, nor snow, nor sleet, nor ice
will keep Him from His appointed destination.



Pastor’s Corner:

Our own John Wesley is a good example
of what | mean by our being a force that can
change our environment.

William D. Wayraugh has listed eight
things, which account for John Wesley's
transformation in Aldersgate on May 24,
1787:

(1) The Bible, which Wesley opened at
these words: “Whereby are given unto us
exceeding great and precious promises,
that by these ye might be partakers of the
divine nature.”

(2) A friend who had asked Wesley to go
to St. Paul's.

(3) A great cathedral, where he entered
and worshiped.

(4) A choir which was rendering an
anthem based on Ps. 130: “Out of the
depths have | cried unto thee, O Lord.”

(5) A small group of praying people in an
upper room.

(6) A clergyman, for the message
Wesley heard was written by Martin Luther.
(7) A layman — the person by whom

Luther's preface to the Epistle to the
Romans was read probably was a layman.

(8) The power of the Holy Spirit, for as
Wesley listened, the Holy Spirit entered into
his heart and it was “strangely warmed.”

Historians indicate that the England of
Wesley's early ministry was near social
collapse, making our society, even, look like
a Sunday School picnic. In a generation,
Wesley and the renewal movement around
him had transformed a nation through the
Holy Spirit's power.

This Sunday will be Pentecost, the
birthday of the church, and we will celebrate
the power of that Spirit that has been trans-
forming people and nations for centuries.
Let us pray that we may be among a list of
eight things that transforms a life, a church,
a nation and a world in our own time.

BE SURE TO WEAR YOUR RED!

Grace & Peace,
..Jim

Person to person:

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

* As of May 9, the church office has been notified that
Lillianne Ross is a patient at Children’s Mercy.

* QOur sympathy to the family and friends of Sylvia Grist
for her May 3 death.

* Our sympathy to Bob & Judy Harris for the recent
death of Judy’s sister-in-law, who was 102 years old.

* Congratulations to Sarah Knudsen and Jason Estes
who were married in our Sanctuary on May 7.

* ‘Dear friends, your continued prayers, visits, cards and
expressions of love resulted in Al’s improving enough
to visit church and home for the first time in one year.
Our 50th wedding anniversary was even more

memorable sharing together with you.”
Al & Velda Gantner

* Elaine Sidebottom would like to thank everyone for
the many cards, prayers and best wishes she received
after her foot surgery.

Prayer Line: 8163588622 Church Office 8163531435
Fax Number: 8163538770 E-Mail: BlueRgUMC@aol.com
Web Site: wwwiblueridgechurch.org
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