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Thisiswue of The Envoy
is gporsored by

Hoot & LindaMann& family
in hona of
Joe & Blanche Patti’s
57th wedding annversary
on February 18

From your pastor:

During this Lenten season, we have
prepared oppatunities for your spiritual
and emotional growth. | hope you will
be wise enough to avail yourself of them,
but, if your schedule doesn’t al ow full
participation, at least take timeto read
your Bible daily. It has been the source
of renewal and strength for both nations
and courtlessindividuals.

There is a story that when an East
Indian princevisited Queen Victoriaon
businessof state and asked her to tell
him the seaet of England s greaness
and glory, she smply handed hm a @py
of the Bible with the words, “Thisisthe
seaet of England s greadness” Some
would argue that she had forgotten her
navies, bu | still believe that the engines
of anation's power and ability to over-
come the dhallenges of time aeto be
foundinits people’s $ared religious
vision d life.

(continued in Pastor’s Corner on badk page)
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“Revival in the Land” presented by youth

Do you remember going to summer camp — cabins,
bunk leds, trees, lakes and campfires under starry skies
with sing-alongs? In ou musicd presentation this Sunday
ayouth camp retrea presents the subjed, “What is
reviva?’ to arather bored group d
participants. However, astheretred
progresses, the flames of revival fue
heats andignite souls for some life-
changing deasions.

Asauthor KarlaWorley says,
“Thaose flames from my past camp
experiences dill fuel my efforts for
Christ today. Sometimes they have
burned low, only to be fanned again to flame. But they
have proved a steady hed.” Through story and song our
youth present astory to help uslookin ou souls, minds
and reatsandfind“Reviva inthe Land.”

In times when we often hea what is wrong with the
youth of today, let’s cdebrate the positive ntributions,
hard work and dedication d our church’syouth. Come and
hea their presentation and kring othersin the community
with you. The youth will present their musicd at all three
morning worship servicesthis
Sunday, February 20.

A speaal offering will be taken,
which isthe main fundraiser for
bath the Mid High and Senior High
summer missonwork camps. If you
are unable to attend Sunday morning,
you are welcome to still contribute
through the church dffice Please be sure to mark your
envelope “Youth” for this edal offering. Thank youfor
your suppat of our very important youth ministry!

Mark your cdendar for this Sunday, February 20,to pan
on attending either the 8:15, 930 a 11:00 servicefor
“Reviva inthe Land’.




“Walking Jesus’ Path”

The article in the adjacent column is
an article that describes Children’s
Ministry in a passionate way. What is
Children’s Ministry? We cannot
under-state the importance of
making the children (and youth) an
overpowering priority in our
church. Why? What about those
who have been in the church’s
membership for years, those who
are ill, those who have had a crisis,
those who have gotten disillusioned,
those who ..... Everyone in the church
is important. Everyone.

The reason children’s ministry, or
ministry to children is such an important
priority, is because of our great need for
our children and_their great need for us.

Jesus showed us through pure
demonstration. When He said, ‘Let the
children come to me,” He indicated that
to have faith, hope, trust, vision, joy and
sincerity like they do is to discover the
peace that is brought by the Lord — hand
delivered, heart delivered. If we
“minister to” our children we will be
transformed by them. We will see God
in such a genuine way and will know
God in such a personal way. And God
will know us in the most tender of ways.

Have you ever thought about working
with our children? Have you ever thought
about what you would gain?

... Cheryl

|
A check has been received for cans

Speaking of our children — Kids-on-
a-Mission received their first check for
aluminum cans. Sixty-three pounds of
cans profited $14.62. Please keep
recycling your cans in the collection bin
in the back parking lot.

Children are part of the church of today.....

IMAGINE! was the theme of the Children’s Pastors
Conference I attended this past week with 1,500 other
individuals, all who have a passion for children’s ministry.

The workshops were informative, the speakers were
inspirational but maybe most important was being
surrounded by others, just like me, who have the same

IMAGINE! This word is limited only by our own

MINISTRY minds. Not to imagine what the next latest and

greatest curriculum for Sunday school will be, or the
number of children we want to see occupying seats on
Sundays. It’s not dreaming about what kind of program we
could have with unlimited financial and volunteer
resources.

IMAGINE! My dreams are huge for Blue Ridge United
Methodist Children’s Ministry! The things I imagine can
happen only through the transforming power of God’s grace
in the lives of each child in our church right now today. I
imagine our children learning the value of inviting Jesus to
constantly walk with them down the path of life’s journey.

I want them to understand the importance of worshiping
God in private and corporately but to know without a doubt
God’s promises in the Bible are true and are for them to
grasp and hold on to when life throws us those inevitable
curve balls. That prayer is the best way to draw closer to
our Heavenly Father.

BUT MOST OF ALL I IMAGINE our children
becoming so strong in their faith that when the time comes
to proclaim it.....they can and will proclaim it! I want them
to know what makes us different as Christians and why we
believe as Christians first and Methodists second that it is
worth it in every way to follow Christ’s path.

Now! You IMAGINE...... what spiritual tools do you
want your children to have as they leave the protection of
your home and our church family for college or out into the
real world. Imagine the peace in your heart knowing your
teachings at home, supported by our ministry at BRUMC,
gave your child a strong foundation that will not crumble
under scrutiny or under today’s secular world view.
Hopefully, they come out on the other side of adulthood
being leaders in our church community and raising children
of faith. This is my dream, this is my goal and it is what I
imagine.

Blessings
Tammy Bartley, Director of Children & Family Ministries



Coming Next Week...
Sunday, February 20

Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

* Youth Musical - all three services

» Blue Ridge shirt orders being taken

« Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end

e 10:30-10:50 a.m., Angel Chair,
Room 110

e 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in
Chapel

e 4:00 p.m., Lenten Study, Chapel

Monday, February 21
¢ Closed in celebration of
Presidents’ Day

Tuesday, February 22
e 6:30 p.m., Cornerstone

Wednesday, February 23
e 12:30 p.m., Connecting Hands
Meeting, Room 221
e 6:30 p.m., Chancel Bells
e 7:00 p.m., Men's Ensemble
e 7:30 p.m., Chancel Choir

Thursday, February 24
* 6:30 p.m., Alpha

Friday, Feb. 25 - Sunday, Feb. 27
+ Women’s Retreat at Wilderness
Camp & Retreat Center

Youth Information: A’V

Sunday, February 20

« Musical presented at all 3 services

Lenten study series to begin Sunday

Our senior pastor will begin aLenten study seriesthis
Sunday at 4:00 pm. Thefirst threeweeks will be arepea
of his archeology study, which he presented last fall.
Several members were not able to attend at that time and
have asked him to share his experiences again.

Y ou areinvited to attend as many weeks as your
schedule dlows. Jim will be sharing his didesin the
Chapel.

Church officeand building
closed Monday

The church dffices and buldings
will be dosed Monday, February 21,
in observance of Presidents Day.

(2T )
PRESIDENTS' DAY

* Kk ok k ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

Spedal Tsunami UMCOR giving statements mail ed

Giving statements for thase who gave to Tsunami Reli ef
have been mailed. This geda January 2005 only
statements are for your use in taking your Tsunami gifts on
your 20040r 2005taxesif you itemize.

The Tsunami gift will appea onyour statements for the
rest of 2005. You reed to write yourself anote & to what
you are doing so that you use or subtrad that amourt for
2005at the end d thisyea.

Kids will be in worship on Sunday, February 27

All Sunday Schod children will attend the 9:30 worship
service Sunday, February 27. Parents, do nd have your
chil d/children go to the Chapel that day. Please take them
to the worship servicewith you. Periodicdly, we have the
chil dren attend the 9:30 servicefor that spiritual
experience. Several of their Sunday Schod teaders will be
attending the Women's Retrea so it was dedded thiswould
be agoodtime for the dildren's department to attend
church with their families.



Pastor’s Corner:

When that crumbles, indvidud livesand
their famili es begin to crumble over the
generations (I've been aroundlong enowgh
now to seeit happen, aswell asread abou it
in history books). When al that comesto
pass navies begin to snk aong with alot of
other things. Victoriawasright.

Defoe, in hisnovel Robinson Crusoe,
says it best, | think, through Crusoe's
words. Let me quaefully: 2Before... the
anguish of my soul at my condtionwould
brea&k out uponme on asudden, and my
very heat would de within meto think of
the woods, the mourtains, the deserts | was
in; and hav | was a prisoner locked up
with the déernal bars of the oceanin an
uninhab-ited wil derness withou
redemption. Inthe midst of the greaest
compasures of my mind, thiswould bregk
uponme like astorm and make me wring
my hands and weep like a ¢ild. But now |
began to exercise myself with new
thoughts; | daily read the Word of God and
applied al its comforts to my present state.
One morn-ing, being very sad, | opened my
Bible uponthese words, ‘1 will never,
never leave thee na forsake theg;
immediately it occurred that these words
wereto me... ‘Well, then, said I, ‘if God
does not forsake me, of what ill
consequence can it be or what matters it
though the world shoud all forsake me,
sedng onthe other hand, if | had al the
world and shoud lose the favor and
blessng of God, there would be no
comparisonin theloss?® (But youll find
those words deleted from many of the
editions our children read of Defoe's work.
Talk abou censorship!)

During this Lenten season, redaim your
forebeaer's vision through reading some
Holy Scripture. | suggest you start with the
book d Romans, and then the Gospel of
Mark. From there dternate between
Gospels, Epistles and Old Testament
Psalms. Grace& Peace ...Jim

Person to person:

CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

» Asof February 14, the foll owing member has been
reported in an areahospital: NormaBalke & Leés

Summit Hospital.

o Our sympathy to Wayne & Susan Pieper and family

for the deah of her mother.

» Congratulationsto Bill & Helen Myerswho have been

married 60yeas as of February 11.

* aThank youall so very much for your thoughts,
prayers and cards | recaved after | broke my hip.°

....Janice Knoll

* Ray & AlicePricer would like to thank everyone who
sent them a cad cdebrating their 58th wedding

anniversary.

Prayer Line: 816-3588622

Church Office 816-3531435

Fax Number: 816-353-8770
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Web Site: www.blueridgedhurch.org
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