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Children are part of the church of today.....

“1 donit believe that children are talked into believingin
God, | believe they aretalked ou of it. We ae dl born
with an understanding of our creaor and a deep longing for

Hislove. If wedon't seizethe oppa-
tunity to reinforcewhat chil dren
intuitively understand when they are
yourg, over time the world’ sinfluence
will slowly erode that beli ef away.
We must give their yourg faith wings
for flight.” Martha Willi amson,
Producer of “Touched by an Angel”.

What a misgon statement for a il dren’s ministry!
How encouraging for parents or for those who have a
cdli ng to work with children, that we don't have to start at
zero or try to “persuade” littl e ones of God's greanessand
love. Ourjobisto simply help nuture the seed of desire
for God slove planted in their heats by their creaor. Itis
my sincere desire that our children’s faith be strengthened
not only by the aurriculum used in our Sunday Schod
program or Wednesday night Kids-on-a-

Misgon program; but equally important, by

the interadion they have with the aultsin

our congregation. We ae dl potential

teaders of Christ’sloveinthe eyesof an
impressonable dild whether we ae avare

of it or not! Let’sall remember the words

of Jesus when hetold hisdisciplesto “...let

the dildren come to Me” and model Hisresporse to the
chil dren we seein the hall s on Sunday mornings!

If youfed in your heat that Godis cdli ng you to work
with ou children, dease pray first and allow God's irit to
move youin thediredion d Hiscdling. | would be so
happy to visit with you abou volunteeing to serve Christ
and our children.

Blessngs
Tamnmy Bartley, Direcor of Children & Family Ministries



“Walking Jesus Path”

Do you have aglobe in your home?
Do you have aglobe of the world that
you can spin around® and locae onit
spedfic courtries, oceans, rivers, cities
in the world?

Everyone shoud have aglobe in their
home. It shoud bewhereit can be seen
often. Why? Why have aglobe or map
of the world in your home? Here ae
some important reasons to think abou:

1) To%see’the world reminds you
that thereislife outside Misouri
and the United States.

2) To%seetheworld letsyou
recognize that you have neighbars
far and rea.

3) To %see’the world teates you
that God's credion d our eath
includes the power of oceans and
the beauty of lands.

4) To 3see’the world increases your
curiosity abou people that God
has creaed who have the same
needs, hopes and feas, bu perhaps
look dfferent in a alturally
unique and beautiful way.

5) To %seeCthe world gives you the
oppatunity to pu your hands on
the globe and say ahumble,
sincere prayer for people that God
loves as much as you.

6) To %see‘theworldisto seeGodin
Hisfinest hour, creaing, sustain-
ing, redeeming, through people
who ke promisesin places of
gred ned.

7) To%seetheworld isto seeyour-
self as God sees you, someone
made in Hisimage.

... Cheryl

Join us for the Women’s 2005 Retreat

Our retrea isnealy here, and I'm sure many of you
have questions. My question to youis, 3Have you thought
abou yourself lately? Areyou strugdling to find time for
yourself, or feding too busy to even think about it Most
of usthink we aethe Marthas’ in
the world today, bu want to be more
like Mary®. Haven't had timeto
think abou it? Read Luke 10:38-42,

John 111-44 and John 121-11. We
will be exploring more éou who
we ae and want to be.

We will be sending information
to everyone who hes sgned upand
paid adeposit. Thiswill i nclude diredions, awhat-to-bring
list, phore numbers for the canp and a small pre-camp
assgnment. It isnot mandatory, bu helps us dart thinking
abou our time together and anticipating. Wewill bein
Trinity Lodge thisyea. | have been asaured that al we will
need will bein pace Wildernessisabeautiful camping
and retrea center that no matter what the weaher brings,
thereis samething to enjoy and have agoodtime.

| suggest warm clothes and layers, sincethisis gill
winter. If youwant to explore the outdoarsin freetime, it
will most likely be @ld. Layeringisaso agood gdan for
inside, with all the various temperature preferences of the
people participating.

We ae keguing sign-ups open, bu will require afull
payment to hdd a spat for you. We have 14 signed up,
with room for afew more. We will haveto close
registration onFebruary 15. Call the dhurch officeto
register. Thisisagred timeto get to knowv some of the
people we see &we come and go at the church, bu redly
dorit know them. | have enjoyed leaning more éou
some of the women | didn't know very well and find that
there ae aeas of common groundfor all of us.

To those who are not going, | would ask that you keep
usinyour prayersfor asafetrip, atime of @etrea® and
grenewal®, and that we dl come home with ou minds at
ease, our spirits high, re-energized and ou heats overflow-
ing with love for al we ae, can be and can doas women of
faith.

... SeKlotz



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, February 13
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

¢ Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end
* Blue Ridge shirt orders being taken
« Fellowship Coffee in Beatitudes
Entry Area
e 10:30-10:50 a.m., Angel Chair,
Room 110
e 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in
Chapel
» Food for reStart meal should be in
kitchen by noon
Monday, February 14
¢ 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m., Break Time
Club, Fellowship Hall
e 7:00 p.m., Boy Scouts, Hobbs Hall
Tuesday, February 15
¢ 6:30 p.m., Cornerstone
e 7:00 p.m., Cub Scouts, Hobbs Hall
Wednesday, February 16
¢ 6:30 p.m., Chancel Bells
e 7:00 p.m., Men's Ensemble
e 7:30 p.m., Chancel Choir
Thursday, February 17
e 10:00 a.m., Women'’s Bible Study
and Issues Group, Room 223
¢ 6:30 p.m., Alpha
Friday, February 18
e 12:00 p.m., Golden Key Potluck
Luncheon, Fellowship Hall

Youth Information:

Sunday, February 13
Very important technical rehearsal
for musical!
e 3:00 p.m., Drama for juniors &
seniors
¢ 4:00-7:00 p.m., Musical practice for
all (bring $$$ for snack supper)

What a treat for Sunday morning worshipers!

On Sunday, February 20, ou Youth Chair will present
the musicd, @Revival inthe Land?® Joinagroup d
campers as they seek reviva in their spirits to fight off the
evils of theworld that surround . Be caeful ----- Satan
and his henchmen may be lurking about!

Thisisour main fundraiser for our summer work
camps. We hope you will i nvite friends, relatives and
espedally young people to come and hea awonderful
message dou Godswork in ou lives.

Our youth will be presenting @Revival in the Land & all
threemorning services on February 20.

Achekfor$ 7251.00
wassantt o UMCOR for Tunami rdi €.

Blue Ridge shirts available to purchase

Orders are still being taken for long-sleeved shirts,
swedshirts and denim shirts with the Blue Ridge loga You
can arder your shirt this Sunday. Nurture & Fellowship
Committeemembers will bein the entry areawith adisplay
of what isavailable and ader forms.

Golden Key Meeting = goa food and warm fell owship

Youll want to be sure to attend this month's Golden
Key patluck luncheon onFriday, February 18. Not only
will you get to enjoy delicious foodand friendly people,
youwill be entertained with a Winter Birds Side Shav
Presentation. Thanks to Burr Oak Woods Nature Center
for providing a presenter for this how. Lunch begins at
noonin the Fell owship Hall.



Pastor’s Corner:

Valentine's Day is next week and |
thought perhaps you might be interested
in knowing just how this special day got
started.

It happened in the year 270 A.D.,
Valentinus, a Roman priest, was
sentenced to die for defying the laws of
the Emperor Claudius by performing
Christian marriage ceremonies.

The prison guard had a young
daughter Nena who brought Valentinus
food and little messages to cheer him
during his last days of life.

Just before dawn on the morning of his
execution, he wrote Nena a farewell note
with this message:

“No matter what happens, Nena,
always remember this. There is a bond of
love between some people so eternal,
nothing can ever end it.”

He signed the letter, “From Your
Valentine.”

This is the way St. Valentine, himself,
started the charming custom of express-
ing love and friendship every February 14.
As a result, what Valentinus wrote from
his heart will never be lost.

God sends his notes of loveto us . . .
not just one day . . . but every day of the
year. He sends us many messages of
blessing: love, joy, peace, health,
seasons of sunshine and showers of rain.
Best of all, he sent heaven's most
precious gift to earth to give us eternal
life. Have you accepted this gift?

Respond to God's love by accepting
Him as Lord of your heart and mind.

Send Him the valentine of a grateful heatrt.
In that way, your Valentine, like the
original from St. Valentine himself, will
have significance for eternity.
Grace & Peace,
..Jim

Person to person:

CHURCHAMILY NEWS

* Asof February 7, the foll owing member has been
reported in an areahospital: Betty Marlatt at Leés
Summit.

*  Our sympathy to Wes & Bonne Hougland and family
for the deah dof his gster andto the family and friends
of Wayne Cagle for hisrecent deah.

* Happy 93rd Birthday to Lilli an Creed onFebruary 15.

Prayer Line: 8163588622

Church Office 816-3531435
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E-Mail: BlueRgUMC@aol.com
Web Site: www.blueridgedhurch.org

Publication deadline: Thur sday at noon

THE ENVOY (USPS 592-420) Periodicals
is published weekly except for Postage Paid
the week of Dec 25 by the at Kansas City MO

Blue Ridge Boulevard
United Methodist Church
5055 Blue Ridge Boulevard
Kansas City MO 64133-2599

POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to THE ENVOY

5055 Blue Ridge Boulevard
Kansas City MO 64133-2599




