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Ash Wednesday Service

February 9
7:00 p.m.

Communion

Nursery provided

Children are part of the church of today.....

“ I don’ t believe that children are talked into believing in
God, I believe they are talked out of it.  We are all born
with an understanding of our creator and a deep longing for

His love.  If we don’ t seize the oppor-
tunity to reinforce what children
intuitively understand when they are
young, over time the world’s influence
will slowly erode that belief away. 
We must give their young faith wings
for flight.”  Martha Willi amson,

Producer of “Touched by an Angel” .
What a mission statement for a children’s ministry! 

How encouraging for parents or for those who have a
calli ng to work with children, that we don’ t have to start at
zero or try to “persuade” littl e ones of God’s greatness and
love.  Our job is to simply help nurture the seed of desire
for God’s love planted in their hearts by their creator.  It is
my sincere desire that our children’s faith be strengthened
not only by the curriculum used in our Sunday School
program or Wednesday night Kids-on-a-
Mission program; but equally important, by
the interaction they have with the adults in
our congregation.  We are all potential
teachers of Christ’s love in the eyes of an
impressionable child whether we are aware
of it or not!  Let’s all remember the words
of Jesus when he told his disciples to “ ...let
the children come to Me” and model His response to the
children we see in the halls on Sunday mornings!

If you feel in your heart that God is calli ng you to work
with our children, please pray first and allow God’s spirit to
move you in the direction of His calli ng.  I would be so
happy to visit with you about volunteering to serve Christ
and our children.

Blessings
Tammy Bartley, Director of Children & Family Ministries



“ Walking Jesus’ Path”

Do you have a globe in your home? 
Do you have a globe of the world that
you can ªspin aroundº and locate on it
specific countries, oceans, rivers, cities
in the world?

Everyone should have a globe in their
home.  It should be where it can be seen
often.  Why?  Why have a globe or map
of the world in your home?  Here are
some important reasons to think about:

1) To ªseeº the world reminds you
that there is li fe outside Missouri
and the United States.

2) To ªseeº the world lets you
recognize that you have neighbors
far and near.

3) To ªseeº the world teaches you
that God's creation of our earth
includes the power of oceans and
the beauty of lands.

4) To ªseeº the world increases your
curiosity about people that God
has created who have the same
needs, hopes and fears, but perhaps
look different in a culturally
unique and beautiful way.

5) To ªseeº the world gives you the
opportunity to put your hands on
the globe and say a humble,
sincere prayer for people that God
loves as much as you.

6) To ªseeº the world is to see God in
His finest hour, creating, sustain-
ing, redeeming, through people
who keep promises in places of
great need.

7) To ªseeº the world is to see your-
self as God sees you, someone
made in His image.

... Cheryl    

Join us for the Women’s 2005 Retreat

Our retreat is nearly here, and I'm sure many of you
have questions.  My question to you is, ªHave you thought
about yourself lately?  Are you struggling to find time for
yourself, or feeling too busy to even think about it?º  Most
of us think we are the ªMarthasº in
the world today, but want to be more
like ªMaryº.  Haven't had time to
think about it?  Read Luke 10:38-42,
John 11:1-44 and John 12:1-11.  We
will be exploring more about who
we are and want to be.

We will be sending information
to everyone who has signed up and
paid a deposit.  This will i nclude directions, a what-to-bring
list, phone numbers for the camp and a small pre-camp
assignment.  It is not mandatory, but helps us start thinking
about our time together and anticipating.  We will be in
Trinity Lodge this year.  I have been assured that all we will
need will be in place.  Wilderness is a beautiful camping
and retreat center that no matter what the weather brings,
there is something to enjoy and have a good time.

I suggest warm clothes and layers, since this is still
winter.  If you want to explore the outdoors in free time, it
will most likely be cold.  Layering is also a good plan for
inside, with all the various temperature preferences of the
people participating.

We are keeping sign-ups open, but will require a full
payment to hold a spot for you.  We have 14 signed up,
with room for a few more.  We will have to close
registration on February 15.  Call the church off ice to
register.  This is a great time to get to know some of the
people we see as we come and go at the church, but really
don't know them.  I have enjoyed learning more about
some of the women I didn't know very well and find that
there are areas of common ground for all of us.

To those who are not going, I would ask that you keep
us in your prayers for a safe trip, a time of ªretreatº and
ªrenewalº, and that we all come home with our minds at
ease, our spirits high, re-energized and our hearts overflow-
ing with love for all we are, can be and can do as women of
faith.

.... Sue Klotz   



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, February 13
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

• Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end

• Blue Ridge shirt orders being taken
• Fellowship Coffee in Beatitudes

Entry Area
• 10:30-10:50 a.m., Angel Choir,

Room 110
• 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in

Chapel
• Food for reStart meal should be in

kitchen by noon
Monday, February 14

• 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Break Time
Club, Fellowship Hall

• 7:00 p.m., Boy Scouts, Hobbs Hall
Tuesday, February 15

• 6:30 p.m., Cornerstone
• 7:00 p.m., Cub Scouts, Hobbs Hall

Wednesday, February 16
• 6:30 p.m., Chancel Bells
• 7:00 p.m., Men’s Ensemble
• 7:30 p.m., Chancel Choir

Thursday, February 17
• 10:00 a.m., Women’s Bible Study

and Issues Group, Room 223
• 6:30 p.m., Alpha

Friday, February 18
• 12:00 p.m., Golden Key Potluck

Luncheon, Fellowship Hall

Youth Information:

Sunday, February 13
Very important technical rehearsal

for musical!
• 3:00 p.m., Drama for juniors &

seniors
• 4:00-7:00 p.m., Musical practice for

all (bring $$$ for snack supper)

A check for $ 7251.00
 was sent t o UMCOR for Tsunami relief.

What a treat for Sund ay morning worshipers!

On Sunday, February 20, our Youth Choir will present
the musical,  ªRevival in the Land.º  Join a group of
campers as they seek revival in their spirits to fight off the
evils of the world that surround us.  Be careful ----- Satan
and his henchmen may be lurking about!

 This is our main fund raiser for our summer work
camps.  We hope you will i nvite friends, relatives and
especially young people to come and hear a wonderful
message about God's work in our li ves.

Our youth will be presenting ªRevival in the Landº at all
three morning services on February 20.

Blue Ridge shirts available to pu rchase

Orders are still being taken for long-sleeved shirts,
sweatshirts and denim shirts with the Blue Ridge logo.  You
can order your shirt this Sunday.  Nurture & Fellowship
Committee members will be in the entry area with a display
of what is available and order forms.

Golden Key Meeting = good food and warm fellowship

You'll want to be sure to attend this month's Golden
Key potluck luncheon on Friday, February 18.  Not only
will you get to enjoy delicious food and friendly people,
you will be entertained with a Winter Birds Slide Show
Presentation.  Thanks to Burr Oak Woods Nature Center
for providing a presenter for this show.  Lunch begins at
noon in the Fellowship Hall .
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Pastor’s Corner:
Valentine's Day is next week and I

thought perhaps you might be interested
in knowing just how this special day got
started.

It happened in the year 270 A.D., 
Valentinus, a Roman priest, was
sentenced to die for defying the laws of
the Emperor Claudius by performing
Christian marriage ceremonies.

The prison guard had a young
daughter Nena who brought Valentinus
food and little messages to cheer him
during his last days of life.

Just before dawn on the morning of his
execution, he wrote Nena a farewell note
with this message:

“No matter what happens, Nena,
always remember this.  There is a bond of
love between some people so eternal,
nothing can ever end it.”

He signed the letter, “From Your
Valentine.”

This is the way St. Valentine, himself,
started the charming custom of express-
ing love and friendship every February 14. 
As a result, what Valentinus wrote from
his heart will never be lost.

God sends his notes of love to us . . .
not just one day . . . but every day of the
year.  He sends us many messages of
blessing:  love, joy, peace, health,
seasons of sunshine and showers of rain. 
Best of all, he sent heaven's most
precious gift to earth to give us eternal
life.  Have you accepted this gift?

Respond to God's love by accepting
Him as Lord of your heart and mind. 
Send Him the valentine of a grateful heart. 
In that way, your Valentine, like the
original from St. Valentine himself, will
have significance for eternity.

Grace & Peace,
...Jim

Person to person:
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

• As of February 7, the following member has been
reported in an area hospital:  Betty Marlatt at Lee's
Summit.

• Our sympathy to Wes & Bonnie Hougland and family
for the death of his sister and to the family and friends
of Wayne Cagle for his recent death.

• Happy 93rd Birthday to Lilli an Creed on February 15.

Prayer Line: 816-358-8622
Church Off ice: 816-353-1435

Fax Number: 816-353-8770
E-Mail : BlueRgUMC@aol.com

Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org


