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Palm Sunday, March 20

• Fellowship Coffee in Beatitudes
Entry Area

• 4:00 p.m., last session of Lenten
Study series with Dr. Smith

Women of Faith Conference deadline

Blue Ridge women and friends, if you
are planning on attending the Women of
Faith Conference on June 3 & 4, we
need to know this week.  You can
contact the church office or Connie
Turnipseed, 356-1444.  Seating for this
conference goes fast, so we will need to
make our reservations immediately.  The
cost is $65 for at least 10 in our group,
$75 for less than 10.  This is a great
experience for women of all ages.  We
hope you can join us this year at
Kemper.

Chancel Choir presents cantata
for Maundy Thursday service

The Chancel Choir will present a cantata on Maundy
Thursday.  At that 7:00 evening service the sacrament of
Holy Communion will be served. 
“Colors of Grace: Lessons for Lent” is a
work by Joseph Martin.  In his
foreword he writes, “During Holy
Week, the last days of Christ are
often characterized with words like
suffering and darkness.  Taking a
closer look, however, we can see
suffering and darkness were, in fact,
instruments of great joy and light.  From Thursday
evening’s Passover meal through Friday’s dark hours on the
cross, the light of Christ continued to illuminate the Truth. 
With intense clarity, the Teacher was showing us by
example the greatest lessons of his ministry: service,
obedience, humility and forgiveness.  Through Christ, the
full spectrum of God’s grace is reflected in beautiful hues

upon our lives.  In the suffering of this Holy
Week, find joy.  In its darkness, see Light. 
‘For Light still shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.’  This is
the power of Christ’s grace and the source of

great joy.”
We hope this presentation will bring

you closer to the throne of grace and Jesus’
great love for his children.  

Also, Easter Music will include Combined Choirs,
Senior High and Cornerstone Bells and Orchestra.  



“Walking Jesus’ Path”

The Promise of Change ...

It is in the nature of most of us to
resist change.  It involves getting up
from the sofa, learning a new
mathematical concept, trying a new
recipe.

Change also has risks and rewards. 
Sometimes we slip, we fail, we lose. 
Sometimes we learn, we grow, we
create.  Sometimes we surprise ourselves
in a very great way.

Changes are coming to Blue Ridge. 
And in response, you will discover
strengths, faith, dreams and visions
about yourselves that you never thought
previously.

In the midst of change, God remains. 
The Bible says, “from everlasting to
everlasting Thou art God”.  Always
remember, always remember, God will
never leave you.  God will be with you
through change.

... Cheryl    

Food & Friends begins in April;
deadline for signing up is near

Food & Friends will resume in April. 
Now is the time to sign up.  Individuals
and couples are encouraged to join
others for an evening of good fellowship
and food.  If you did not clip the form
from last week’s Envoy, call the church
office or come by to get signed up.  The
deadline is March 25.  Group assign-
ments will be made by the first week in
April.

February 2005 Facts and Figures

February Year to Date

Income 43,283.53 96,807.19

Paid Expenses 38,888.50 92,654.12

Budget Monthly Required: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $50,468    
Average Monthly Received: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $49,404    
Outstanding Building Loan Principal: . . . . . $566,782.34    

Are you still collecting “Box Tops for Education”?

If you have been saving “Box Tops for Education” now
is the time to bring them to the church office.  These
coupons can be redeemed only two times a year.  Tammy
Bartley, Director of Children & Family Ministries, needs
to send in the box tops by the end of this month.  Each
coupon is worth 10¢.  Profits are used for items in Sunday
School classes.  Please leave the coupons that you have
saved in the church office by March 27, then start saving
for September’s collection.  These coupons are found on
many brand-name items, such as Kraft, Pillsbury and
General Mills.



Coming Next Week...
Sunday, March 20
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

• Palm Sunday Fellowship Coffee
• Amish Friendship Bread Table in

entry area at south end
• 10:30-10:50 a.m., Angel Choir
• 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in

Chapel
• 4:00 p.m., Lenten Study
• 4:15-5:00 p.m., Easter Bell Practice
• 5:00-5:45 p.m., Easter Orchestra

Practice
Monday, March 21

• 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Break Time
Club, Fellowship Hall

• 7:00 p.m., Men’s Bible Study
Tuesday, March 22

• 7:00 p.m., Outreach Committee
Meeting, Conference Room

Wednesday, March 23
• 12:30 p.m., Connecting Hands
• 5:30 p.m., Kids-on-a-Mission
• 7:00 p.m., Chancel Choir
• 8:30-9:15 p.m., Easter Orchestra

Practice
Thursday, March 24

• 7:00 p.m., Maundy Thursday
Service/Chancel Choir Cantata 

Friday, March 25
• 7:00-8:00 a.m., UMW Sacrificial

Breakfast, Fellowship Hall
• 12:00 p.m., Church offices & Building

close
Saturday, March 26

• 10:00 a.m., Easter Egg Hunt,
back parking lot

Youth Information:
Sunday, March 20

• Sunday School Classes
• 3:45 M/H Bells
• 4:15 S/H Bells & M/H Youth
• 5:00 Easter Orchestra

Bring your instruments home from school!
• 5:45 Worship/Snack Supper
• 6:45 S/H Youth

Wednesday, March 23
• 8:15 p.m., Easter Choir Practice
• 8:30 p.m., Easter Orchestra Practice

Bring your instruments home from school!

Easter Offering supports local missions

Spofford, reStart, NewHouse and Della C. Lamb used to
be supported by the old West Conference Apportionments. 
Under the Missouri Conference umbrella they are not a part
of our apportionments but considered a vital ministry with
suggested giving over and above.

The Easter offering this year will see that this church’s
vital ministry portion for these United Methodist agencies
are paid.  The remainder of the Easter offering will go to
R.E.A.P., our community agency.

To assure your gift goes to this cause, please use the
Easter envelope in the packet sent to your home, or the
“other” line of your regular giving envelope or the envelope
in the pastor’s letter to the congregation.

As Rev. Smith says in his letter, “In celebration of our
redemption, let’s be a part of redeeming the lives of
others.”

Orders can be placed for Easter lilies

You still have time to reserve an Easter lily in honor or
in memory of a special person.  The price remains at $6.00
per plant.  Please come by the church office or give us a
call to place your order.  You can take your Easter lily
home after the 11:00 Easter service or come by the church
on Monday and pick it up.

Easter Egg Hunt will be March 26

Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will be at 10:00 Saturday
morning, March 26.  All children - toddlers through 5th
graders - should bring their
baskets and come to the back
parking lot for a really fun
time.  Friends are welcome to
come with the children.

If you would like to donate
individually wrapped candy
for the Easter Egg Hunt, you
can leave it in the church
office.

Allana Ross (743-9033) is organizing this event.  If you
would like to help stuff plastic eggs or help the morning of
the Easter Egg Hunt, please call her.
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Pastor’s Corner:
Lent is the time when Christians

remind themselves of their fallen nature
and the need for redemption in the midst
of their errors, blunders and out right sin. 
We start with a story about errors from the
life of Kenny Hubbs.  Hubbs was a second
baseman for the Chicago Cubs back in
the 1960s.  He set the record for that
position for most games played without
committing an error — 87 games.  Soon
after setting the record he lost his life by
committing a monumental blunder, taking
off in his private airplane in Utah in a
blinding snowstorm.  In the midst of his
record-setting performance, he told a
reporter:  “People say I have sure hands
and that is why I don’t make any errors. 
The truth is, errors are made in the head,
not the hands.”

A parallel can be drawn to life.  Errors
are made in the mind (or in the heart).  In
Psalms it says that the people erred in
their heart.  Errors stem from attitude and
willfulness.  They just find expression in
other ways.  Lent reminds us of the two
ways God intersects our lives in their
need; first, by forgiving and cleansing us
when we turn to him through Christ’s
sacrifice; and second, by transforming our
minds and hearts when we submit them to
his leading and to his refinement.

In this season, we focus on Christ’s
passion and his suffering on our behalf
and pray that our hearts and minds may
be transformed by our awareness of
God’s great love for us and his great
sacrifice on our behalf.  Join us Sunday
for our celebration of Christ’s entry into
Jerusalem and the beginning of his
passion.  A new and repentant awareness
of his passion and suffering for us can
transform us and, in God’s sight, cover
our errors and our blunders.  Then, when
Christ sets us free, we shall be free
indeed.

Grace & Peace, ...Jim

Person to person:
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

• As of March 14, the following member has been
reported in an area hospital:  Leslie Galbraith at
Research.

• Paul Matthews would like to thank his church family
for all the calls, cards, prayers and concerns he
received during his recent hospitalization.

• Our sympathy to Paul & Marcella Matthews for the
death of her niece.

Prayer Line: 816-358-8622
Church Office: 816-353-1435

Fax Number: 816-353-8770
E-Mail: BlueRgUMC@aol.com

Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org


