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Fifth Sund ay Offering
designated to pay utili ties

But, there is not a Fifth Sunday this
month!  But if there had been in
February and would be in March, the
high utilit y bill s would not have kept us
from making an apportionment payment
or allowing us to fix.....

The utilit y bill s (gas, electric, water,
phone) paid in January were $3,999.91,
February $5,101.14, March $5,102.86.

What is a Fifth Sunday offering?  In
months that do not have a fifth Sunday,
we give an extra week’s gift to help meet
the church’s obligations.  Please
consider doing this and get us back on
track, headed in the right direction for
doing ministry.  

Use the special Fifth Sunday
envelopes found in your envelope
packets or mark your gift Fifth Sunday
or Utiliti es.  All  of these gifts will be
used to replenish the utilit y account and
pay future utilit y bill s.

“ Last call ” for spring Alpha class

Our next Alpha class starts April 7.  Don’ t miss your
chance to be with us when we begin!  To be there for a
chance to grow in your faith, explore what it can really
mean for you and to others you meet.  Call the
church off ice by April 4 to reserve your spot. 
We will complete the spring class by June 9,
so you won’ t miss out on your summer fun or
vacation.

After the spring class, the next Alpha class
will not be until fall .  So, as spring brings fresh
air, sunshine, flowers and new starts, why not
join us for your new start and bring a freshness
to your worship and relationship with God?

If you still are not sure about committing to this class,
talk to any of the Alpha graduates.  They will be happy to
share their story.

Raytown Community Choir entertains Saturday

Raytown Community Choir sings love songs and show
tunes Saturday, April 2, at 7:00 p.m. in our Sanctuary. 
Several of our people are members of the Raytown
Community Choir.  A love offering will benefit Break Time
Club, a Shepherd’s Center program which gives a break to
care givers and offers socialization and fun for older adults.

“ To Do” for Sunday, April 3

“ Do” ..... set your clocks AHEAD one hour when you
retire Saturday night.  Daylight Saving Time begins!!

“ Do” ..... bring an item or two for Pantry Sunday.  Any
non-perishable food item, personal hygiene product, paper
or cleaning product will be appreciated by those receiving
your generous donation.



“ Walking Jesus’ Path”

Jeff Greenway is the president of
Asbury Theological Seminary in
Wilmore, Kentucky.  Occasionally he
sends announcements to the Asbury
community, near and far.  In the
announcement dated March 7, 2005, he
talked about “What Exactly Does A
Pastor Do?”  He provided the“ABCs” of
a pastor's task; when added up the tasks
numbered over 50.  He preceded his li st,
however, with several comments — so
simple, so genuine.  Quoting from his
“e-letter” , he said this:

“Several years ago I heard a succinct
summation of being a pastor.  It was
from a congregation fill ed with ‘ thirty-
somethings' who had not been raised in
the church, and as the service began, the
pastor introduced himself and his calli ng
by saying, ‘My name is Tom.  I am the
pastor here.  It is my job to pray for you,
whether you are a Christian or not, and
to talk with you about Jesus, whether
you are a Christian or not.  That is what I
do.'  It is just that simple.  It is just that
complicated.  Because talking about
Jesus leads us into all aspects of li fe, and
when we pray for people, the deeper,
unresolved parts of their li ves inevitably
surface.  It has always been this way.”

Jeff Greenway, a United Methodist,
teaches us in truth how to “be a pastor” . 
Now, by comparison, what does a
Christian do?  What does a follower of
Jesus do?

... Cheryl    

Dear Parents of the children being cared for
from 10:45-12:00 on Sunday mornings,

My name is Allana Ross.  You might remember my
husband Jason and me as “Mary and Joseph” from the
Christmas cantata.  I am writing to let you know of up-
coming plans for the 10:45-12:00 time on Sunday
mornings.  At present, all children ages 4 years to 5th
graders are in one room.  Sometimes it can get loud and
rowdy.  We want to make that time a more structured time
with a lesson, craft and snack.  We feel that this would
greatly influence the children and help make their time
spent at church more rewarding.  Our plans are to teach a
short lesson, followed by splitti ng the group into two
sections.  One group would do a craft or other activity
pertaining to the lesson, while the other group would have a
snack which has been provided by members of the church. 
Then the children would switch.  This will make the groups
smaller and make it so the crafts will cater to the age groups
better, not that each week has to have two different crafts.

For two years, when I was going to college in
Indianapolis, my husband and I taught children's church
and helped out with the Kindergarten class.  We have a lot
of fun ideas, as well as using some of the materials the
church presently has, li ke the Chatter videos.

We plan to have these activities every Sunday but, as
many of you know, I am a pharmacist and must work every
third weekend.  So we're asking for parents, grandparents
or anyone who would like to volunteer, to help on those
weekends when I must work.  We would provide you with
an outline for the morning's activities and a selection of
resources you can access.  The more parents we have to
help, the larger the rotation would be.  So if you would like
to help, or know someone who would, please call the
church off ice, 353-1435, or us at home, 743-9033.

Thank you very much,
Allana and Jason Ross

Anyone who would like to help with this program
should know that you will be working with at least one
other person.  We practice Safe Sanctuary at Blue Ridge
and always work in a team of two or more.  Safe Sanctuary
training will be scheduled for those who have not attended
a class.  This also assures parents that their children are in a
safe, structured environment during 10:45-12:00.



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, April 3
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

• Daylight Saving Time begins
• Amish Friendship Bread Table in

entry area at south end
• 10:30-10:50 a.m., Angel Choir,

Room 110
• 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in

Chapel

Monday, April 4
• 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Break Time

Club, Fellowship Hall
• 6:30 p.m., EVEning Circle Meeting,

Fellowship Hall
• 7:00 p.m., Men of Blue Ridge

meeting, Room 222
• 7:00 p.m., Boy Scouts, Hobbs Hall

Tuesday, April 5
• 6:30 p.m., Cornerstone
• 7:00 p.m., Cub Scouts, Hobbs Hall

Wednesday, April 6
• 5:30 p.m., Kids-on-a-Mission
• 7:00 p.m., Men’s Ensemble
• 7:30 p.m., Chancel Choir

Thursday, April 7
• 10:00 a.m., Women’s Bible Study

and Issues Group, Room 223
• 6:30 p.m., Alpha spring class begins

Youth Information:

Sunday, April 3
• Sunday School Classes
• See Youth Newsletter for evening

times and activities.  Parent meeting,
followed by work camp meetings, at
the same time.  Please RSVP to
Linda Mann (353-4826) whether or
not you will be attending.

Upcoming music events:

Sunday evening, April 24, 7:00 p.m.
John Mann, percussion recital

Sunday afternoon, May 1
The Music Arts Institute of Independence

Children's Choir and choral groups from Blue
Springs School District

Amy Parent, director

Stone soup lunch benefits Spofford

You can change a child's li fe by simply sitting down for
a meal.  During Child Abuse Prevention Month in April ,
you can help our mission outreach to Spofford by
participating in Stone Soup.  Buy a ticket today for the

Stone Soup Community Supper, hosted by
the Spofford Auxili ary and Blue Ridge
UMC.  Christ United Methodist Church is

co-hosting this event on Saturday, April 9,
from 12:00-4:00 p.m. at 14506 E 39th
Street in Independence.  Tickets are
$8.00 for adults; $3.00 for children ages

2-12; free for children under two.
Please help spread the word about Child Abuse

Prevention and the work of Spofford on behalf of children. 
Remember to invite your friends and neighbors.  Tickets
are available in the church off ice.

Men of Blue Ridge meet at church

The Men of Blue Ridge will be
having their April meeting on
Monday, April 4, at 7:00 p.m. in
Room 222.  All men who attend
Blue Ridge Church are invited to
come, bring a friend or neighbor
with you.
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Pastor’s Corner:
My first exposure to that brilliant and

sophisticated Englishman with the rather
funny name of Malcom Muggeridge was
during my time at the University of
Edinburgh.  I found that in many ways
Muggeridge was a typical product of our
culture, the highly intellectualized society
of the Western world.  Beginning his
career as a university lecturer he moved
into journalism, sharing in the travel, the
excitement, the comfortable living of a
successful man.  As editor of Punch, as a
television personality, as rector of
Edinburgh University, Malcom
Muggeridge found fame and fortune, but
gradually he began to find that the fruits of
success were turning sour in his mouth. 
He added up the worth of his life and
found it amounted to all too little of real
value.  He began to think of experiences
beyond secular existence which had
called to him.  He wondered at their
meaning.  He realized they were perhaps
the approach of God to his life — God
trying to break through.

Then came remorse.  “Somehow I
missed you, God,” he says.  “You called
me and I didn't answer.  Oh, those empty
years.”  He titled his autobiography,
Chronicles of Wasted Time.

One of those calls finally got through to
Muggeridge.  With a camera team, he
went to Palestine to film on location the
story of Jesus for the B.B.C.  One day he
and a friend walked the six miles between
Jerusalem and Emmaus.  It was over the
same road a follower of Jesus, named
Cleopas, and a friend walked long ago.  It
was along that road the presence of
Christ joined the two friends and changed
Malcom's cynicism and emptiness to faith
and joy.

My prayer is that, as you and I walk the
roads of life after Easter, we may sense
more fully the presence of the living
Christ.  Grace & Peace, ...Jim    

Person to person:
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

• As of March 28, the following members have been
reported in area hospitals: Georgene Stinnett and Joe
Patti at Research and Marjorie Mulli ns at St. Mary's.

• Our sympathy to the family of Bob Malone for his
March 21 death and to Edna Scahill for the March 22
death of her sister.

• Our sympathy to Marian Barger and Mark & Linda
Terry and family for the death of Joe Barger.

• Rosalie Vanzant and daughters, Cindy and Pat, would
like to express their thanks for all the expressions of
concern during the ill ness and at the death of their
loved one, Mark K. Vanzant.

• Tom Scahill was a wonderful man who devoted his life
to the church.  You have been a wonderful church
family to Tom and our family.  Thank you for this
tremendous church staff and to all who visited us,
offered prayers, sent cards and words of encourage-
ment and kept the food always in our kitchen!  A
special thanks to Earl & Alice Wehmhoener and Gene
& Anna Brown for the family luncheon and to Phylis
Goforth and her table decorations team.  Typically,
Tom continued to teach us as we celebrated his life at
the memorial service. Edna & family

     




