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Your special gifts for apportionments
and Christmas was $21,203.  In
December we paid $35,300 more on our
apportionments, bringing us to 54% paid
for the year.  Thank you.

We also want to thank the classes and
groups within the church that gave
donations:  Covenant Class, G.I.F.T.
Class, United Methodist Women,
Women’s Study Group, Golden Key
Club and the Chancel Choir.

Your oppo rtunity to hono r someone

There are still several dates on the Altar Flower
Calendar for this year that have not been reserved.  This is
an ideal way to honor a special person or group.  Perhaps
you would like to sponsor the arrangement in memory of a
loved one.  There are blank spaces on dates
as soon as January 16, 23 and 30.

If this is something you would be
interested in doing, be sure to check
the Flower Calendar on the bulletin
board across from the church off ice. 
Write your name and telephone
number next to the date you would like to
reserve.  Each arrangement costs $50.00.  Our flower
coordinator, Jennifer Carney, will call you approximately
two weeks before the date you select to get information for
the Sunday worship folder and to find out what kind of
arrangement you would like.

Weekly sponsors for The Envoy are also needed for this
year.  To sponsor the newsletter costs $30.00.  The sign-up
form is also on the bulletin board.  You can write your
name beside the date you would like to sponsor.  Then fill
out a blue, Envoy Sponsorship Form and give it to Shirley. 
Your information will appear in the box on the front page
of The Envoy for the week you have chosen.

If you have any questions about the Flower Calendar or
Envoy sponsorship, please call Shirley at 353-1435.

Church off ices & building closed next Monday

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day will be celebrated Monday,
January 17.  Church off ices and building will be closed. 
Staff will be back in their off ices on Tuesday, the 18th.



Congress has passed and the
President has signed a bill t hat
allows any donations for tsunami
relief, made in January, 2005, to be
taken on 2004 taxes if that is your
wish.  So that you may have the
option of either 2004 or 2005, if
you itemize deductions, we will
issue a separate statement on these
donations after January 31.

“ Walking Jesus’ Path”

Over the next few weeks and months
a lot will happen —

— Alpha!  OK, we got “snowed
in” the first night
— the Youth Musical (please, we
need all  of you youth - - remind
me to tell you the story of the
Gopher)
— a follow-up class to Alpha
— a Welcome/Information
Session for you if you want to
know more about the church
and/or membership
— many opportunities to serve - -
the Lord, the church, one another,
even strangers!
Why are these being mentioned? 

Because our church is a li ving,
breathing, creation of God — You are in
the process of becoming more and more
like God wants you to be.  Isn’ t that
wonderful?  Isn’ t it?  You have been
chosen by God to do His will — You
have always been chosen — now is the
time to step up to Him a littl e closer
every day, every way and make new
discoveries for yourself.

... Cheryl    

END OF YEAR 2004

Regular Income . . . . . . . . . . .$583,236.64
Additional Giving:

Missions/Apportionments . . . . . . . . . . . .  18,575.00
  Christmas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .6,138.00
Total Income . . . . . . . . . . . .$607,949.64
Paid Expenses . . . . . . . . . . .$605,492.73

District apportionments are paid in full . . . . . . . .$8,313.00

Conference Apportionments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .103,940
Paid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$55,720

Remaining Loan Principal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $602,877.88
An additional, Principal only, $15,000 payment will be made

in January.



Coming Next Week...

Sunday, January 16
Worship Times: 8:15, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School Classes: 9:30 or 10:45

• Amish Friendship Bread Table in
entry area at south end

• 10:30-10:50 a.m., Angel Choir,
Room 110

• 10:40-11:00 a.m., Communion in
Chapel

• 4:00 p.m., Welcome Session,
Room 221

Monday, January 17
• Church offices and building

closed–Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Tuesday, January 18
• 6:30 p.m., Cornerstone
• 7:00 p.m., Trustees Committee

Meeting, Conference Room
• 7:00 Cub Scouts, Hobbs Hall

Wednesday, January 19
• 9:30 a.m., Priscillas Meeting,

Room 222
• 6:30 p.m., Chancel Bells
• 7:00 p.m., Men’s Ensemble
• 7:30 p.m., Chancel Choir

Thursday, January 20
• 10:00 a.m., Women’s Bible Study

and Issues Group, Room 223
• 6:30 p.m., Alpha

Friday, January 21
• 12:00 p.m., Golden Key potluck

luncheon, Fellowship Hall

Youth Information:

Sunday, January 16
• Sunday School Classes
• 3:30 p.m., M/H Bells
• 4:00 p.m., M/H & S/H Youth
• 5:00 p.m., Worship/Snack Supper
• 5:30 p.m., Musical Practice
• 7:15 p.m., Drama Practice - seniors &

Nurture & Fellowship Comm itt ee will be
offer ing Blue Ridge shir ts  in January and
February.  Watch for  more informat ion in
your  newslett er.

Price Chopp er shopp ers need to
register for Blue Ridge UMC

Price Chopper shoppers, each year from September
through May we have a chance to earn extra funds for our
church.  The church can receive 1% of each purchase.  But,
each one of us needs to be registered in order for the church

to receive this money.
We received a letter from the Price

Chopper Xtra Helpings Commun-
ity Rewards Program advising
us that we need 35 active

members.  At this time we do
not have 35 people registered.  If you are a Price Chopper
shopper and have not registered this year, all you need to do
is pick up a registration form from the church off ice or
Information Table and take it with you the next time you do
your shopping at Price Chopper.  The clerk will scan it and
Blue Ridge will receive 1% of your purchases each time
you use your Price Chopper Shopper Card.  You can also
register online at www.mypriceshopper.com.

This is something you can do for your church without
spending extra time or money ----- because we all li ke to
eat!  If you shop at Price Chopper and do not have a Price
Chopper Shopper Card, you can get one at the Courtesy
Counter in the store.

Golden Key resumes potluck luncheons

Golden Key will begin the new year with a potluck
luncheon on Friday, January 21, at noon.  All senior
citizens  are invited to come for fellowship, good food and
interesting programs.  This month Doug Hodges will
present “Ministries in Music.”  Mark your calendar to
prepare a covered dish and come to the Fellowship Hall on
that date.
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Pastor’s Corner:
Do you know that the days are getting

longer and that spring is just around the
corner?  If that joyous thought doesn't excite
you much, remember at least to use these
short days for some study, prayer and
meditation.  They can be just as productive
as the long ones.

The same is true of passages we might
read in scripture.  Do you know the shortest
chapter in the Bible is Psalm 117?  The
117th Psalm contains just two verses and
33 words.  It takes up so little space that it is
easy to simply pass it by.  Another
interesting thing about this is that the 117th
Psalm is also the middle chapter of the
Bible.  In the Old Testament there are 929
chapters and in the New Testament 260,
making a total of 1189.  Psalm 117 is the
595th chapter in the Bible, making it the
middle chapter.

Take a moment and read the 117th
Psalm.  It is a loud call to everyone to praise
God for His goodness.  It tells us that God
made us and this world in which we live.  It
tells how faithful God is and how patient,
even with those who wander from God's
ways.  It tells of the forgiveness and new life
God offers us.  And then it declares that no
one has ever seen, no one has ever heard,
and no one has ever been able even to
imagine the good things God has prepared
for those who love God.  Surely we ought to
be praising God and serving him if we are
not to live as self-congratulating ingrates.

Let us not think that our praise doesn't
matter.  It has been said that if one bird in
the forest is silent, God misses its song and,
just as importantly, we miss the opportunity
to respond with others who recognize their
relationships to a God who gives so
completely and asks only that we give
thanks and share with others.

So the shortest, middle chapter of the
Bible says, “Praise ye the Lord.”  Let us do it
with joy and thanksgiving and with a fervor
that will produce real change in our lives.

Grace & Peace, ...Jim

Person to person:
CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

• As of January 10, the following member has been
reported in an area hospital:  Art Long at Research.

• The First Grade Sunday School Class would like to
thank everyone who helped make the Children's
Christmas Party such a wonderful event.

• “Thanks to the church members and Builders Class
members for the prayers, visits and kindness during
my recent hospitalization and recovery.”... Glenn Dooley 

Prayer Line: 816-358-8622
Church Off ice: 816-353-1435

Fax Number: 816-353-8770
E-Mail : BlueRgUMC@aol.com

Web Site: www.blueridgechurch.org


