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Stone Soup Community Lunch
this Saturday, April 9

You have an opportunity to help
abused children and at the same time
enjoy soup prepared for you.  This
Saturday, April 9, the
Spofford Auxiliary, Christ
United Methodist
Church and Blue Ridge
UMC are hosting  a
Stone Soup
Community Lunch. 
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month
and Spofford wants to make others
aware of this.  This event will benefit the
children at Spofford.  You can eat
anytime between noon and 4:00 p.m. at
Christ UMC, 14506 E. 39th Street in
Independence.  Tickets are available in
our church office – adults, $8.00;
children ages 2-12, $3.00; children under
two are free.

Children lead worship this Sunday

The children of Blue Ridge will be leading all three
worship services this Sunday.  At first, they did not know
what to think about getting up in front of all those adults
(that can be scary for anyone!).  Apprehension soon turned
into great excitement as they learned that they would not be
“performing” for an audience.....but actually helping others
worship God!  Lifting up our voices in praise to our Creator
is a joyful and wonderful time.  Our children are ready for
the task at hand!  Are you ready to see God through the
eyes of a child?

Blessings,
Tammy Bartley, Director of Children’s and Family Ministries

G.I.F.T. group gearing up for spring

The G.I.F.T. group is having a Family Gift Gathering on
Saturday, April 9, at Anne and Aaron Norton’s home.  They
will have a hot dog cookout beginning at 5:00 p.m.  Hot
dogs and buns will be provided.  Everyone coming is asked
to bring a side dish.  They have plenty of room for the
parents and children to have a good time.  If you are
planning on attending, please let them know by e-mail at
Zoolander23@hotmail.com.

On Saturday, April 30, beginning at 9:00 a.m., they will
be doing a service project at the DeMoss residence.  On the
“To-Do List” is to repair a barn roof and finish siding the
house.  They will be clearing brush if there is time.  They
have allotted 3-4 hours for this service project.

A senior member of our congregation saw in The Envoy
that the G.I.F.T. group was going to be doing service projects
for the church community and called Anne Norton to get
some help with yard work.  They are looking forward to what
they can do for other people in our church and community
this year.  Sounds like they are off to a good start!



Cooks — if you enjoy cooking and would like to help
provide a condolence meal for family funeral dinners,
please call Marilyn Yorke, 356-6694, or Martha
Wallsmith, 358-5455.  You will be asked to prepare one
item and bring it to the church.

Child care givers – there is a need for more child care
givers.  This involves caring for small children, not
necessarily just babies.  In fact, right now we have very
few tiny babies.  You receive pay for babysitting.  Call
Marilyn Yorke for more information.

“Walking Jesus’ Path”

What’s going on?  A number of
persons have inquired with genuine
interest about what will be happening
over the next several months regarding
the pastoral leadership here at Blue
Ridge.

Some of you already know that a
general process is followed, especially
when a pastoral change takes place.  The
committee at Blue Ridge (as well as
other local UM churches) which plays
the vital role in this process is the Staff
Parish Committee.  It is the committee
that represents the church to the district
superintendent and the bishop and, in
turn, it is the committee to which
communication regarding pastoral
change is made, from the district
superintendent and the bishop.  It is one
of the unique strengths of the United
Methodist Church that each
congregation is “cared for” and
“provided for”.  You will always have a
pastor appointed to lead you and care for
you.  Because Blue Ridge (as well as
other local United Methodist churches)
is considered a larger church, the
opportunity, as well as necessity,
presents itself for the newly appointed
“senior” pastor to be instrumental in
selecting/recruiting and choosing an
associate (always with the bishop’s
approval) who will help to carry out the
ministry of the church.

Blue Ridge is a gifted, talented,
committed congregation.  You have
tremendous future potential on top of
what you have already accomplished in
your history.

It is exciting to know that your
service to the Lord will continue under
the unfolding of God’s plan through the
pastoral changes ahead.

... Cheryl    

A weekend for singles coming in April

There will be a “Singles Renewal Weekend” in
Columbia the weekend of April 22.  This event begins at
6:30 p.m. on Friday, April 22, and concludes Sunday, April
24, around 5:00 p.m.  The purpose of this weekend is to
renew persons who have experienced loss caused by
divorce, death, separation or broken relationships.  You will
have the opportunity to learn from facilitators who are also
single and who have attended a Singles Renewal Weekend
themselves.  The weekend is designed to help singles focus
on adjusting to being single and whole and is for persons
seeking personal growth, direction and a personal spiritual
connection.

What can you expect?  There will be speakers covering
grief, relationships, forgiveness and self-esteem.  There will
be small group interaction led by other singles who have
previously experienced the loss of a relationship.

The deadline for registration is April 17.  The cost is $35
(scholarships are available).  For more information contact
the office of Missouri United Methodist Church, Columbia,
Missouri.  The telephone number is 573-443-3111 or you
can send an e-mail to Diana.Mooney@moumc.org.



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, April 10
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

• Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end

• 9:00 a.m., Angel Choir, meet in
Fellowship Hall to sing at 9:30 &
11:00 services

• 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in
Chapel

• serving at reStart today

Monday, April 11
• 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Break Time

Club, Fellowship Hall
• 7:00 p.m., Boy Scouts, Hobbs Hall

Tuesday, April 12
• 6:30 p.m., Cornerstone
• 6:30 p.m., Finance Committee

Meeting, Conference Room
• 7:00 p.m., Cub Scouts, Hobbs Hall

Wednesday, April 13
• 5:30 p.m., Kids-on-a-Mission
• 6:30 p.m., Chancel Bells
• 7:00 p.m., Men’s Ensemble
• 7:30 p.m., Chancel Choir

Thursday, April 14
• 6:30 p.m., Alpha
• 6:30 p.m., UMW Unit Meeting with

potluck dinner

Friday, April 15
• 12:00 p.m., Golden Key 

Youth Information:

Sunday, April 10
• Sunday School Classes
• 4:30 p.m., Combined Bells
• 5:00 p.m., Youth
• 6:00-6:30 p.m., Choir

AARP Driver Safety Program
offered at Blue Ridge in May

Blue Ridge UMC is sponsoring the AARP 55 Alive Safe
Driver Course on May 9 and 10.  This course is designed to
meet the specific needs of senior drivers or for anyone 50
years and over.  The class is limited to 35 people.  It will be
held from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on both days with an
hour lunch break.  The fee is only $10.00 for the course. 
To make your reservation, call Wendell or Betty Benton at
353-4715.

Your help is needed immediately!
Our Van Ministry needs helpers ASAP.  There is a need

for someone to help in the church office answering the
phone on a Sunday morning.  Assistants to ride the van
with the driver and riders are needed. 
Please call Terry Jackson at 833-3325
if you have any questions or would
like to volunteer for one of these
positions.  These positions are on a
rotating schedule so you are not
expected to be available every
week.

Potluck dinner/meeting for women will be April 14

The United Methodist Women will be gathering for a
potluck dinner beginning at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, April
14.  All women of the church are invited and welcome to
come and enjoy an evening out with other women of the
church.  Following the meal, Karen Fahrmeier will share a
book review.

Mark your calendar for Sunday, April 17

What are you marking your calendar for?  The Campus
Ministry Board of UMKC is sponsoring a taco meal
Sunday, April 17, beginning after the 9:30 service.  Watch
The Envoy next week for more information.
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Pastor’s Corner:
As we explore the meaning of this Easter

event for our lives, there is a story of Ivan the
Terrible, Tsar of Russia, that has a message
for us, I believe.

He was so intense in his work and rule of
Russia that he took no time for himself, his
family or social life.  His aides were so
concerned that they convinced him to marry,
and he sent them out to find a proper wife for
him.  They found Sophia, Princess of Greece. 
Ivan asked the King for Sophia’s hand in
marriage.  It was granted on the condition that
Ivan would become a member of the Greek
Orthodox Church, and he agreed, along with
those of his court and army.  However, when
he and 500 and his army went down into their
baptismal waters, they refused to surrender
their all.  They held their arms and their swords
above the water.  They joined the church with
their bodies but left the instruments of war
unbaptized.

It sounds amusing to us to hear of such
petty games with God, but we, too, play our
games with God.  Perhaps we don’t do it with
swords, but whole areas of our lives are
withheld from God’s direction and kept for
ourselves.  Many Christians are willing to claim
Christ as Savior, but refuse to recognize him
as Lord and ruler of any part of their lives.

Still, trust and surrender are always a part
of spiritual growth, and we must master that
lesson or miss the real peace and power of
Christian life.

As we take steps in this season to live
more fully under the direction of God’s leading,
let us join together in praying John Wesley’s
spittal fields Covenant:

I am no longer my own, but thine.  Put me to
what thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt; put
me to doing, put me to suffering; let me be
employed for thee or laid aside for thee, exalted for
thee or brought low for thee; let me be full, let me
be empty; let me have all things, let me have
nothing; I freely and heartily yield all things to thy
pleasure and disposal.

And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, thou art mine, and I am thine. 
So be it.  And the covenant which I have made on
earth, let it be ratified in heaven.  Amen

Grace & Peace,
...Jim

Person to person:
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

• As of April 4 , the following member has been
reported in an area hospital:  Georgene Stinnett at
Research.

• Our sympathy to Blanche Patti and Hoot & Linda
Mann and family for the March 31 death of Joe Patti,
to the family and friends of Norma Balke for her
March 31 death and to the family and friends of
Marjorie Mullins for her April 1 death.

• “We want to express our heartfelt thanks to all of you
in the recent time of loss that we experienced.  Your
kind words, written and spoken, and your prayers have
sustained us.  Love in Christ” Dave & Paula Arn   

• “Thank you to our church family for their many
expressions of congratulations and birthday cards in
celebration of my mother Vivien Haston and her 100th
birthday.” Anna Brown & family   

Prayer Line: 816.358.8622
Church Office: 816.353.1435

Fax Number: 816.353.8770
E-Mail: BlueRgUMC@aol.com

Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org


