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BRUMC’s winter weather po licy

All events scheduled at the church
Monday-Friday will be cancelled if
classes in the Raytown School District
are cancelled or dismissed early due to
winter weather conditions.  Church
off ices will remain open.  If you are in
doubt, call the church off ice and check
about your event or meeting.

This, of course, applies also to the
Parent’s Day Out Program.  Preschool is
in session Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
provided Raytown schools are open.

If we’re lucky, maybe we’ve already
had all the inclement weather that causes
school closings.

The Prayer of Cyrus Brown
by Sam W. Foss

‘The proper way for a man to pray,’
said Deacon Lemuel Keys,

‘And the only proper attitude
Is down upon his knees.’

‘No, I should say the way to pray.’
said Reverend Doctor Wise,

‘ Is standing straight, with outstretched arms,
and rapt and unturned eyes.’

‘Oh, no, no, no,’ said Elder Snow,
‘Such posture is too proud;

A man should pray with eyes fast closed,
and head contritely down.’

‘ It seems to me his hands should be
austerely clasped in front,

With both thumbs pointing toward the ground.’
said Reverend Doctor Brown.

‘Las’ year I fell i n Hodgkin’s well
head first,’ said Cyrus Brown.

‘With both my heels a-stickin’ up,
My head a-pointin’ down.

An’ I made a prayer right then
An’ there . . .

Best prayer I ever said,
The prayingest prayer I ever prayed,

A standin’ on my head.’



EVERYBODY, SOMEBODY, ANYBODY, NOBODY

This is a story about four people:  EVERYBODY, SOMEBODY, ANYBODY, NOBODY.  There was
an important job to be done and EVERYBODY was asked to do it.  EVERYBODY was sure
SOMEBODY would do it.  ANYBODY could have done it, but NOBODY did it.  SOMEBODY got
angry about that because it was EVERYBODY’s job.  EVERYBODY thought ANYBODY would do it,
but NOBODY realized that EVERYBODY wouldn't do it.  It ended up that EVERYBODY blamed
SOMEBODY, when actually NOBODY asked ANYBODY.

“Remember how much our Savior loves you, even
when things seem hard.  When you can share the love of
Jesus when things seem hard, you are a beautiful witness
of your faith and all that God has to offer.  You never
know when your smile can make all the difference in
someone's li fe.  Don't hesitate to offer prayer.  People
can always refuse, but if you don't offer, you will never
know what miracle you might have missed.

Camill e P. Sutton, Missionary to Mozambique
Prayer Calendar, January 2003

“ Walking Jesus’ Path”

We are in the middle of January.  We
fear the weather will be cold(er), that
there will be ice, snow and wind.  We
want li fe to run “smoothly” for us.  We
aim to find the decisions and actions we
can take in li fe which are the least
diff icult, the least costly and the least
inconvenient.  We want simple answers,
fill ed with good news.  We want to be
“spectators” at the li fe game, not players
on the field.

Have you ever asked the Lord what it
is that He wants you to make of your
li fe, starting today?  Really—have you
really asked and really meant it—with
your eyes and heart open?  Wouldn't it
be great to know?  Wouldn't it?

... Cheryl    

Jazz Up Your Christmas IV CD’s 
still available in church office

We have CD's in the church off ice of
the fabulous music presented at the Jazz
Up Your Christmas IV concert which
took place December 5.  Each CD costs
$11.00.

So if you're still wanting to get a copy
of this CD, stop by the off ice during
business hours.

For ladies of Blue Ridge UMC!

Our retreat is “ the happening place” for you Friday-
Sunday, February 25-27.  We look forward to getting
together for fun, relaxation, sharing and
exploring our faith.

Are you always doing for others and
not for yourself?  Do you want to be
“Mary” and sit at Jesus' feet, or are you
too busy in the kitchen, li ke “Martha?” 
Join us as we explore together how we
can be both — the best of each of these
wonderful women.

Please call the church off ice at 353-1435 to sign up.  The
deadline to register and pay a $25.00 deposit is February 2,
Ground Hog Day.  But don't let a “shadow” keep you
away!  Total cost is $65.00 for the retreat.  The balance is
due by February 15.

Ask a friend to join us as we grow and learn together. 
Keep watching for more information in The Envoy.

In faith, ..... Sue and Connie



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, January 23
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

• Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end
10:30-10:50 a.m., Angel Choir,
Room 110

• 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in
Chapel

Monday, January 24
• 6:30 p.m., Staff Parish Committee

Meeting, Conference Room
• 7:00 p.m., Men’s Bible Study, Room

222
• 7:00 p.m., Boy Scouts, Hobbs Hall

Tuesday, January 25
• 6:30 p.m., Cornerstone
• 7:00 p.m., Outreach Committee

Meeting, Conference Room

Wednesday, January 26
• 12:30 p.m., Connecting Hands,

Room 221
• 6:30 p.m., Chancel Bells
• 7:00 p.m., Men’s Ensemble
• 7:00 p.m., Break Time Advisory

Committee Meeting, Room 222
• 7:30 p.m., Chancel Choir

Thursday, January 27
• 6:30 p.m., Alpha

Youth Information:

Sunday, January 23
• Sunday School Classes
• 3:30 p.m., M/H Bells
• 4:00 p.m., M/H & S/H Youth
• 5:00 p.m., Worship/Snack Supper
• 5:30 p.m., Musical Practice
• 7:15-8:00 p.m., Drama Practice -

seniors & juniors

Miss ing Children’s Books

Our church librarian reports that the following
children’s books are missing from the library.  The
check-out cards are in the box but no names are on
the cards.  Please check to make sure you don’t have
these books on a shelf or table at your home.

Junie B. Jones and The Mushy Gushy Valentine
My First Big Talkabout Book
My First Day of School
Best Friends
Georgie’s Christmas Carol

If you find any of these books, please return them
to the plastic container marked “Book Return” in the
library.

Break Time Club resumes end o f month

Break Time Club starts again on Monday, January 31. 
We meet in the Fellowship Hall from 9:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
We have been pioneers in a spiritual program for older
adults in the Raytown community. 
We've assembled a terrific group of
volunteers and participants.  Every
volunteer has mentioned that they
enjoy Break Time as much as the
participants.  Thus, we are
transformed, nurtured and refreshed
by our involvement in our Break Time project.

Consider Break Time as a resource for care givers who
are in the real-li fe pressures of caring for aging relatives. 
We give them a break, a brief respite from their on-going
duties.  We also provide an opportunity for new
friendships, celebrations and fun for the older adult. 

If you know someone who would enjoy our program, or
if you are interested in volunteering, please call Judy
Eubank, Break Time coordinator, at 353-1435, ext. 21, or
the Raytown Shepherd's Center.

  I am genuinely pleased with our results.
.....Judy Eubank     



Because the off ice was closed Monday, The
Envoy was printed on Friday.  For updated
hospital information, call the church off ice.
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Pastor’s Corner:
A Call to Prayer!

2 Chronicles 7:14 issues the people of
God a call to prayer.  “If my people who
are called by my name will humble
themselves and pray, and seek my face
and turn from their wicked ways, then will I
hear from heaven and will forgive their sin
and heal their land.”

As we become increasingly aware of
the instability of the world in which we live
we can claim the opportunity to turn to
God in prayer.  Would you commit
yourself to spending a portion of each day
in prayer?  Would you pray for the world,
our nation, our community?  Would you
pray for our church, our leadership, our
people?  Would you pray for your pastor
and family?

Together we can make a difference
through faith and prayer.  Here is a little
model for prayer that I often use based on
Acts:

A - a time for ADORATION
Spend a few moments
reflecting on the majesty of
God Almighty and offer
expressions of love.

C - a time of CONFESSION
Invite the Holy Spirit to reveal
any sin that needs to be
confessed and left with God.

T - a time of THANKSGIVING
Consider all the blessings of
life and thank God for them.

S - a time of SUPPLICATION praying 
for others
Offer prayers on behalf of
other persons.

As we become people of prayer we
create a praying church.  Let us pray as
we keep in mind this poem I have been
asked to print.

Please see the front page for the poem
by Sam W. Foss.

Person to person:
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

• Art Long has moved from Research Hospital to
Hidden Lake Care Center.

• Our sympathy to the family and friends of Betty
Bradley for her death on January 12.

• Our church family has donated over $5,000 for the
Tsunami Relief.

Prayer Line: 816-358-8622
Church Off ice: 816-353-1435

Fax Number: 816-353-8770
E-Mail : BlueRgUMC@aol.com

Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org


