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Shepherd’s Center volunteers
recognized by United Way

The 241 volunteers for the
Shepherd’s Center of Raytown were
awarded the Volunteer Group of the
Year-2004 by the B-County United Way
at their annual meeting on March 31. 
This prestigious award is in recognition
of their outstand-ing service to the
Raytown community.

Shepherd’s Center has been in
Raytown since 1990 offering programs
and services to the older adults of our
community.  The volunteers have
averaged 10 years in length of volunteer
services for all of the programs and
services.  In 2004,  241 volunteers
donated over 11,000 hours of volunteer
time.  It was up to them to continue the
vitality and spirit of the programs and
services initiated over 15 years ago.

The Shepherd’s Center of Raytown is
honored to be recognized with this
award and invite any older adult in need
of services to call 356-9000 for more
information.  Charlotte Melson is Execu-
tive Director of Shepherd’s Center.

Taco Brunch served this Sunday

You don’ t have to fix breakfast Sunday morning or fight
the crowds to eat out.  A taco brunch is being
prepared for you to enjoy in our Fellowship Hall . 
Our pastor Jim Smith serves on The Campus

Ministry Board of UMKC, which is the group sponsoring
this meal in support of their mission work.

The following information regarding their mission interest
greets you as you come into the Beatitudes Entry Area:

Faith Ministry/Ministerio de Fe, the mission agency we
work with, is truly a community building ministry, with the
church acting as a local community center, a Habitat-li ke
housing ministry, and a professionally staffed medical and
dental clinic that provides the only care available to the
local residents.  The church also provides scholarships for
children to attend the local elementary school.  (While the
school itself is free, the students have to provide their own
books, supplies, uniforms and incidentals.  It is these
additional costs that keep many of the children from
attending, as their parents can’ t afford the other costs.)

This year we went to a new church plant in Ciudad
Miguel Aleman, where the church complex is complete, the
clinic is up and running, but where the housing ministry is
really starting to get off the ground.  They hope to complete
six houses this year.  While we were there, we helped paint
the church complex, poured two concrete floors for houses
and helped dig out the foundation for another house.  In
addition to raising the approximate $4000 next year’s trip
will cost, the students have also committed to raising $400
to provide a scholarship for one of the children to attend
elementary school.  Thanks for your help!

The taco brunch will be served from 10:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  It’s all -you-can-eat.  There
will be a free-will donation to help support the mission work.



The Children and Family
of

Florence Hartman
invite you to her

100th Birthday Reception
April 23, 2005
2:00-4:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Your attendance is your gift

“Walking Jesus’ Path”

Nicky Gumbel, in the first Alpha
video, states that everyone has a
“hunger” in his or her heart.  This again
raises the most interesting question:
What is it that everyone is “hungry” for?

The Ladies Home Journal, February
2005, published an article entitled,
“Search for Meaning” .  Rick Warren
(Purpose Driven Life) now writes a
regular article for them.  What meaning,
what purpose?

What is it that everyone is “hungry”
for?  Years ago a Christian resource was
published (contemporary at the time)
entitled, “He is the Still point in a
Turning World” .  Who is “He”?

What is it that everyone is “hungry”
for?  Outside our church library, there is
a large rack of month/bimonthly United
Methodist publications.  One of them is
New World Outlook, the mission
magazine of the United Methodist
Church.  Where is mission?

What is it that everyone is “hungry”
for?  The simple answer is that everyone
is hungry for food.  Where do you find
it?  How much can you have?  Will it
taste good?  How much does it cost?  Is
it hard to prepare?  Food.  Everyone is
hungry for food.

Everyone is hungry for food.
Everyone is hungry for food.
Everyone is hungry for food.
What are you hungry for ..... meaning,

purpose, someone you can depend on?
Food for the hungry is available. 

Sometimes you are the provider.  Some-
times you are the receiver.  We are
reminded that Jesus Christ is the “bread”
of li fe.  With Him, we are no longer
hungry.  We are fed.

... Cheryl    

You can have free publicity Sunday mornings

Does your church group, activity or committee have an
upcoming event you would like to promote on the big
screen before the church services?  If so, contact Terri
Friebohle with your information.  You can email her at
stjj friebohle@yahoo.com or call her at 356-6204.

Golden Key members make plans for Friday

This Friday, April 15, Golden Key members will be
taking a tour of Burr Oak Woods Nature Center and then
having lunch at Clancy's in Blue Spring.  They plan on
meeting in the church parking lot at 10:30 to car pool.

It’s almost grilling time and.....

Scott, the Alpha dinner chef, would like to do some
grilli ng during the month of May.  The problem is ----- the
need for an extra-large BBQ grill .  If you have a large grill
that you would loan to the Alpha group for a couple
Thursday nights, Scott and those enjoying the meals would
appreciate it.  Please call the church off ice.



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, April 17
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

• Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end

• 10:30-10:50 a.m., Angel Choir,
Room 110

• 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in
Chapel

• 10:30 a.m., Taco Brunch, Fellowship
Hall

Monday, April 18
• 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Break Time

Club, Fellowship Hall
• 7:00 p.m., Men’s Bible Study, Room

222
• 7:00 p.m., Boy Scouts, Hobbs Hall

Tuesday, April 19
• 6:30 p.m., Cornerstone
• 7:00 p.m., Trustees Committee

Meeting, Conference Room
• 7:00 p.m., Cub Scouts, Hobbs Hall

Wednesday, April 20
• 5:30 p.m., Kids-on-a-Mission
• 6:30 p.m., Chancel Bells
• 7:00 p.m., Men’s Ensemble
• 7:30 p.m., Chancel Choir

Thursday, April 21
• 10:00 a.m., Women’s Bible Study

and Issues Group, Room 223
• 6:30 p.m., Alpha

Saturday, April 23
• 2:00-4:00 p.m., Florence Hartman’s

100th birthday celebration,
Fellowship Hall

Youth Information:

Sunday, April 17
• Sunday School Classes
• 3:30-4:00 p.m., 30-Hour Famine

Meeting
• 4:30 p.m., Combined Bells
• 5:00 p.m., Youth
• 6:00-6:30 p.m., Choir

March 2005

Jan - Mar   
Income:    $45,252.02 . . . . . . . . . $142,059.21
Expenses: $51,549.19 . . . . . . . . . $144,113.31

   Utility Costs: $5,102.86 . . . . . . . $14,203.91

Apr il ’s Fifth Sunday Offering to go to Utili ty Account
(Fifth Sunday Offerings are in months that have no fifth Sunday)

Monthly income needed to meet $605,615 budget . $50,468

Principal remaining on Building Debt: . . . . . . . $555,859.29

It’s getting to be “Graduation” time of the year

The Nurture and Fellowship Committee will host a
celebration reception for all high school and college
graduates on Sunday, May 15.  Please leave a baby or child
photo AND a current photo or senior picture in the church
office by May 1.  Graduates,  plan to be in the Beatitudes
Entry Area between services on the 15th to be greeted and
congratulated!

The church office would like for the graduate or a family
member to call 353-1435.  During this season of gradua-
tions and new beginnings, we like to recognize any in our
church family who have completed a post-high school
course of study.  We will need the graduate’s name, school
attended and degree or career training completed.  Informa-
tion received will be shared with the congregation through
a late May issue of The Envoy.

Percussion recital presented by John Mann

John Mann will give a percussion recital on Sunday,
April 24, at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.  It will feature solo
music for marimba and snare drum, contemporary and
Mexican marimba ensembles, a chamber piece for soprano,
cello, and vibes and the Mann Band Trio.  There is no
charge for the recital and a reception will follow.  Please
invite friends and come support John at his sophomore
recital in partial fulfillment of his UMKC lessons class.
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Pastor’s Corner:
The message of Easter is as much for

living as it is for our dying, and nowhere is
that better illustrated than in Morris West’s
novel, The Shoes of the Fisherman.  We
find there a great scene where the Pope
goes through the poorer section of Rome
incognito.  As he is walking along, a door
of an apartment house opens and a man
rushes out, runs into the Pope and almost
knocks him down.  The man mutters an
apology, and then as he catches sight of
the cassock says curtly: “There’s a man
dying up there.  Maybe you can do more
for him than I can.”

“Who are you?” asks the Pope.  “A
doctor,” the man replies.  “They never call
us until it’s too late.”

The Pope goes into the house and
finds a man who is obviously near death. 
He is alone except for a young woman
nurse attending him.  The Pope tries to
talk to him, but is unable to get any
response at all.  The girls says: “It’s no
use, Father.  He’s too far gone to hear
you.”  The Pope pronounces the
absolution and kneels to pray.  Soon the
man is dead.  The woman says: “We
should go, Father.  Neither of us will be
welcome now.”

“I would like to help the family,” says
the Pontiff.  “We should go,” the woman
says again.  Then she adds, in what is
one of the most poignant lines of the
book: “They can cope with death.  It’s only
living that defeats them.”

It may be a new emphasis that the
Resurrection comes to us with a very
frightening idea.  We can adjust our-
selves to dying; however, what if we do
not die, but live?  The victory of the gospel
is nowhere more apparent than in its
ability to help us confront God’s gift of life,
accept it and use it for purposes beyond
ourselves.

Grace & Peace,
...Jim      

Person to person:
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

• As of April 11, there have been no members reported
in area hospitals.

• Thanks to all the people who participated in the
Chancel Choir Maundy Thursday cantata, “Colors of
Grace.”  We appreciated your time and talents to help
make our Lenten time more meaningful.

...Linda Mann     
• “Thank you to Tammy Bartley, Linda Mann, parents

and all the children for leading us in worship on
Sunday, April 10.  You are the future of Blue Ridge
and you did a great job!” ...Karen Johnson   

We feel that Karen’s acknowledgment of the
children doing the worship service on Sunday
was well written and expresses everyone’s thank
you to the children’s Sunday School department
and Kids-on-a-Mission.

Prayer Line: 816.358.8622 Church Office: 816.353.1435
Fax Number: 816.353.8770 E-Mail: BlueRgUMC@aol.com

Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org


